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I. GROWING IN PRAYER 

 

a. The two main focuses of this Church right now are growing in prayer and 

growing in friendship.   

 

b. UHOP needs a fresh breakthrough in the revelation of the power of prayer 

and the grace of prayer.   

 

c. We are all intercessors and priests by virtue of being redeemed humans.  

Some may give more time to prayer than others because of calling or 

gifting, but having a vibrant heart connection to God in prayer is available 

to all.   

 

d. You may be a stay at home mom, work in the marketplace or work in full-

time ministry, the calling to have a vibrant heart in prayer is still the same.  

Revival will only come as the Church as a whole takes her place in 

intercession.   Full-time ministers are call to equip believers to do the 

works of the kingdom, not just to do all the works themselves.   

 

e. God is currently removing the crutches of the Church so that she can stand 

with Him in prayer.  The Church is transitioning into being a praying 

Church, which is causing people to think about how to live their Christian 

lives on a weekly basis.    

 

f. The revival that we want requires extra effort on our parts to grow in 

corporate prayer.  What can you shift in your life to engage in corporate 

prayer more often and in a more vibrant way?   

 

g. I want to call us to contend for more of the spirit of prayer in our in 

corporate prayer meetings.  We need a vision for the fullness of what God 

will give us in intimacy and authority in our intercession times.  I am 

believing for times in the prayer room when everybody is weeping in 

intercession as the love of God fills hearts for the lost.  Then the next day 

salvations, healings and prophecy breaking out more than normal in parts 

of the city.   

 

I. THE GRACE OF PRAYER THAT PRECEDES REVIVAL 

 

a.  There is a grace for prayer that God releases to believers that causes their 

prayers to be more effective in releasing His power.  God so cares about 

using us in intercession that He pours out power on our hearts to engage 

with His heart in more intense ways.  These prayers then release greater 



dimensions of His power.  Just like healing and prophecy, there are levels 

of supernatural prayer that we can walk in.   

 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should 

pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 

which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of 

the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.  

(Romans 8:26-27) 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to 

this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.  (Ephesians 6:17-18) 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

Spirit.”  (Jude 1:20) 

 

b. The spirit of prayer is the manifestation of the Spirit’s prayers in us and 

through us at different levels.  We experience faith, sobriety, urgency and 

perseverance in prayer when the spirit of prayer is active in our lives.  

There are times when the spirit of prayer can be very powerful in our 

hearts.  During these times our hearts feel the tension of where we are 

currently as compared to where God wants us.  Prayer pours out of our 

hearts when we experience the great gap between our current 

circumstances and God’s future desires for fullness in our circumstances.   

 

c. Biblical examples of the spirit of prayer.   

 
“12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring 

fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete] in all the will of 

God.”  (Colossians 4:12) 

“25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them…suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 

everyone’s chains were loosed.”  (Acts 16:25-26) 

“31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was 

shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God 

with boldness.”  (Acts 4:31) 

 

d. God births revival through prayer.  The major moves of the Spirit 

throughout history have been preceded by major moves of the Spirit in 

prayer.   



 

e. In His sovereignty, He awakens hearts in intercession, gives grace for 

perseverance in prayer and then He answers the very prayers He 

awakened.  God requires extravagant participation from His people in 

order to release revival.  

 

II. ABIDING INTERCESSION – JOHN 15:7 

 

a. The spirit of prayer can be called abiding intercession.  It is intercession 

that is deeply and intimately connected to the heart of Jesus.  Intimacy 

with God and intercession do not have to be separated.   

 

b. The primary theme of John 14-17 is union (abiding presence) with the 

Godhead, through the Holy Spirit.  Jesus came to bring us back into the 

family of God in an experiential way.  God wants us to experience union 

with Him on a regular basis.   

 

i. John 14:10 – Jesus in the Father, Father in Jesus 

ii. John 14:11 – Jesus in the Father, Father in Jesus 

iii. John 14:16 – Holy Spirit in us 

iv. John 14:20 – Jesus in the Father, us in Jesus, Jesus in us 

v. John 14:23 – Jesus and the Father in us 

vi. John 15:4 – Us in Jesus, Jesus in us 

vii. John 15:5 – Us in Jesus, Jesus in us 

viii. John 15:6 – Us in Jesus 

ix. John 15:7 – Us in Jesus, His word in us 

x. John 15:9 – Us in His love 

xi. John 15:10 – Us in His love, Jesus in the Father’s love 

xii. John 15:11 – His joy in us 

xiii. John 15:18, 23 – People will hate us because they hate Jesus, those 

who hate Jesus hate the Father 

xiv. John 15:26 – Holy Spirit sent to us, from the Father, He will testify 

of Jesus 

xv. John 16:13 – The Spirit will speak what He hears from the Father 

and Son, He will talk to us. 

xvi. John 16:14 – The Spirit will take what is Jesus’ and reveal it to us.   

xvii. John 16:32 – Jesus was not alone because the Father was with 

Him.   

xviii. John 17:3 – Eternal life is revelation of the Father and the Son.   

xix. John 17:11 – That we may be one as the Father, Son and Spirit are 

one.  

xx. John 17:21 – That we may be one as the Father, Son and Spirit are 

one, that we may be one in the Godhead.   

xxi. John 17:22 – The Father gave Jesus glory, Jesus has given us His 

glory, that we may be one as the Godhead is one.   

xxii. John 17:23 – Jesus in us, the Father in Jesus.   



xxiii. John 17:24 – Jesus desires that we would be with Him. 

xxiv. John 17:26 – The Fathers love for Jesus would be in us.  

  
c. The primary theme of John 15 is abiding in Christ.  Abiding in Christ 

means more than being justified by His blood; it means to have a vibrant 

experiential relationship with Him.   

 

“As the branch cannon bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in Me….If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 

what you desire, and it shall be done for you…I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the 

Father in My name he may give you.”  (John 15:4, 7, 16) 

 

d. Jesus called His disciples to abide in Him in intimacy and intercession.  

The spirit of prayer is the natural overflow of an intimate relationship with 

Him.  He told them that their desires would be answered because He knew 

that His desires would be in them.   

 

e. Jesus transforms our thoughts, emotions and desires as we spend time 

studying and meditating on Him in the Bible.   

 

f. Meditation naturally turns into intercession because it awakens our hearts 

to truth (Revelation of His promises, His power to bring the promises to 

pass, His goodness to do it and the reality of where we are in current 

circumstances).   

 

g. We can experience intimate times of intercession with Jesus.  Jesus’ 

intercession is deeply connected to His love for the Father and His love for 

those He is praying for.  Abiding intercession is when we come into 

agreement with the desires of the Man at the right hand of the Father.  

Jesus is an all-consuming fire and we can touch His heart in intercession.   

 

III. POSITIONED TO RECEIVE MORE OF GOD’S HEART 

 

a. Be intentional to grow in corporate intercession just as you have grown in 

having personal devotion times.   

 

b. Ask God if there is anything in your heart that would hinder you from 

receiving the spirit of prayer in a greater measure.   

i. unbelief from unanswered prayers 

ii. bitterness 

iii. dullness from indulging in permissible things 

iv. defilement from the things we watch, listen to, read and say. 

v. Resistance to living in reality for the purpose of comfort and ease.    

 

c. Ask God for the Spirit of Prayer. 



 

d. Take more time to have personal prayer. 

 

e. Ask Him to fill your heart with what He thinks and feels.  

 

f. Meditate on His promises in the Bible while talking to the Spirit.   

 

g. Pray in Tongues for more than 20minutes a day on a consistent basis.   


