
GOD’S LONGING FOR A COMPANION – PART 2

JESUS THE BRIDEGROOM TEACHING SERIES (PART 3 of series)

I. OVERVIEW OF GENESIS 1-2

A. Genesis 1-2 reveals God’s desires for one unique creature to be made in His image for a 
marriage relationship.  Genesis 1 introduces and sets the scene for God’s marriage to 
humans and then Genesis 2 retells the creation story, but zooms in on the creation of Adam 
and Eve.  The focus of Genesis 1-2 is the marriage between Adam and Eve, which is the 
starting place and foundation for the entire story of creation.  The main message in these 
two chapters is that God longs for deep marriage friendship with humanity, even to the point
of longing.  

B. One of the foundational revelations about God’s heart that causes us go deep in prayer is 
that He desires deep friendship with us, even to the point of longing.  Because God designed
us with the longing to be desired, it is critical that we grow in our understanding of His 
longing heart for us.  

“For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.  “For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  This is a great
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  (Ephesians 5:30-32)

C. We must read the creation story through the Ephesians 5:30-32 lens.  The apostle Paul says 
that the marriage of Adam and Eve was actually about the marriage of Jesus and His people.
Their marriage was literal and prophetic at the same time.  Paul called it a “great mystery” 
because there is much revelation that God wants to give us concerning Jesus’ marriage to us.
I see at least two massive parts of the mystery.  First, that in the beautiful union of marriage,
two completely individual beings could become one.  Second, that such depth of friendship 
and intimacy could exist between God and humans.  

D. The pattern of Genesis 1 is that everything had a counterpart or companion in their likeness 
except God, so in Genesis 1:26 God finishes creation by making Himself a companion in 
His likeness.  To be made in the image of God primarily means to be made in God’s DNA 
with the capacity and make-up to deeply relate to God in love.  

E. Genesis 2 is an expansion of what God was thinking, feeling and doing in Genesis 1 when 
He said, “Let us make man in our image.”  In Genesis 1, we hear the statement of desire 
from God for a companion, but in chapter 2 we get to see that statement fleshed out within a
poetic storyline of longing and marital union between Adam and Eve.  

F. Genesis 2 is literal, prophetic and poetic.  Adam and Eve were literal people with a literal 
marriage.  It’s also prophetic in the sense that Adam now represents Jesus and Eve now 
represents the church. It’s poetic in the sense that God has a creative and purposeful 
storyline for us to dive into.  He has put layers of meaning in this chapter for us to search 
out.  



I. GENESIS 2:15-20  – JESUS’ LONGINGS ARE STIRRED FOR A BRIDE

A. An interesting poetic change occurs in chapter two that signifies a shift in God’s relationship
with man in comparison to chapter 1.  In Genesis 1 God is given the title “Elohim,”  which 
refers to His creative power and His eternal nature, but in Chapter 2 His only title is, 
“Yahweh-Elohim,” which is God’s covenant name paired with His creator name.  In this 
holy chapter, God connects these two names to purposefully reveal Himself as the Creator 
that desires covenantal friendship (Genesis 2:4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22).  

B. In this paradise like atmosphere, God said something unusual that purposefully takes us into
the prophetic storyline of Adam and Eve, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper comparable to him.” (Genesis 2:18)  This is an unusual statement 
because Adam lived in a paradise atmosphere before sin and brokenness had even entered 
the created order.  Adam had full access to God’s presence and the tree of life, yet in God’s 
perspective he still needed a companion.  This is the first time that God said that something 
wasn’t good within the created order, which should make us think that something dramatic 
was going on.  God was purposefully waiting in this story to make Adam’s bride in order to 
get Adam’s attention and our attention.   

C. This statement was about Adam being alone, but it was also about Jesus’ desire for a 
companion.  In this statement to Adam we see the Father speaking prophetically over Jesus. 
The Father’s heart in creation was for Jesus to have an eternal companion in His likeness 
with whom He could rule the nations (Matthew 22:2, Psalm 2:7, Ephesians 1:18, Revelation
19:7-9, John 17:24).  

D. The Father doesn’t want Jesus to be alone, which is why He’s given us as an inheritance to 
Jesus.  We are the Father’s gift to Jesus.  Though Jesus is fully God, fully satisfied and filled
with life within Himself and has full communion with the Father and the Spirit, there is a 
longing inside of Him for a human bride.  Out of the overflow of love Jesus, desires one 
with whom He can share His heart.  

E. It seems odd at first that the Lord would tell Adam that he needed a companion in his image 
and then suddenly He brought animals to him to be named, but the Lord was doing 
something specific in Adam’s heart by bringing the animals to him.  We know God was 
doing something specific because the end statement is that Adam didn’t find a creature like 
him in the process of naming animals.  The process of naming the animals was twofold:  It 
was about partnering with God in naming creatures and it was about finding Adam a partner
in his own image.  

F. I think Jesus was using the animal naming process to awaken Adam’s desires for a 
companion in his exact likeness.  Adam got to see all of the animals and he got to take time 
to consider their make-up and their purpose before naming them.  Adam got to see every 
animal and their counter part, but he himself was alone and didn’t have a counter part.   I 
believe Adam was progressively stirred with desire as each animal was brought before him. 
It was as if his desire and hope for the one in His likeness grew every time a new animal 
approached him, “Will this be the one made for me?”  

