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The Resurrection of the Dead- 1 Cor 15 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to establish His kingdom over 
all the earth. God is not going to get rid of the earthly physical realm, but redeem it and renew it 
and join the heavenly and earthly realms together. God’s purpose has always been for His people to 
live together with Him forever. His desire for intimacy and union with His people is a huge key to 
understanding the resurrection, heaven, and the end times.  

B. What we believe about the future is relevant because it impacts how we live now. Knowing the end 
of the story makes our individual storylines make more sense (2 Corinthians 5:9-10; Philippians 
3:20-4:1, 2 Thessalonians 1:3-11). The coming of Jesus and the resurrection of believers is our 
primary hope. Our emotional chemistry is aligned as we set our minds on these truths and all life 
circumstances come into right perspective when we have understanding about the resurrection. (1 
Peter 1:13; Romans 15:12-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:18). 

C. The past resurrection of Christ makes our eternal future a reality. Because Jesus arose from death 
into a glorified body, we can now be saved into the hope of the same resurrection.  When He 
returns, we will receive a glorified body that will never perish.  

II. TWO RESURRECTIONS- WHEN DO THEY OCCUR? 

“But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For 
since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ all shall be made alive. 23But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

A. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul gives instruction concerning “those who have fallen asleep”. This is a 
biblical way of saying, “those who have died physically.” Our spirits are not asleep but always 
100% alive. When we die physically, our spirit goes away to be with the Lord (Phil. 1:21-23); to 
depart from the body is to be with the Lord. Believers who have died do not need our bodies right 
now in order to relate to the spiritual environment of heaven.  

B. The order of Christ’s return: 1) Jesus will descend from heaven with a shout, the voice of an angel 
and at the sound of a trumpet. 2) The dead in Christ, the believers who have died, will be 
resurrected and arise out of their graves. 3) Then those who are alive and remain on the earth will 
be caught up and also receive their glorified bodies in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and 
return to earth with Him and will always be with Him. 

C. Other passages of the Bible give more details into the two resurrections: a resurrection “of life” of 
those who believe in Jesus and a resurrection “of condemnation” of those who do not believe. 
(John 5:25-29, Acts 24:15, Daniel 12:1-2, Revelation 20:1-6) 

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven… he laid hold of … the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit… But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power.” Revelation 20:1-6 

D. If we look at Revelation 20:1-6, John describes the “first resurrection” as the first widespread 
corporate physical resurrection of the righteous only. Unbelievers will not experience the first 
resurrection at the time of Jesus’ return but will experience a “second resurrection” at the end of the 
thousand year reign of Christ. The passage says “the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished.” The time gap in between the first and second resurrection is 1,000 
years. All unbelievers are to be judged by the “second death” (Eternal Lake of Fire).  
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III. 1 CORINTHIANS 15 
“For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still 
in your sins… If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ is 
risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by 
man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 
shall be made alive.” 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

A. In this passage of scripture, Paul is touching on spiritual death as well as physical death. While 
there is a “spiritual” dimension of death (dying daily, etc) and resurrection while we are alive 
(baptism, receiving the Holy Spirit, being transformed in our mind, etc), but Paul is mostly talking 
about the impending reality of physical death and the physical dimension of the resurrection.  

B. “If in this life only we have hope in Christ…” 1 Cor 15:20- The resurrection gives us hope in 
more than just our short physical life here on earth, if we have hope only in this life Paul says we 
will lead a miserable life. 

C. “Christ... has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 1 Cor 15:21- We will 
receive a resurrected body that is conformed to Jesus’ body. What is His body like? 
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body…” 
Philippians 3:21 
1. His body is full of light that is brighter than the sun (Isaiah 24:23; Habakkuk 3:4; Matthew 

17:2, Acts 26:13-14; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 1:16; 21:24; 22:3-5). His robes are radiant 
with light (Ps. 104:1-2).  

2. Jesus could veil His glory fully or partially or unveil it (Rev. 1:17; Lk. 24:37). At times, 
Jesus was not recognized (Lk. 24:16, 31; Jn. 20:14-15; 21:4). He could appear or vanish 
from sight.  

3. Jesus’ resurrected body has supernatural flesh with bones!! and has the capacity to eat food. 
There will be pleasure in the positive side of hunger and thirst without the pain of lack.  

“I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom… I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom comes...30 You may eat and drink at my table in My kingdom.” (Luke 22:16-30)  
 
“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones…” He said to them, “Have you any food here?”  So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish… He took it 
and ate in their presence.” (Luke 24:38-43) 

4. Jesus walked through the wall to enter a room when the doors were shut (Jn. 20:19, 26). He 
showed them the scars in His hands, feet, and side (Jn. 20:27). During His third appearance, 
He prepared a fire and cooked fish (Jn. 21:9-14). Jesus appeared to His disciples to teach 
them for forty days. (Acts 1:3) 

5. This one is interesting: The Bible never talks about if God flew, but it describes Him riding 
on the clouds of heaven. (Exodus 13:21; 34:5; Leviticus 16:2; Numbers 11:25, 12:5, Psalm 
18:11, 68:4, 97:2, 104:3; Isaiah 19:1; Daniel 7:13; Matthew 17:5, 24:30, 26:64; Mark 13:26, 
14:62; Luke 21:27; Acts 1:9; 1 Thess 4:17, Hebrews 12:1??, Revelation 1:7, 11:12, 14:14.) 

“Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds— his name is the 
Lord— be exultant before him.” Psalm 68:4 
“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:30 
“Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the 
air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.” 1 Thess 4:17 
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D. “Even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” I Cor 15: 22- The Bible’s definition of  “alive” is 

when we receive our glorified supernatural eternal bodies. The Holy Spirit will quicken our dead 
flesh and transforms it and glorifies us so that we have a supernatural dimension with a material 
physical body. We have no idea what being alive really means and we’ve actually never 
experienced this true life in our bodies yet. (physical healing in this life is only temporary, but it is a 
downpayment of our resurrected bodies)  

E. “If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” Do not be deceived: “Evil 
company corrupts good habits.” Awake to righteousness, and do not sin…” 1 Cor 15:32-34- Paul 
addresses those living for temporal fading pleasures as not living with a proper vision of the 
resurrection. In contrast, how you live day to day will be brought into alignment (properly, 
righteously, and living in the fear of the Lord) if you have a vision for the resurrection.  

IV. HOW ARE THE DEAD RAISED? 
 “But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” Foolish one, what 
you sow is not made alive unless it dies.  And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere 
grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain.  But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own 
body.”  1 Corinthians 15:35-38 

A. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul answers the question of “how are the dead raised up?”  
B. There is a difference between being resurrected and being raised from the dead. Resurrection refers 

to putting on an entirely new glorified body while being raised from the dead means resuscitation, 
or raising the person in the former mortal body in which they died. The Bible gives several 
examples of people who were resuscitated back to life. Each of these people who were brought back 
to life had to die again! (Lazarus-John 11, Jairus’ daughter- Luke 8, Dorcus-Acts 9)  

C. Paul gives context for physical death with an agricultural comparison. He explains that the Lord 
will take the actual flesh that is in the ground after we die, which he calls a seed, and raises that 
flesh from the dead. He takes our very substance, our DNA, as the seed or foundation that becomes 
our resurrected body. God is not going to replace us with a new body but transform our old body. 
There is continuity between the body that dies and the body that is resurrected. It includes each 
person’s unique personality, genetics, and appearance brought to full perfection.  

D. No one puts a wheat seed in the ground and then a few months later expect to only reap that same 
wheat seed. No, you reap a larger, bigger plant of wheat that reproduced and multiplied.  

The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body… The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord 

from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so 
also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly Man.” 1 Corinithians 15:42-49 

E. Our resurrected bodies will have a unique spiritual dimension to them, but we will not be just 
spiritual- there is a real physical dimension to them. We will live in a material/physical, resurrected 
body on a material earth with supernatural abilities of the resurrection.  We will need a body like 
this in order to relate and function within Jesus’ new Kingdom. Our bodies will become 
incorruptible, glorious, and full of power. We won’t be floating around like invisible spirits.  

F. Resurrected bodies will be like they were before sin entered the picture- beautiful, not aged by years 
or sin, no sickness, no headaches or tiredness. Our spirit will be able to operate and lead 100% and 
our bodies won’t hinder our spirits like they are now but will participate and lead us in love toward 
God..  
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G. Just like Jesus, we will eat and drink real food. We won’t know everything, but we will be able to 

remember our life on earth, but continue to supernaturally learn, and grow in understanding. We 
will work with a deep sense of purpose and relevance in partnership with God, yet without toil or 
frustration. We will have relationships that grow. We will possess supernatural abilities to 
communicate (speak, sing, and play musical instruments!?). Our communication skills will be deep 
and clear without mistakes, as we fully comprehend another’s intent. 

H. Our five senses will be completely healed and enhanced by the supernatural power of the Spirit: 
1. Sight: seeing clearly at a distance or at close range 
2. Hearing: at distances or closely, with perception and perfect balance 
3. Taste: able to enjoy food and water to the fullest ability (Lk. 22:16-18, 30; Rev. 22:1-2)  
4. Touch: to have glorified physical senses to feel the glory of God 
5. Smell: to enjoy and bring to remembrance important moments of our lives  

 
“All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of 
fish, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.  There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.   So also is the resurrection 
of the dead.” 1 Corinthians 15:39-42 

I. God’s glory will be reflected or released in our resurrected bodies in different measures. Paul shows 
us that each believer’s resurrected body will have differing glories. Jesus will give rewards to 
believers based on how we walked out our short life on earth, and part of our reward is to receive 
glory in our resurrected body.  

“Those who sleep in the dust [physical death] of the earth shall awake [resurrection]… Those who are wise 
shall shine like the brightness of the firmament…like the stars forever and ever.” Daniel 12:2-3 
 
“The righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Matthew 13:43 

J. Resurrected believers will be filled with God’s light, glory, and the perfection of beauty. Those 
most faithful in making known God’s truth to others will shine the most brightly. 

K. There is continuity or consistency between this earth and eternity. Just as there is difference of gifts, 
ministries, and activities for each believer in this age, so there will be great diversity in all of these 
in the age to come (1 Cor. 12:4-6, 11, 18-19). 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And 
there are diversities of activities…” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)  
“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O Death, 
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?’ ” 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

L. Paul says ALL will be changed, no matter if you are dead or alive when that Day comes. In one 
moment, in a twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the last trumpet, the dead and alive believers will 
be raised in resurrected/glorified bodies. The description “twinkling of an eye” isn’t talking about 
the speed of our ascent to meet Jesus in the sky but the speed of the transformation of our bodies. 
As each dead believer’s spirit comes from heaven and will meet their old bones and ashes, then will 
be transformed and their bodies will be resurrected to glory. Then each living believer will receive a 
new changed, glorified body as a gift and a reward from Jesus. As Paul puts it, mortals will “put 
on” immortality and incorruption. This is when the prophetic promise: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory, O Death where is your sting?” will find fulfillment.  
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