
THE HEART OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS:  WORSHIP, 
GRATEFULNESS AND TRUSTING GOD FOR PROVISION

I. OVERVIEW

A. God wants to replace fear and offense with gratefulness, worship and trust in His heart.  

B. Money is core to expressing love for God and experiencing Him or expressing our flesh and 
experiencing greater depths of sin.  Money is the most tangible thing that enables us to buy and 
do what our flesh wants (food, entertainment, immorality, oppression, controlling others, 
reputation, trust in our own provision, independence, drunkenness, comfort).  Or we can express
our love and partnership with God with money, which is the tangible representation of many 
internal things (trust in clothing, food, housing, family, retirement, health, death, unknowns).

C. Tithing indicates a principle from God of how finances work in His kingdom.  10% is a good 
place to start with giving to His kingdom, though I think that’s mostly a starting point from 
which we grow.  We live in a greater covenant so our giving should be greater and the 
supernatural dimension of finances should be greater.  God promises to give back to us more 
than we give.  

D. The Old and New Testament both indicate first giving to the spiritual community that you’re 
apart of.  I agree with this and see many benefits to doing this.  Giving to your church brings a 
much greater emotional investment in the vision and the people.  Giving is one of the ways we 
come together in community to pursue a ministry vision.  Bethany and I give more than 10% to 
UHOP and then we give another percentage to other ministries, as well as frequent one-time 
gifts to people and ministries.  

E. John Wesley giving testimony – John determined his living standard early on in his life and then
gave the rest away as his yearly income multiplied.  

F. Current Giving Statistics - 
1. Only 10-25% of church members give at least 10% to their church.  
2. 8 out of 10 who give at all don’t have any credit card debt. 
3. Giving to churches or faith organizations is down 50% since 1990.  
4. The average christian gives 2.5% to their church.  Giving was at 3.3% during the great 

depression. 
5. People who make less than 20,000 a year are 8 times more likely to give than people who 

make 75,000 or more.  1% of people who make more than 75,000 give 10% of their income 
to churches. 



G. Applying Old Testament principles in the New Covenant:

1. There are some things that we transfer over 100% and there are somethings that we must see
God’s heart, or the core principle, and then pray about how to apply to our hearts/lives in the
New Covenant.  This was one of the primary discussions for the Apostles in the book of 
Acts (Acts 11, 15), which took decades to unfold.  

2. Don’t view the Old Testament or the details of the laws and principles that God set forth as 
legalistic and negative.  The Old Testament is still about the same Father and loving 
Husband that we know and love in the New Covenant.  The Old systems did have in-depth 
laws and sacrifices, but it was actually a system that was meant to based on loving God with
all their heart.  

3. God still “commands” us to do things in the New Covenant, though they’re all to be rooted 
and grounded in being loved by God with all of His heart, loving Him with all of our hearts 
and loving those around us with all of our hearts.  All of the commandments of the Bible are
summarized in the 1st and 2nd commandments.   

4. Jesus and the New Testament writers called their disciples to Old Testament commands and 
principles.  They often give a greater interpretation of God’s heart and standard in the 
commands.  

A) The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).
B) 1st and 2nd Commandments (Matthew 22:37-40)
C) Romans 13:9-10
D) Galatians 5:13-22, 6:2
E) Abraham and David are examples of “faith” leaders in the Old Testament (Romans 4), 

yet they had commands/laws that they obeyed (Genesis 26:1-5).  
F) The New Testament teachings are built upon the Old Testament revelations from God.  

II. TITHES, FIRST-FRUITS, FIRSTBORN OFFERINGS, EXTRAVAGANT OFFERINGS

A. All of the offerings were expressions of worship, honor, celebration and remembrance.  

B. Tithe

1. The tithe (means 10%) was formally instituted in Israel under Moses’ leadership as they 
were preparing to enter the promised land.  All of Israel was to give 10% of all of their 
resources (animals, crops) once a year (Leviticus 27:30-34).  Every 3rd year there was an
extra 10% given to the spiritual leaders, widows/orphans and foreigners (Deuteronomy 
14:28-29).  There was also an extra amount of national tithe that resourced the annual 
Feasts of the Lord (Deuteronomy 14:22), which all equals out to about 23% of their 
produce.     

