
ENCOUNTER CHURCH - JULY 28- BETHANY MOOTZ 

Bridegroom God- Ephesians 5 
I. REVIEW 

A. God is wanting a deeper alignment in these three areas in our church:  

1. Going deeper in relationship with God. 

2. Going deeper in relationship/accountability with family and church family.  

3. Pursuing breakthrough together from sins/lies in God’s presence.  

B. Within this He’s calling us to be expectant when we gather before Him, transparent with Him 
and others, and quick to respond when we feel/hear the Holy Spirit saying something to us 
(agreement with truth, repentance when convicted, break agreement when we become aware of 
lies in conversations, in prayer times or throughout the day).  

C. The revelation of Jesus as our Husband is the single most important truth we can pursue and 
experience in order to walk out the 1st and 2nd commandments. This revelation heals and 
awakens our emotions in a God ordained way. This revelation will heal, inspire and instruct 
friendships, marriage relationships, and parenting relationships, whether you’re in those 
relationships now or in the future. Our human relationships only work if we experience what 
God is like towards us. Him encountering us gives us principles in our relationships to abide by, 
but more than that, Him encountering us transforms our hearts and supernaturally anoints us to 
love others in the same way that He loves us.  

D. Everything God does should be filtered through a 1st commandment Bridegroom lens. He loves 
us with all of His being and all that He does flows from that place in order to awaken the fullness 
of love in our hearts back to Him.  

E. What does it mean for Jesus to be a Bridegroom? It means He longs for a deep love relationship 
with us and that He has overwhelming emotions of love and desire towards us. There are several 
practical characteristics of His Bridegroom identity: His affection, gladness, generous, delight 
and enjoyment in us, intimacy without shame, He cherishes us, is jealous for our hearts, zealous, 
He is beautiful, and He is committed to us.  

F. What does it mean for us to be His bride? It means we are loved, desired and enjoyed by God 
and have full access into His heart for us. As a bride, we first receive love from Him as our 
Husband and then we respond by giving Him the love that is awakened in our hearts back to 
Him. As a bride, we partner with Him in prayer and ministry as a deep expression of loving 
partnership. 

II. CONFIDENCE BASED UPON HIS LOVE AND SACRIFICE- EPH 5:25 

A. God wants us to have complete confidence in our relationship with Him (not just mental 
understanding of our right standing before Him), but to have an unhindered emotional 
relationship with Him where we feel His love, freely receive it and give Him back our love too.  

B. Confidence in His love, or the stability of feeling His love for us, comes as we progressively are 
rooted and grounded in His love, where we experience His love consistently, basing our 
relationship solely upon the sacrifice of His love for us. Knowing the truth of His love isn’t 
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“knowing” unless it is combined with actual experience of His love. Feeling His love is the fruit 
of intimacy cultivated.  

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 
blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.” Eph. 
5:25-29 

C. “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” 

1. It’s important to note that when He “loved us” we were His enemies, and His love and 
sacrifice was never dependant on our state, emotions, or our performance.  

2. Our confidence in His love has to be aligned to His definition of love not ours. We 
submit to Him as the Creator but also the Bridegroom who has the end of the story in 
mind. He defines His love through the lens of: 

a. the incarnation–He pursued us in humility and sacrifice by putting on flesh forever 

b. the cross–He fought for us by His costly sacrifice 

c. the gospel of the Kingdom–He values our lives and our participation with Him in His 
Kingdom. He doesn’t just want workers but those whom He deeply loves partnering 
with Him. He cherishes our love and wants this partnership with us. He is intentional.  

d. His ongoing intercession for our destiny–He prays for us and prophesies over us.  

3. His leadership is based on love. He directs and cares for our heart in this journey of 
knowing Him and causing our hearts to become freed up to love Him back.  

Hebrews 9:12- “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.” 

1 Peter 1:19- “but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

Rev 1:5-6- “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us 
kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

III. HIS CLEANSING WORDS- EPH 5:26-27 

A. “that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word” 

1. “He might sanctify”- This is His working to set apart something as holy for Himself, to 
enjoy and to have. Only things pure and holy can be given to God or dedicated to Him as 
a pleasing offering. He encourages us that we do not have to be sanctified to come to 
Him. He is the One who does all the work. Sanctify can also mean to purify, to free from 
the guilt associated with sin, it’s an external removal from things that harm or hinder, and 
an internal removal of guilt and shame.  
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2. Sanctification is a continual beautiful thing He loves to do and is not annoyed by. That is 
why reading and meditating on His Word/prayer and worship, isn’t earning His love, it is 
positioning ourselves to receive His love and cleansing. It’s cause and effect; if you 
spend time with Him He will sanctify and cleanse you because that is the nature of His 
Word.  

