
ENCOUNTER CHURCH - AUGUST 4- BETHANY MOOTZ 

The Bridegroom- He is a Glad and Rejoicing God 
I. REVIEW 

A. God is wanting a deeper alignment in these three areas in our church:  

1. Going deeper in relationship with God. 

2. Going deeper in relationship/accountability with family and church family.  

3. Pursuing breakthrough together from sins/lies in God’s presence.  

B. The last few weeks we’ve been focusing on the revelation of Jesus as our Husband. Jesus the 
Bridegroom is the single most important truth we can pursue and experience in order to fully 
walk out the 1st and 2nd commandments. This revelation heals and awakens our emotions and 
relationships in a God-ordained way.  

C. Everything God does should be filtered through a 1st Commandment Bridegroom lens. He loves 
us with all of His being and all that He does flows from that place in order to awaken the fullness 
of love in our hearts back to Him.  

D. Jesus’s Bridegroom heart cleanses, nourishes and cherishes us personally and corporately. He 
speaks and washes each one of us with His words and this cleansing touches our emotions, our 
will, our mind, and our spirit. He longs to transform our insides to look like His.  

“... Christ ... loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 
washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish… For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.” Eph. 5:25-29 

II. GOD ENJOYS ME 

A. Pay attention to your first thoughts when you ask yourself:  “Does God enjoys me?” or “How 
does God feel when He looks at me?”  I can locate in my own heart two things that I question- 

1. His actions (Where is He at? What can He do/What will He do? Can He act in power for 
me personally?) 

a. Why didn’t He break in when I needed Him too? 
b. Does He hear me? Does He listen when I talk or pray? 
c. Is He actively and intimately involved in my life? 

2. His character/heart (What is His heart?/How does He feel?/What is He like?)  
a. Does He care about me and my situation?  
b. Is He disinterested in my feelings? 
c. Does He see my pain? 
d. Is He mad or disappointed at my failure or my weakness? 
e. Did I do enough or did I not do enough for Him? 
f. Is He annoyed with me? 
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B. We mentally understand that God loves us, but things deep within us are confronted when we 
ask, “but does He enjoy me?” I encourage you to let those deep things be confronted. The mental 
acknowledgment of His love could be hindering us from emotionally experiencing His love.  

C. The greatest emotional need for all humans is the assurance or confidence that we are enjoyed by 
God, even in our weakness and failures. We were all created with a longing to know that God 
delights in us and enjoys us. Knowing the truth of His love and enjoyment in us isn’t “knowing” 
unless it is combined with actual present tense experience of His love and enjoyment.  

D. We were made in His image, which means God’s emotional makeup is to be engaged with by us. 
We were created to engage with Him emotionally and connect at that level. He wants our insides, 
our emotions, to look like His. Brides have access positionally into His heart and emotions. 
Enjoyment in our relationship (with no emotional hindrances in our hearts) with God is of utmost 
priority to Him. God is inviting Encounter Church into a deeper enjoyment of our relationship 
with Him, not depending on what we can do for Him, but to get a breakthrough in being with 
Him, enjoying Him, and letting Him enjoy us.  

E. There is a maturing and security of love that is available to us in our relationship with God as 
Bridegroom. We want to move past the “insecure” defining-the-relationship-status with God 
(even though that might be where you are)... There is more! We need deliverance and 
breakthrough into a foundational understanding that our honesty and vulnerability and our 
weakness of our current state will not cause Him to leave or pull back emotionally. Without this 
revelation, we do pull back emotionally. Yet God is burning with love and passion for us to be 
emotionally wholeheartedly His.  

F. “What makes life livable is enjoying the joy that comes from knowing one is enjoyed by God… 
Pain becomes bearable and tomorrow no longer terrifies when your soul is touched with the 
reality of God’s delight in you.” Sam Storms- The Singing God 

III. MY GOD IS IN MY MIDST 

“The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save…” Zephaniah 3:17 

A. The Mighty One will save: Mighty God shall save you– the Lord is a military hero, a warrior, a 
champion who fights on behalf of His people (Ps. 24:8; Isa. 10:21; Jer. 14:9; 32:18; cf. Ps. 45:3; 
89:19; Isa. 9:6). This verse is God’s answer to our (and Israel’s) questions concerning where He 
is and what He will do for us. He says I am in your midst and I will save. He will be right by us, 
near us.  

B. We need a revelation of God in our midst. We have to supernaturally lean into the experience 
and the truth of Him in our midst. It causes our mental and emotional paradigms to change, and 
to be caught up in the fellowship of God and the conversations of God, not our circumstances or 
human interactions/conflicts that say the opposite.  

www.uhopsf.com/encounterchurch 
2 



ENCOUNTER CHURCH - BRIDEGROOM GOD- AUGUST 4 - BETHANY MOOTZ 

C. Why is He in our midst? To save, to dwell with, to love and rejoice in, to fellowship with, and to 
help. This greatly impacted me, I saw Jesus carrying us as a church family, we are in His hand 
and He are standing among us.  He is in our midst- He places priority on intimacy, healing, 
freedom, bring delight and satisfaction to each personal soul.  Personally connecting, caring, 
looking at me and attending to my needs. 

