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I.  BIBLICAL INSIGHT-
Proverbs 12:26- “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads 
them astray.” Intentionally seek out godly friendships because in some ways they determine your life 
path. 
Proverbs 18:24- “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother.” The necessity of initiation - mutual kindness/selflessness must be within a 
friendship.
Proverbs 27:6- “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” The 
kindness of enemies is false, while a true friend faithfully brings correction to keep us on course.
Proverbs 27:9- “Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s friend gives 
delight by hearty counsel.” A friend brings delight to the heart by their purposeful and encouraging 
words. 
Proverbs 27:17- “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” Peer 
accountability and growth occurs when you are in the company of a true friend. 
Exodus 33:11- “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”  Importance 
of speaking to friends face to face- Intentionality
Daniel- had 3 comrades to run with in the midst of honoring ungodly leadership and facing persecution. 
Their chosen form of community in friendship was fasting and prayer and accountability in the faith.

II. JESUS’ FRIENDSHIP LIFE
Matthew 11:19- “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by her children.”  The 
wisdom of Jesus’ choice in who to cultivate friendships with- tax collectors and sinners whose hearts 
were open to truth.
John 11:11- “These things He said, and after that He said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I 
go that I may wake him up.’” Jesus raises His friends from the dead  
John 15:9-15 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love… This is My 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, 
than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.” In this 
passage Jesus is pointing out how to love one another in the love of God. We cannot have true giving 
and receiving of love from friends if we are not receiving and abiding in the love of God first. Just as 
Jesus gave up His life for His friends, we are called to walk in the same selfless love for others- free to 
give without getting anything in return.

A. Jesus had ranges of friends- John the Beloved was a close friend, as well as Peter and James. 
He also befriended Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Then he had 12 disciples (God has a traitor 
in His friend circle!), then He had 70 (Luke 10 - sent out 70 followers 2x2), then He had 120 
faithful followers in the upper room after He ascended, and then also the multitudes to whom He 
ministered and reached out. He gave differing amounts of time to different people. It is important 
to recognize differing definitions of “friends” in your personal life. (will talk more about this 
next week)

III. LONGING FOR INTIMACY
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A. The Father has a deep desire to have a family to experience and share His love with one another . 
He fashioned our hearts similar to His heart and created us with a longing for intimacy -a 
desire to know and be known—to have a sense of belonging. Because of sin most people, even 
believers, live their life un-pursued, uncelebrated, and misunderstood. God created us to be 
pursued, to be known, to be celebrated and partnered with. 

B. We were not created “to be alone” “It is not good that man should be alone” (this has way more 
meaning than just the context of marriage). Genesis 2:18 is a divine observation about the design 
of the human spirit. It is not good that we are disconnected. We need to be connected vertically 
with the Lord, but being connected vertically with the Lord is not enough. This verse was before 
Adam sinned!! It is not the fruit of Adam's sin; he needs people and God made it that way.

C. I have heard people say, “I just need the Lord, and that is enough.” That is not a biblical 
statement; it is not enough. You actually need more than just the Lord. God is a Father and He 
has a family. He built and designed you to function in a family too. 

D. Though not everyone has a natural family they can function in, God has designed the local 
church and the Body of Christ in the earth to be that family in a spiritual way. (I do not mean as a 
replacement of the natural family, because our natural family is our first assignment and our first 
priority in our lives.) It is not enough to connect with just the Lord. There is a lot that God will 
give each of us, but He put it within you, and I get it from God when I receive it from you. And, 
there are parts of God’s heart that I only get when I give to you. 

E. The NT community resulted from people pursuing a common vision and values together. No 
amount of time in prayer, Bible study, or ministry substitutes for a believer’s involvement in a 
church. It’s not God’s way to embrace a churchless Christianity as it encourages an isolated life.

25…not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. (Heb. 10:25)

IV. NT COMMUNITY/FRIENDSHIP VALUES
42They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine [teaching] and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers…45divided them among all, as anyone had need.  (Acts 2:42-45)

A. Apostles’ doctrine: Receiving corporate teaching along with personally studying the Scripture-
they valued the Word of God and valued daily interaction within the Word.

B. Fellowship: Serving and sharing life in the Spirit and the Word with others requires more than 
socializing around entertainment and pleasure. Godly fellowship has vibrancy in it where we are 
communicating the heart of God to one another. We equip, empower and encourage one another 
to be people who go deep in God and who lead others to the Lord. 

C. Breaking bread: In the NT context this meant to realighn our hearts to obey God and commit to 
repair relationships. 

D. Prayer: Embracing regular worship and intercession, and praying for one another.
E. As anyone had need: Giving to meet the real needs of others - One part of enjoying one another 

and receiving from God is being a vessel that gives the grace of God, and as we give of our time 
energy and money to those in need, we actually encounter more of God and His heart. 

Question for small group: Which point most inspired or challenged you and why? 
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