3. His cleansing is an actual experience, not just a mental relieving or removal of wrong 
thinking. His cleansing touches our emotions, our will, our mind, and our spirit. Like 
sanctify- it’s active, ongoing, regular, consistent, a process. 

4. He washes us with the water of His WORD. This is more than just reading through the 
Bible in one year. This is having His love poured and washed into us, Him washing us 
with His desires and longing for us. Jesus knows who we are supposed to be and by 
speaking His words and singing His love over us, He brings restoration newness out of 
our brokenness. We can emotionally and physically be healed of things as we spend time 
with Him in worship, prayer and meditation. 

5. One of the main functions of Jesus as the Bridegroom God is to speak and wash each one 
of us with His words. There is nothing as powerful as feeling clean after a conversation 
with Him. This should be the most practical thing on the top of our to-do list.  

Titus 2:14- “Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” 

Heb 13:12-”Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate.” 

1 Thess 5:23- “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole 
spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

John 17:17- “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

1 Cor 6:11- “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” 

B. “that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish” 

1. He knows the end of the story and where he is leading all of history to the climax of His 
wedding day with a lovesick Bride. He is merciful and full of grace to connect with us on 
each of our journeys with the end in mind. He declares that He is invested in us and that 
we are worth all the effort because He wants to marry us. We are made in His image, but 
internally He wants to make us look like Him- holy and without blemish.  

2. The word glorious also means gorgeous, radiant, illustrious, full of light.  

Phil 1:6- “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete 
it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
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Col 1:21-22- “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and 
above reproach in His sight” 

Song of Solomon 4:7- “You are all fair, my love, and there is no spot in you.” 

IV. NOURISH AND CHERISH- EPHESIANS 5:29 

“For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.” 

A. Looking at Jesus as a Bridegroom leads to seeing ourselves as His cherished Bride. He has a 
persevering nourishing heart of love that never gives up. His default is to nourish and cherish, 
and we can filter all interactions with Him through that lens. His initiations and responses are to 
serve, to tenderly care for us. He cherishes and values us as His Bride. He speaks highly of us, 
He never talks down to us. He treasures our interactions with Him, He longs to have our whole 
hearts like a lovesick Bridegroom wanting more. He nourishes us by providing for us out of love, 
we shall not be in want or lack. He gives us rest, tending to our emotions; He feeds us; He 
satisfies us; He thrills our hearts with love and fascination. He nurtures us, matures us, teaches 
us, supports us in every way. He serves us, ministers to us, and heals us.  

B. Just like a man would take care of His own body, giving it rest and food, Jesus deeply cares for 
His own Bride. What He does and what He says 100% of the time is for our sake. He has our 
best interest in mind. Loving His Bride is the extension of loving Himself.  

Song of Solomon 2:3-6- “Like an apple tree among the trees of the woods, So is my beloved among the sons. I 
sat down in his shade with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the 
banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. Sustain me with cakes of raisins, refresh me with 
apples, for I am lovesick.” 

C. This passage in Song of Solomon gives a beautiful picture of a human heart experiencing the 
Ephesians 5 Bridegroom God. The Bride first chooses to sit down in the shade of His tree to 
partake of the fruit of His love. After that, the Bridegroom takes her into His banqueting house 
and shows that the banner over her is love.  

D. One of the greatest pleasures available to the human spirit comes as we choose to feed on His 
Word and we begin to feel His presence. The Word is what brings delight and sweetness to any 
who continually feasts on Jesus in spirit and truth, and this is within reach of every believer. We 
will never experience the delight and refreshing of Jesus without sitting long hours in the shade 
of the apple tree by feeding on His Word by the help of the Holy Spirit.  

E. In order to mature consistently, we must enjoy our relationship with God. We can only persevere 
through great difficulties if we find delight in His presence. Burn-out is no longer an option for a 
lover because all “work” turns relational (instead of God being demanding, looking for quality or 
quantity, or working so that we can earn His approval) The work isn’t priority because intimacy 
is, the priority of cultivating love between our hearts and God, and letting all work flow out of 
that. Workers without an understanding of God as Bridegroom tend to burn-out, but lovers find 
refreshment and love and rest in the midst of work/partnership with God.  
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