G. I imagine Jesus standing next to Adam during this process and asking Him how he felt as 
He saw each animal.  Then I imagine Jesus helping Adam identify his longings on the inside



for a companion and explaining the situation to him, “Adam, you don’t have anybody to 
relate to in a deep way.  They don’t have the capacity or the make-up to be friends with you 
in a real way, but there is one coming soon!”   I often wonder how much Jesus revealed to 
Adam about His own desires for a companion during this part of the story.  

H. Adam’s lack of a companion in his own image and Adam’s longings being stirred as each 
creature had a counterpart, are both prophetic pictures of what Jesus was feeling in Genesis 
1 as all of the other creatures were made, but with no creature yet in His likeness.  

I. This part of the story is so dramatic!  Adam was supernaturally brought into a deep sleep so 
that God could take his rib and form it into another human.  God brought Adam into a deep 
sleep, which was the same kind of visionary encounter that Abraham experienced when God
made a covenant with him (Genesis 15:12-17).  I think Adam was caught into a spiritual 
encounter where he got to witness God taking his rib and forming it into the woman.  

J. The deep sleep and the rib are a prophetic picture of Jesus being put to death on the cross by
the Father so that a Bride could come forth from His side (John 19:34).  Adam was put to 
sleep by God so that he could give life to a bride in the same way that Jesus was put to sleep
on the cross so that He could give life to a bride.  In other words, the work of the cross was 
necessary to bring forth the bride of Christ.

K. God took Adam’s rib and hand-crafted another living being in direct relation to the man. 
Think about this for a minute, Eve was the only creature not made directly from the dust. 
She was specifically made from Adam’s DNA to be in his direct likeness and then presented
to Adam in a marriage ceremony.  Jesus was presented with a bride after He died and rose 
again from the sleep of death.  

L. God the Father has a specific day in His heart that causes Him to rejoice, it’s the wedding 
day of Jesus and His Bride.  The Father formed a Bride out of Jesus’ side on the cross and 
joined her to Him by the Spirit, but a physical consummation of that spiritual betrothal is 
coming at the second coming of Jesus and the resurrection of the dead (2 Corinthians 11:1-
2).  The Father is very serious and very energetic about presenting a wholehearted bride to 
His Son on the last day, which is called the marriage supper of the Lamb.  The Father will 
host a real celebration and a real marriage consummation at the end of natural history.  

“And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said:  “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son.”  (Matthew 22:1)

“That He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”  (Ephesians 5:27)

“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His 
wife has made herself ready.”  (Revelation 19:7)

“On the day of his wedding, the day of the gladness of his heart.”  (Song of Songs 3:11)  



M. “Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross (Hebrews 12:2).”  Jesus 
endured His death on the cross because of the joy that the Father set before Him, which was 
formation of the bride and the culmination of marriage at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
This Man of love was thinking about His bride on the cross.  In my personal meditations I 
picture Jesus, while on the cross, vividly remembering the scene of Adam being put to sleep 
before his union with Eve, and in that moment being focused on the fact that it was now His
time to be put to sleep before His bride could be formed and presented to Him at His 
wedding.  

N. Bone of my bones - Adam, still being in the visionary encounter, saw Eve and declared, 
“Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.  She shall be called woman because she was 
taken out of Man (Genesis 2:23).”  It’s actually a loud shout of affirmation in the original 
language.  Adam was shouting, “At last, here is one of my own kind!  This is the one that I 
can relate to! This is the one that I can fully love and be loved by!  This is the one that I’ve 
been waiting for and longing for!”  Remember when he was naming the animals and the 
longing for a companion was being awakened?  We don’t know how long it took to name all
the animals took, and we don’t know how deep his longing was being stirred, but we know 
he was greatly anticipating His bride because of his loud declaration.  In that moment all the
stirrings burst out in a celebratory shout.  

O. Eve literally came from Adam’s flesh.  They were of the exact same DNA.   Adam was 
saying bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh because she was in His exact same likeness 
and had the ability to be his companion in every way.  This is what God was wanting in 
Genesis 1:26 when He declared His desire for a creature in His own image.  What an 
amazing reality!  We were made in Jesus’ image in the beginning, but through the cross our 
spirit man was washed and renewed so that we could relate to Jesus spirit to spirit.  We 
came from Him and we have the ability to be friends with Him because we are bone of His 
bones and flesh of His flesh (Ephesians 5:30).  

P. Leaving and cleaving - “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh (Genesis 2:24).”  God declared this covenantal 
statement over Adam and Eve in their first moments together during what we now know to 
have been the first wedding ceremony in human history (Matthew 19:4-5).  Two truths are 
revealed to us in this verse, husbands will leave their families to begin new families, and 
husbands will fully join themselves to their wives.  

Q. Jesus had to leave His family to join Himself to His wife. He took initiative to leave His 
heavenly home and family in order to pursue a covenant with His bride on the earth.  He left
everything to take on a human frame and join Himself to His people in an incredible display
of love (Philippians 2:5-8; 2 Corinthians 8:9; John 17:5).  Jesus has a resurrected and 
glorified body in heaven, but He will be in His human body forever because of His desire to
be one with humanity.   

R. God has covenanted with humanity and cleaved Himself to us forever, even to the point of 
declaring Himself to be one flesh with us and one spirit with us (Ephesians 5:28-31; 1 
Corinthians 6:15-17).  Cleaving literally means to be glued to another object.  This is a 
dramatic statement of union and covenantal commitment!  The Song of Songs declares this 
reality, “My beloved is mine, and I am His.”  (Songs 2:16).  God has given Himself to us in 
such a way that we too can say that Jesus is ours and we are His.  


