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Cultivating Intimacy 

I. INTRODUCTION   

We were ultimately created for partnership and intimacy with God: to know Him and be known by Him. 

There is nothing more important in life and eternity than growing in this relationship.  There is nothing 

more fulfilling. It’s what we were made for. 

 

II. EXAMPLES OF INTIMACY 

A. Obedience- God called Abraham to leave everything familiar (Gen 12:1-3). Abraham obeyed 

God and went. He is the first man in history to be called “the friend of God.” 

 And the scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 

 him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. -James 2:23  

 

B. Partnership-Moses stood before God as a representative of his people. Moses also spoke to his 

people, the Israelites, on God’s behalf. We are told that God and Moses spoke as friends.            

So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return 

to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the 

tabernacle. -Exodus 33:11 

C. Devotion- Mary of Bethany was able to show extreme devotion to Jesus because she knew Him.  

She had a deep relationship with him. She was found sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to Him. 

And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. -Luke 10:39 

Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 

His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. -John 12:3 

D. Visuals of intimacy.  

1. Oil- Having oil in your lamps is a picture of intimacy. 

Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and 

went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil 

in their vessels with their lamps. -Matthew 25:1-4 

2. A Garden or Vineyard- The state of our heart, our relationship with the Lord, is 

compared to a garden.  

… My mother’s sons were angry with me; They made me the keeper of the vineyards, 

but my own vineyard I have not kept. -Song of Solomon 1:6  

A garden enclosed. Is my sister, my spouse… A fountain of gardens … Awake, O north 

wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow out. Let my 

beloved come to his garden and eat its pleasant fruits.-Song of Solomon 4:12, 15-16 

III. WHY INTIMACY?  

A. Intercession can only be effective when it is rooted in intimacy. Intimacy is the fuel of 

intercession. 

B. Intimacy carries us through seasons of difficulty. 
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C. Intimacy is not only for hard times, but for revival as well. Intimacy will sustain revival.  

D. When you have a deep relationship with God that is continually being cultivated, you can live 

and minister out of the overflow of what is being done in your heart.  

E. We can present the gift of a well-kept garden or a lamp with oil to the Lord. We might not have 

expensive perfume like Mary, but we CAN present God with the offering of a cultivated heart. 

F. Our interior life, the state of our heart, is the only part of us that will grow for eternity. 

IV. THE DIVINE EXCHANGE 

A. Intimacy is initiated by God. We are only able to love and be loved because of God’s initiative.  

We love Him because He first loved us. -1 John 4:19 

B. Our part is to respond to His love through every season. 

C. We are building a history with God. No one else can get the oil of intimacy for us. 

V. AVENUES TO INTIMACY 

A. Fascination: Intimacy is sustained by a growing revelation of God. Because God is 

inexhaustible, we will be growing in fascination forever. We can have as much of God as we 

want. 

Behold, God is great, and we do not know Him; Nor can the number of His years be 

discovered.                   –Job 36:26 

B. Hunger: Ask God for hunger. God loves to meet hungry people. God satisfies. He doesn’t leave 

us empty. 

Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 

Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance.           

          -Isaiah 55:1-2 

Desperation: Like Moses, we need to be desperate for God. 

Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here …” 

So the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found 

grace in My sight, and I know you by name. And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.”          

          -Exodus 33:15, 17-18 

VI. THE CALL TO INTIMACY 

A. It is easy to accept the surface things of God and look good on the outside. However, it’s your 

interior life that matters. The Lord is not like man; He looks at the condition of our heart.  

 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, 

because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” -1 Samuel 16:7 

B. Intimacy requires a fight. There is a real war for your affections. Few choose to sit at the feet of 

Jesus because of business. Cares and pleasures of this life can consume us. 
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Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are 

choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones 

that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good 

heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. –Luke 8:14-15 

C. God is looking for friends – those who will share His heart. 

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong 

on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. -2 Chronicles 16:9 

   And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears  

  long with them?  I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of  

  Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth? –Luke 18:7-8 
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