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Understanding The Bridegroom God 
I. REVIEW 

A. God is realigning us at Encounter Church to three things:  
1. Going deeper in relationship with God 
2. Going deeper in relationship/community/accountability with family and church family  
3. Pursue breakthrough from sin/lies together in God’s presence 

 
B. We will focus on these topics for as long as we need in order for our corporate body and each of us 

personally to feel a shift and get breakthrough. God is about the process and He is ok with lots of 
challenges and weakness and mess ups and fears. We want to be ok with the process too, so don’t 
draw back in isolation. We aren’t in a hurry. God isn’t in a hurry. He is lovingly looking at your 
heart and looking for the smallest of your responses in deep pleasure and in love with you.  

 
C. Last week we talked about how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, were perfectly content with each 

other before Genesis 1. They were loving each Other in the perfect love of Themselves. The Father 
honors the relationships that He has with the Son and the Holy Spirit and vice versa.  

 
D. The first relationship God honors is the relationship with God. He didn’t just make up the 1st and 

2nd commandment, it’s how HE operates. God loves God first and He/They loves Himself/ 
Themselves, and from that love He can draw others into that love. The desire of His heart is that 
we all may be ushered into being one with Him just as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are One.  
 

E. God is wanting to realign our definition of ministry by giving us the revelation of Himself as the 
Bridegroom God. Most have a culturally skewed definition of ministry as to only “those out there”. 
The 1st commandment is Biblical proof that prayer and spending time with God is the highest 
form of “ministry.”  No matter who you are you can do that. When we give ourselves to 
understanding Jesus as the Bridegroom, every accusation on the inside will be silenced that prayer 
is inactive or that it is a waste to love Him or spend as much time as you are or as much as you 
want to with Him. 

F. Vital to the 1st commandment is receiving God’s love and then giving it back to Him (which 
requires God’s help), and then loving ourselves flows out of that (seeing His perspective over you 
and receiving more of His love). Once that is aligned, God gives supernatural grace to love others. 
You cannot love yourself or others without empowering grace and help from God.  

II. BRIDAL IDENTITY 
A. God’s purpose for all of creation is to provide a family for Himself and a Bride for His Son, all 

from the foundation of love and intimacy. In Eden, Human history began with Adam and Eve 
joined as a bridegroom and bride (Gen. 2:24). And natural history will end with a prepared Bride 
being presented to Jesus as His inheritance forever (Rev. 19:7).  

B. The Father has promised Jesus an inheritance: a Bride who fully loves Him with their whole heart, 
soul, strength and mind. Jesus desires a partner and a companion.  

“I [the Father] will give You [Jesus], the nations for Your inheritance…” (Ps. 2:8) 
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“For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance.” (Deut. 32:9) 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This 
is the first and great commandment.” (Mt. 22:37-38)  

“The Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul…” (Deut. 30:6)  

C. In the Bible there are different identities of the church- soldier, body, son/daughter, church, 
servants, all which define how we relate with God and people, but the highest identity God is 
raising the church up to be: a Bride.  
 

D. As sons of God, we are in the position to experience God’s throne as heirs of His power, as well as 
positionally receive inheritance and honor. But we are more than sons. As a Bride, we are 
positionally able to experience, and have access to, God’s heart and affections.  

 
E. Even as women are the sons of God, so men are the Bride of Christ. Both describe positions of 

privilege and position before God, rather than being gender specific. Experiencing the reality of 
the Bride of Christ by walking in intimacy with God does not undermine one’s masculinity, but 
strengthens it.  
 

F. We boldly stray away from any sensual overtones as we search the Bible for what it means to be 
the Bride of Christ. Jesus is not our personal lover or boyfriend. We do not go on “dates” with 
Jesus. Receiving the “kisses” of His Word (Song 1:2) is not kissing Jesus. The Bridegroom 
message must not be sexualized in any way.  

III. WHAT IS THE BRIDEGROOM MESSAGE? 
A. The Bridegroom message is an invitation into deeper intimacy with God as you encounter Jesus’ 

emotions toward and for you. The Spirit is the One who reveals to us the deep things of God’s 
heart—His emotions and commitments toward us—and the Spirit is the One who will empower us 
to respond in wholehearted love and obedience to Him. Jesus wants to give you a higher vision for 
partnership He desires then your current relationship with Him. 

