
ENCOUNTER CHURCH PROPHETIC WORD FOR 2019

I. INTRODUCTION

A. God is wanting to align us to His eternal values in this season in order to refresh us and to 
root us in a foundational ministry approach that will sustain what He wants to do in us later. 
These values and priorities will last forever, so they are not things we will change in our 
lives when He has us steward more responsibilities.  
 

B. He aligns us to His ways and shows us the way He has designed us to live and overflow. 
This is refreshing because His ways are life giving and include experiencing His presence.  

C. Aligning seasons should make you adjust things in your life.  Alignments are noticeable:) 
You should be feeling challenged to consider the real condition of your relationship with 
God, marriage, parenting and quality of your church family relationships.  

D. You should be intentionally asking the Lord about these areas of your life and assuming He 
has something to say about them.  It’s easy to think we’re doing “good” in an area of life 
and to not even pray about it, but sometimes we’re not doing good and we don’t even know 
it.  Or, maybe we are doing/feeling good in an area, but we basing our evaluation off of our 
own standard and experience.  Being content with our version of good is the enemy of 
experiencing God’s best.  We need Him to give us a vision for more in each area.  

E. This is a physical/emotional/spiritual healing season to some level for many in our church. 
God doesn’t want.  God doesn’t want wounded soldiers on the front lines.  

F. God is refining us and forming a DNA that He can reproduce in others that will come.  

G. In all the areas below, God wants us to experience a “new normal” with Him and others.  A 
“new normal” happens when we experience more of God and more of others and get ruined 
for anything less.  This causes us to make the values and schedules that positioned us to 
experience God and others more as sacred so that the experience continues.  It’s a “taste and
see” experience that convinces us that we can’t live with anything less.  

II. GO DEEPER IN RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

“Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.”  This is the first and greatest commandment.”  (Matthew 22:37)

A. God wants to put the 1st commandment in 1st place in our individual hearts, our families and 
in our church life.  We need to be convinced of this first priority at a deeper level and then 
grounded in the practical lifestyle that it requires.  

“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love (Jesus longs for more of you). 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works or else I will come to



you quickly and remove your lampstand (ministry) from it’s place – unless you repent.”  (Revelation 
2:4-5)

B. We exist to experience God’s heart towards us and to give Him all of our love in return. 
True partnership with God only happens when there is a deep love exchange with Him.  He 
prioritizes our personal love relationship with Him over our ministry impact.  He removes 
things from our lives and ministries for the purpose of deepening our connection to Him 
(John 15:1-9), which is more fruitful and more enjoyable.  He is jealous for all of our heart.  

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to 
meet the bridegroom.  Now five of them were wise and five of them were foolish.  Those who were 
foolish took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels.”  (Matthew 25:1-4)

C. Jesus calls spiritual leaders wise or foolish depending on their ministry approach.  Matthew 
25 is primarily about cultivating a deep love relationship with Jesus that can then be 
entrusted with His power to minister to others.  

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height – to
know the love of Christ that passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”  
(Ephesians 3:17-19)

D. As a church we prioritize personal and corporate prayer (personal devotions, corporate 
worship and corporate intercession) because prayer keeps us in the place of encounter and 
overflow.  We want a spiritual culture that says ministry to God is impactful and practical.  
Prayer is our identity and function.  God will make us joyful when we enter into a prayerful 
lifestyle individually and corporately.  

“For My house (My family) shall be called a house of prayer (communion with God, intimacy with 
God, worship, intercession) for all nations.”  (Isaiah 56:7)

E. Are you experiencing the overwhelming love of God?  Is there a deep sense of enjoying 
God when you are spending focused time with Him?  Is there an aggressive desire moving 
in your heart to find more times through the day to be alone with Him?  

III. GO DEEPER IN RELATIONSHIP WITH FAMILY AND CHURCH FAMILY

A. God wants to bring us deeper into the revelation that our spiritual brothers and sisters are 
first to be known and enjoyed before they are to be partnered with in ministry to others.  

B. God also wants us to learn His priority for our spouses and kids.  They are our first and most
important ministry assignment.  We must not get distracted with other ministry 
opportunities.  In 2018, God challenged me to give more energy, passion, strategy and 
prayer to my wife/kids callings than to uhop or others in my life.  This is the season to 
seriously look at growing in your marriage and parenting.  

“In whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom 
you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  (Ephesians 2:21-22)



C. Churches that have depth of relationship with God and each other are containers for the 
manifest glory of God.  God is fitting us together right now.  

“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:  I in 
them and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”  (John 17:22-23)

D. God gives glory to bring people into supernatural unity and then uses that corporate glory to
bring the lost into the family.  

“From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edification of 
itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16)

E. We receive life directly from God, but also indirectly through deep relationships with those 
around us.  

F. Are you connecting deeply to your family and friends?  Are you overflowing with affection 
for your spouse and kids?  Are you addressing any hindrances in your relationships?  

IV. PURSUE BREAKTHROUGH FROM SINS AND LIES TOGETHER IN GOD’S 
PRESENCE

A. Pursuing freedom intentionally is an expression of loving God and others.  Personal 
freedom removes hindrances to giving and receiving love from God and others.  Demonic 
strongholds in our hearts create spiritual walls and spiritual blinders that affect the way that 
we think, feel and perceive.  We are transformed by the renewing of our minds, but that 
usually comes when God personally applies a truth to an existing lie and memories that 
support the lie.  

B. The breakthrough weekends taught us that transparency with God and others is critical to 
getting breakthrough.  Our October breakthrough weekend ended with a 2 ½ hour time of 
confession and praying/prophesying over one another.  The purpose of that weekend was to 
bring specific lies and sin issues to the Lord for breakthrough, but the weekend ended with 
God answering our prayers by giving us love for one another.  

C. Transparency with God and one another breaks off religious expectations and a performance
mentality that we put on ourselves to look a certain way and have a certain level of spiritual 
maturity, and allows others to accept and enjoy us in our weakness just like God does.  The 
enemy lies to us and tells us that nobody else struggles like we do in order to isolate us, 
make us compare ourselves to others, hide things and put up a performance in our 
relationships.  



D. The breakthrough weekends also taught us to:

1. Come to personal prayer times and corporate gatherings with expectation that God is 
going to do something significant.  

2. Respond in some way to what He’s doing in the moment.  Breakthrough happens when 
God shows us something and we respond by making spiritual responses and practical 
lifestyle changes to facilitate transformation.  

“But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but
a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”  (James 1:25)

V. PRAYERFUL RESPONSES 

1.  How to pray about these topics and ask God for clarity – I read through each paragraph and 
each verse and whisper back to God my desires in the truths highlighted.  Then I ask Him to 
show me His perspective in that truth and what He wants to speak to me about it.  Then I write 
down the thoughts that come to me in those moments.  When I feel God convicting me about 
something I take time to repent right there and ask Him for help.  When I feel inspired by 
something I take time to declare it back to Him and pray for more of whatever I’m feeling.  
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