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I. INTRODUCTION

a. Centerpiece of the Gospel – The entire Gospel story centers around the fact that God came 
into a human body forever.  The Old Testament prophecies looked forward to the day when the 
Savior would come forth and they focused on that day.  The New Testament then introduced 
the storyline of how God would come in the flesh and all the implications that it would have on 
creation (Genesis 3:15, 2 Sam 7, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7, 11:1-10, Psalm 2:6-9).  

b. What does incarnation mean – The Latin word incarnare means “to take flesh.”  The 
incarnation of Jesus is a common term used to describe God coming into a human body.  Jesus 
was and is fully God and fully Man through the incarnation.  

c. Why did Jesus have to become a Man? – God created a redemptive plan that required His 
Son to become a Man.  Humanity was the only creature made in God’s image and was given 
great honor and privilege.  Jesus became a man to restore humanity to God and to fulfill man’s 
original call to leadership.  Jesus will forever rule creation as a man as a representative of what 
God originally called Adam and Eve to do.  Jesus’ redemptive work could only be done through 
a human body.  There was a real moment in history when the Son of God became a Man and 
from that moment onward He has always be fully Man and fully God.  Jesus will never lose His 
humanity.  

d. The incarnation displays God’s desire to physically dwell with His family.  The Old Testament 
tabernacles were the first display of His desire to dwell with us. Jesus was Immanuel, God with 
us, which also pointed to His desire for union.  Jesus and the tabernacles point to the culmination 
of the Gospel when God will fully dwell with man again as heaven and earth join together and 
we relate to God face to face.  

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION

a. Representative of Human Obedience to God – Jesus’ human life and death fulfilled the human 
calling to obey God, which Adam and Eve were not able to accomplish.  We receive the 
righteousness of Jesus in a legal way before God because Jesus walked out total obedience as 
a Man.  This is compared to the fact that Adam and Eve’s sin brought all of humanity into sin.  
Their sin opened a doorway of sin to all of humanity to follow but Jesus’ obedience opened a 
door of righteous for humanity to receive and to follow.    

“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners so also by one Man’s obedience many will be 
made righteous.”  (Romans 5:19)

b. Substitute Sacrifice – Jesus had to become a man in order to die the death men deserved for 
their sin.  He lived our life and then bore the punishment of the sin of humanity for us.  He died 
a human death and rose from the dead as a glorified Man.  High Priests were called to represent 
humans to God and to transfer the sins of the people onto a sacrifice.  Jesus fulfilled the role of 
being a human High Priest and fulfilled the role of being a sacrifice.  



“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation (sacrifice) for the sins of the people.”  (Hebrews 
2:17)

c. Mediator Between God and Man – Sin brought separation between God and humanity.  Jesus 
came to bridge the gap between the two and make reconciliation.  He is our mediator because 
He fully represents God to humanity and fully represents humanity to God.  In order to be a 
mediator He had to be fully God and fully man.  

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.”  (1 Timothy 2:5)

d. Compassionate Human Priest (forever a Man) – Jesus leads creation and pastors His people 
from the place of being a Man.  He is on His throne as a Man at this moment and from His 
humanity He sympathizes with us and helps us in our times of need.  Our leader understands our 
lives, our condition, and our needs because He walked in our condition.  

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace to help in time of 
need.”  (Hebrews 4:15-16)

e. Pattern of Our Resurrected Bodies – Jesus’ glorified human body was the first fruits of many 
glorified bodies to come for believers in the resurrection of the dead.  His body is a pattern of 
what ours will be like and His body is a statement that death has been conquered for all those 
that receive His life.  Adam and Eve’s sin brought physical death into history for the first time 
but Jesus’ life brought resurrection life into history for the first time.  Jesus is called the second 
Adam for this reason.  Jesus’ glorified body represents another wave of God’s creative power 
and restores the Genesis 1 ideal creation.  He is the captain of our salvation leading us out of the 
grave forever.  

“For as in Adam all die, even in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order:  Christ the 
firstfruits, afterwards those who are Christ’s at His coming....And as we have borne the image of the man of 
the dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.”  (1 Corinthians 15:22-23, 49)

f. Fulfillment of Humanity’s Original Leadership Calling – Jesus came to fulfill the eternal 
calling God gave to humanity in the beginning of creation.  Adam and Eve were commanded 
to partner with God in ruling creation for eternity.  Jesus came to bring humanity back to 
their position as leaders in creation with God and to lead creation as a Man forever.   We are 
enthroned again in Christ.  

“Then God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over…”  (Genesis 1:28)

“Made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus…”  (Ephesians 2:6)

“But they shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand years.”  (Revelation 
20:6)

III. THE EXALTATION OF JESUS



a. The exaltation of Jesus refers to His ascension into the throne room of God, as a victorious Man, 
and His official place as King over creation with the Father.  Jesus has been lifted up and exalted 
over creation as King.  He is the most exalted Man in the universe.  

“Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit…For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:  The Lord said to my Lord, Sit 
at My right hand till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”  (Acts 2:33)

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even death on the cross.  Therefore God also has highly exalted and given Him the name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and 
of those under the earth.”  (Philippians 2:8-10)

b. The New Testament references Psalm 2, 8, and 110 to point to Jesus’ human leadership calling 
(Acts 13:33 , Hebrews 1:5, Hebrews 4:5, Hebrews 1:13, Acts 2:34-35)    

“I will declare the decree, the LORD (Father) has said to Me (Jesus), “You are My Son, today I have 
begotten You (Jesus – incarnation and resurrection Acts 13:33).  Ask of Me (Father), and I will give to You 
(Jesus) the nations for Your inheritance.”   

“The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My (Father) right hand, till I make Your (Jesus) enemies Your 
footstool.”  (Psalm 110:1)

c. Psalm 8 references

“What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?  For You have made him 
a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory and honor.  You have made him to have 
dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under His feet.”  (Psalm 8:4-6)

“For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  
For He has put all things under His feet.”  (1 Corinthians 15:25-27)

“He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places…And He put all 
things under His feet…”  (Ephesians 1:20, 22)

“For in that He put all things in subjection under him (humanity), He left nothing that is not put under 
him.  But we do not yet see all things put under him (before the 2nd coming of Jesus).  But we see Jesus 
(exalted Man), who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and 
honor…”  (Hebrews 2:8-9)

d. Jesus is the Last Adam who has been exalted to the right hand of God as a Man (1 Corinthians 
15:21-22, 45).  Revelation 5 is the clearest picture of Jesus’ humanity, divinity, sacrifice, 
resurrection, exaltation, and His mandate to lead creation as the Last Adam.  In Revelation 5, 
Jesus is seen as a Man, fully anointed by the Holy Spirit to lead creation.  He will receive the 
scroll of authority over creation from His Father and then bring the Father’s kingdom to the 
earth.  

“And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back…Behold 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll…in the midst of the throne 
stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent out into all the earth.”  (Revelation 5:1, 5-6)