B. God being a Bridegroom is describing the essence of who Jesus is and what His personality is like. 
By nature, He is a Bridegroom which describes His heart and being. He desires conversation and 
dialogue and shares with His Bride how deep his heart loves. As a Bridegroom He wants 
partnership and wants to be with his bride.  

C. Seeing Jesus as the Bridegroom God enables us see ourselves as His cherished Bride. Bridegroom 
cleanses the Church, washing her with the Word, nourishing and cherishing her. (Ephesians 5: 
26-29) 

D. Being His Bride means that we were created to be able to receive and to be filled up with His love, 
and to respond in love back to Him without any hindrances or reservations. As a Bride, we have 
the privilege and access to God’s heart, emotions, and desires.  Jesus wants lovesick ones to work 
WITH Him in wholehearted obedient love, not just soldiers or slaves to working tirelessly FOR 
Him. He wants to talk with us and to know our emotions and thoughts.  
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E. Jesus as the Bridegroom God will wash defilement, unbelief, dullness, heaviness, fear, and 
boredom off the Bride by the water of His Word. [Oh the power of meditation!] His Word can be 
spoken, sung, read, written, and received in dreams and visions. As we feel cherished, we are 
empowered to walk in loving wholehearted obedience and are filled with grace to resist 
compromise. 

IV. ENCOUNTERING HIS EMOTIONS AND BEAUTY  

A.  Affections: Jesus feels the intensity of love for us that the Father feels for Him (Jn. 15:9) 

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” (Jn. 15:9) 
1. This is crazy. How could Jesus love someone as weak as me? Jesus calls us to stay in that 

love, don’t take ourselves out of His love.  
2. We could have a variety of responses to His extravagant love: Does this make you want to 

deny or run away from His love, or does it fill your heart with wonder? 

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am.” (Jn. 17:24)  
3. Jesus is passionate in love and desire for us, not passive or disinterested or bored. He 

pursues our hearts actively. This is what our heart craves!  
4. His heart is not like ours. His capacity for love for each of us is so complete; He can give 

you all of His love and give me all of His love.  He doesn’t have to divide His love between 
us all.  

5. It’s not more humble or noble to “sacrifice” and not receive His love toward you because 
others need it or deserve it or are worth it more. God doesn’t work like that. 

6. Many try to be wholehearted without first receiving revelation of His love for us, but the 
awakening of your heart begins as you experience Jesus’ heart and affections for you. We 
must first behold and receive His love in order to love Him in return. Jesus doesn’t view us 
receiving His love as selfish, but holy and right.  

B. Gladness: Jesus’ heart of gladness surpasses everyone in all of history (Heb. 1:9). But many see 
God as mostly mad or sad in His relationship with us.  

“God has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” (Heb. 1:9) 

C. Generosity: Jesus relates to us with genuine generosity, joy, delight, and pleasure. 

“In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Ps. 16:11)  

“The Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble…” (Ps. 149:4) 

D. Delight: Jesus takes great delight in relating to His people. The Biblical vision of a Christian life is 
a lifestyle of enjoying God with confidence that He delights in relating to us (Ps. 27:4; 36:8; 37:4; 
149:4). The revelation of the Bridegroom God show us how our love moves Jesus’ heart.  

“You [insert your name here] shall be called Hephzibah…for the Lord delights in you… As the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” (Isa. 62:4-5)  

“He delivered me because He delighted in me.” (Ps. 18:19)  
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E. Cherishing: The Church is cleansed by experiencing Jesus’ cherishing heart.  

“that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present 
her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish… For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
the Lord does the church.” Ephesians 5:26-29 

F. Jealousy: Jesus is jealous that we enter into the fullness of our relationship with Him. If you aren’t 
basing jealousy out of love here, it can be viewed wrongly as anger or envy. In His jealousy, He 
yearns to have all of us.  

“You shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” (Ex. 34:14)  

“Whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God…The Spirit who dwells in 
us yearns jealously?” (Jas. 4:4-5)  

G. Zealous: Jesus, as the Bridegroom, is zealous for our safety, and honor, etc. (Zech. 1:14; 8:2). In 
His zeal, He will destroy all that hinders love. If you are the object of Jesus’ affection, His zeal is a 
deep emotional resistance against anyone or anything that would come in between Him and His 
Bride. This is a completely appropriate response.  Jesus intervenes to fight, rescue, protect and 
vindicate that which injures His Bride. 