2. The tithe was a statement that God was the source of 100% of the resources that they 
had in their lives, a statement of honoring His leadership, a statement of valuing of 
maintaining a worship sanctuary, a statement of trust that He would provide if their 
resources sourced a spiritual culture.  



3. The tithe was primarily to support the spiritual leadership of the nation as well as the 
spiritual culture of the nation that strengthened all of them.  The priests tithed to God off
of the tithe that they received (Numbers 18:21-26).  

4. Abraham was the first person listed as tithing (Genesis 14:18-24).  He gave 10% of all 
that He had to Melchizedek, who was God’s priest in Jerusalem.  He either gave from 
the things he won the previous battle or of his own possessions.  Tithing to kings was 
part of some ancient kingdoms, but we don’t know the consistency of Abraham’s tithing.
Abraham’s giving was an act of worship and gratefulness to God as His King, provider 
and protector.  

5. Jacob is the next person to tithe (Genesis 28:18-22).  Jacob vowed to tithe of all that 
God would give him moving forward.  Many translate the phrase, “If God will be with 
me,” with, “Surely, God will be with me,” as if to restate the promise just given him by 
God.  The verb for tithing means consistent tithing, not just a one time gift.  Jacob’s 
giving was a response of worship and gratefulness to the provision promised to him by 
God and an acknowledgement that all that he would have and give was already God’s.  

6. Israel gave to the priesthood until the Babylonian invasion (70yr exile), but tithing was 
re-instituted when Israel returned to their land and rebuilt the temple (Nehemiah 10:35-
37; Malachi 3:8-11).  God rebuked them for not maintaining the corporate worship 
center with their time, energy and finances.  The entire book of Haggai is about calling 
the nation to build the corporate worship sanctuary and informing them that their lack in
produce was God’s doing because they were outside of His will.   

7. Some see Hebrews 7:8 as meaning tithes are still able to be offered to Jesus in heaven. 
Hebrews 7 connects the idea of tithing to the greater eternal priesthood of Jesus and puts
Israel’s example of tithing right in the middle of the continuous storyline.  

C. First-Fruits Offering

1. The First-fruits offering was literally the first crops or harvest (food, wool, honey, oil, 
wine) that came during harvest season.  They gave this to God before the rest of the 
harvest matured.  They did this to acknowledge that all of the fruit was His, their crops 
were under His care.  The Hebrew word for first-fruits literally means, “promise to 
come.”  God promised to bless the rest of the harvest if they honored Him first.  

2. Deuteronomy 26 – The first-fruit offering was given to the priest and then the worshiper 
declared that they were giving the offering because God brought them from Egyptian 
oppression to the land of promise flowing with milk and honey.  The offering was done 
out of gratefulness once they acknowledged where God had brought them.  

3. Proverbs 3:9-10 – God promises to bring supernatural increase if we honor him with the 
first-fruits offering.  

4. Some people believe that Cain’s offering was not accepted because it was not the first-
fruits of his harvest, but “some” of his harvest.  



D. Firstborn Offering

1. The Firstborn offering was an offering of every first human son born and every first 
born animal.  Human sons were redeemed, or bought back, form the Lord with money, 
but animals were usually sacrificed (Exodus 13:13-16).  This was done as a memorial 
and thanksgiving of God delivering Israel from Egypt through the last plague.  It was 
also an acknowledgment that God was the owner and source of all the firstborn.  

2. Every firstborn son was originally going to be a priest before God, but the tribe of Levi 
obtained the priestly ministry instead due to all the tribes worshiping the golden calf at 
Mt. Sinai (Numbers 8:16-18).  