D. In Revelation 1, Jesus is standing among the lampstands (the 7 churches-vs. 20). He is personal 
and involved. He will not leave in the good or the bad. God is in the midst of His church, He is 
guiding us along our journey, He is committed to being in the process with us, He is walking 
among us. He is here to heal, to comfort, to get our eyes back on Him in worship, so that we can 
look at Him for strength, for deliverance. He is here so that we can BE WITH Him.  

“Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and 
in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and 
girded about the chest with a golden band… the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.” 
Revelation 1:12-13, 20 

IV. A REJOICING GLAD GOD 

A. Jesus walked in gladness more than any man in history (Heb. 1:9). It says He was “anointed”- 
which means it is a supernatural gift from the Spirit given to Him in His humanity. Gladness and 
joy are at the core of Jesus’ personality. David had great revelation of Jesus’ gladness and 
delight. He described God’s heart as full of joy and pleasures and pursued living in God’s love 
(Ps. 16:11; Psalm 18:16-19). Jesus’ heart posture, relational interactions, and leadership style all 
flow from His joy and gladness. 

“God has anointed You [Jesus] with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” Heb. 1:9 

“In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forever.” Ps. 16:11  

“He drew me out of many waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy… He delivered me because He 
delighted in me.” Psalm 18:16-19  

B. The Lord delights in and wholeheartedly rejoices over His people, holding nothing back. (Deut. 
30:9; Isa. 62:4; 65:19; Jer. 32:41; Zeph. 3:17, Hebrews 12:2). The joy of our union to Him drove 
Him to the cross, crazy.  

“…But you shall be called Hephzibah…for the LORD delights in you… as the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” Isa. 62:4-5  

“I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people…” Isa. 65:19 

“And I will make an everlasting covenant… Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will 
assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.” Jer. 32:40-41 

“For the LORD will again rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers…” Deut. 30:9 

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross…” Hebrews 12:2 
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C. I believe this can be taken literally. One, for Israel to know the delight in God’s heart for them. 
Secondly these are His feelings for the corporate church, all those who believe in Jesus, and 
thirdly for each of personally. I believe if you lean into any one of those three revelations God 
will bring breakthrough to your heart.  

D. So what does it look like for Him to celebrate or rejoice over me personally and us corporately?  

E. Our human celebrations could include: birthdays, anniversaries, excitement about new things, 
one-on-one attention from anyone, smiling, laughing, clapping, dancing/jumping up and down, 
new or cute babies, milestones in people’s lives, engaging in conversation with one another 
about life, cheering for each other, winning things, triumphing over things (when an enemy or 
obstacle is defeated) encouraging and affirming, giving gifts, cuddles and nearness, physical 
intimacy.  

F. In my limited human language this helped me see how God acts toward me. Yet He has zero fear 
about anything and is completely emotionally free to do whatever He wants out of the fullness of 
His love. The revelation of His joy and gladness breaks off every lie of what His character is like 
and what His heart is like. 

G. He has genuine celebration over me, receiving and enjoying MY love. I have His attention. I 
bring God joy in His heart. He is glad over me with dancing. Gladness, rejoicing, dancing, 
singing! The powerful One with all control in heaven and earth is the One rejoicing. Rejoicing in 
me and over me. He is safe and He is stable.  

H. There are different versions of dancing/rejoicing from a human perspective: 
1. Silly-playful and fun 
2. Serious- emotional comfort and declaring truth over me. ( ministry from God to me) 
3. Close- (mutual) deep intimacy partnership and love, unity. A partner dance is when both 

are sharing, both giving, both flowing, our hearts engaged together and overflowing.  
4. Outrageous- undignified, crazy in love, shouting, crying, lovesick 

I. He is inviting us into a divine revelation in seeing Him as rejoicing and playful- if our 
relationship with God is only about confession and my failures, fasting, denying, etc... it’s no 
fun. Godly supernatural relationships have to be based on God’s definition of fun. 

J. I’ve attributed dancing only to worship but I think dancing is actually an expression of love (Him 
dancing and us dancing) His love toward us brings glory to Himself, and His love must be 
expressed: sung, danced. He is about outward expressions of showing us His love.  

K. He is not stoic, He is in love. He loves to hear our voice. God is full of delight and He delights 
and is happy in me. He is a fountain of love that heals every wound and satisfies me deeply.  

1. You are full of love/ravished/taken over by my one glance toward You. You are full of 
gladness in me. You celebrate me, you listen to me, you do not get bored of me, you are 
not annoyed by me, I am not in your way. I am not too much for you. You don’t wish I 
would stop talking. 
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