“I am zealous for Zion with great zeal; with great fervor I am zealous for her.” (Zech. 8:1)  

H. Intimacy without shame: Intimacy with God involves His loving knowledge of us that has no fear 
of shame in it. We are known by God because He sees and values what others do not see in us. It is 
powerful to be fully known without shame and to be free of the fear of being left alone.  

“Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment…There 
is no fear [of shame] in love; but perfect love casts out fear.”  (1 Jn. 4:17-18)  

I. Encountering His beauty: Jesus possesses indescribable and inexhaustible beauty that fascinates 
our hearts. God created us with this longing to be fascinated and filled with wonder.   

“Your eyes will see the King in His beauty.” (Isa. 33:17)  

1. He is the source of all pleasure and beauty and we can only be satisfied and fascinated as 
we seek out relationship with God. God is the source of glorious, divine, holy 
entertainment.  

2. Without a sense of awe in our relationship with God we will live spiritually bored. A 
spiritually bored believer is weak and more vulnerable to attack and lies. A fascinated 
satisfied believer who is preoccupied with God’s beauty is spiritually strong and equipped 
to stand their ground. The Holy Spirit is the One who will take us on a divine search into 
Jesus’ beauty.  

J. His commitments to us: Jesus desires to share His heart and emotions, His home and throne, His 
secrets and plans, and His beauty with us. He is committed to us and will work all things together 
for our good (Rom. 8:28). When we focus on His commitments toward us our hearts will come 
alive in love.  
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V. GOD’S BRIDEGROOM HEART IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  
A. Passages to look into: Genesis 2:24; Psalm 45:1-2, 10-15; Song of Songs 4:9-5:1; 6:4-5; 7:10; 

8:6-8; Isaiah 54:4-6; 62:2-5; Jeremiah 2:2; 3:14; 31:32; Ezekiel 16:13-15, 32; 23:1-45; Hosea 1:2; 
2:7, 14-23; 3:1-5.  

B. The Betrothal of Israel to God in the wilderness: Moses described the time when God made this 
marriage covenant with Israel (Ex. 19:1-20). Israel’s first meeting with God was a prophetic 
picture of the glory of Jesus’ second coming.  

“If you will…keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people… …there 
were thunderings and lightnings…and the sound of the trumpet was very loud… Moses brought the 
people out of the camp to meet with God…Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD 
descended upon it in fire…the whole mountain quaked greatly. And when the blast of the trumpet 
sounded long…God answered him by voice.” (Ex. 19:5, 16-19)  

C. Jeremiah began his ministry with a bridal perspective of God’s kingdom (Jer. 2-3). He understood 
that the covenant that God made with Israel at Mt. Sinai was the Lord’s betrothal to Israel (Jer. 2:2; 
31:32). In the ancient world, a couple were legally married on the day they were betrothed.  

“Cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, “…I remember you, the kindness [devotion; NAS, NIV] of 
your youth, the love of your betrothal, when you went after Me in the wilderness.” (Jer. 2:2)  

“…the covenant that I made…I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them,” says the LORD.” (Jer. 31:32)  

“Return, O backsliding children,” says the LORD, “for I am married to you.” (Jer. 3:14)  

D. Hosea was the first to proclaim the Lord as a Bridegroom. God commanded Hosea to marry a 
prostitute. The Lord wanted Hosea’s pain-filled marriage to be a prophetic picture of the pain that 
God felt in His relationship with Israel (Hos. 1-3).  

“The Lord said… “Take yourself a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry, for the land has 
committed great harlotry by departing from the Lord.” (Hos. 1:2) 

E. Ezekiel described Israel as an adulterous wife (Ezek. 16:13-15, 32; 23:1-45). 

“You were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to royalty. Your fame went out among the nations 
because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor…” says the Lord... “But you trusted in 
your own beauty, played the harlot because of your fame, and poured out your harlotry…You are an 
adulterous wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband.” (Ezek. 16:13-15, 32)  

F. The dedication of the Bride of Christ ravishes the heart of the Bridegroom King (Song 4:9-10). 

“You have ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; you have ravished my heart with one look of your 
eyes…How fair is your love… How much better than wine is your love.” (Song 4:9-10) 

“O my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah, lovely as Jerusalem, awesome as an army with banners!  
Turn your eyes [of devotion] away from me, for they have overcome me.” (Song 6:4-5)  
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