
GOD’S EMOTIONS TOWARDS BELIEVERS IN THEIR SIN
JESUS AS BRIDEGROOM TEACHING SERIES 9/29/19

I. INTRODUCTION

A. We can run to God in our weakness (sin, confusion, lack of devotion/desire) or run away from 
Him in shame and condemnation to try to fix things on our own.  True humility is running to 
God and having confidence in His emotions towards us in our long-term dependency on Him.  

B. Confidence in God’s love and enjoyment in the midst of our weakness actually propels us into 
holiness as opposed to giving license to sin.  We get more victory because we end up turning to 
the One who has the power to heal and deliver us in the midst of our weakness.  The other option
is to run from God and try to heal/deliver yourself within your own power.  

II. OVERVIEW:  3 CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE

A. How does God feel about us when we sin? God loves everyone but He has different emotions 
towards us based on our consistent responses towards Him.  

1. God is angry with the rebellious who resist His leadership.  God loves, blesses and 
provides for unbelievers, but that does not mean He enjoys them or approves of their 
lifestyles.  He sees them as enemies because of their resistance to His leadership (Romans
5:10; Ephesians 2:1-3, 4:17-19). 

                                     “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”  (John 3:16)

        “He makes His sun rise on the evil and good…sends rain on the just and unjust.” 
(Matthew 5:45)

2. God deeply loves but is grieved (pained because of desire for more) with believers who 
persistently live in known sin. 

3. God loves and deeply enjoys the relationship with believers who have sincere intentions 
to obey Him. 

III. GOD ENJOYS SINCERE YET IMMATURE BELIEVERS 

A. Sincere believers are defined as people who love Jesus, sincerely want to obey Jesus in all that He 
reveals to them, and are pained and quickly repent when they do sin.  Repentance means to come 
into agreement with Jesus’ leadership.  We express our sincere love for Jesus by making the choice 
to wage war on the things of our flesh day after day.  Immaturity refers to areas of righteousness that
a believer is weak in and needs more victory in.  Paul uses other words for mature (complete, 
established, perfected).   (1 Corinthians 14:20; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13; Hebrews 
13:20-21; Romans 16:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:17; Matthew 5:48; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Galatians 3:3).  

“The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew. 26:41)

     “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to 
one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”  (Galatians 5:17)

B. Our obedience and love for God are sincere even while they are weak and flawed. Weak love is not 
false love or hypocritical. The intention to pursue full obedience is different from the attainment of 



it, but God relates to us emotionally based on our heart intentions and He speaks to us prophetically 
as if those intentions were matured.  

“Therefor judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.  Then each one’s praise will 
come from God.”  (1 Corinthians 4:5)

C. Spiritual immaturity is not the same as rebellion. At times they look the same outwardly, but they 
come from very different heart responses. A hypocrite is not someone who fails, but one who says 
one thing and doesn’t intend to obey it. 

D. God enjoyed His relationship with David on the day that he repented after 16 months of compromise
(lying and raiding towns) in Ziklag (1 Sam. 27-30). David wrote Psalm 18 on the day the Lord 
delivered him from Saul.

19He delivered me because He delighted in me… (Ps. 18:19) 

E. David seemed to commit more serious sins than Saul, but God was consistently favorable to David. 
When David sinned his heart was grieved because he grieved God’s heart.  David cared more about 
his present tense relationship with God than the consequences of getting caught by man. Saul gave 
an outward show of repentance while planning to continue in rebellion (1 Sam. 15:22-23).

F. When does God enjoy His prodigal children? The moment they repent. The father immediately gave 
the prodigal favor as seen in giving him the best robes. This happened before the prodigal matured in
his obedience. God enjoyed the prodigal the moment he repented and came into agreement with the 
God’s leadership.  We can be confident of God’s love and enjoyment the moment we repent.  We 
still need to address the sin patterns and sources after repentance, but we do it in light of His love 
and forgiveness.  

18 I will…say to him, “Father, I have sinned…” 20He arose and came to his father. When he was 
still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. 22The father said, “Bring out the best robe and put it on him...” (Luke 15:18-22) 

G. Earthly parents enjoy their children while they are still immature in obedience.  How much more can
God, who is love and joy and delights in mercy, enjoy us while we are growing? 

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? (Lk. 11:13) 

IV. GOD'S ENJOYMENT OF US IS NOT THE SAME AS HIS FULL APPROVAL 

A. God can smile over our lives in a general sense while He deals with particular sins in us. Several 
areas of immaturity do not define our entire relationship with God. 

B. Guilt and conviction say that our actions are wrong and that we can change.  Shame says we 
(who we are as a person) are wrong and that we can’t be changed.  

C. God enjoying us does not mean that He approves of all that we do or overlooks areas needing 
transformation.  He rebukes us when we fail to respond and repent in an area of sin, but He loves
us in the process and the fact that He rebukes us is an expression of His love. 
19As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. (Revelation 3:19)



D. We must not confuse His patience with His approval. He has patience for a season even when we
refuse to fully respond to Him. Jesus gave Jezebel and her disciples in Thyatira time to repent.
21I gave her time to repent of her immorality… (Revelation 2:21) 

E. God suffers long with us as an expression of His patience. He kindly draws us to repent in areas 
of sin in our life. 
4Love suffers long and is kind…7bears all things…endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 

4Do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leads you to repentance? (Romans 2:4) 

V. GOD'S CONVICTION AND CORRECTION ARE NOT REJECTION 

A. Deepening convictions are a healthy sign of a growing friendship with God.  For our benefit, He 
gradually increases the light of conviction on a small number of sin areas at a time.  A healthy 
heart can be confident in God’s present tense enjoyment of their life and steward sensitivity 
towards the sins God is highlighting in that season.  We are called to cultivate conviction in 
partnership with the Spirit by reading the Word, asking for more light, and responding to the 
small movements of conviction by the Spirit through the day.  

B. God delights in those He disciplines. His correction of us is not rejection. It is proof of His love. 
12Whom the LORD loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights. (Proverbs 
3:12) 

C. He corrects the areas that He disapproves of in order to remove all the hindrances to deeper 
friendship.  Holiness means greater freedom to manifest love and receive love.  Sin hinders us 
from loving God and others and creates internal hindrances from receiving love from God and 
others.  He corrects us for our benefit.  
10He (disciplines us) for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. (Hebrews 12:10) 

D. God does not discipline us to the degree we deserve.  Even in His discipline He is kind and 
merciful.   
10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy. (Psalm 103:10-11) 

E. To be disciplined means God cares and has not given up on us. It is a terrible thing to get away 
with sin long-term because that means God is giving that person over to their sin. 
24God gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts… (Romans 1:24) 

“When we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 
world. (1 Corinthians 11:32) 

F. God is jealous for wholehearted love and obedience.  
5Do you think the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in n us yearns jealously"? 
(Jas 4:5) 



VI. GOD IS GRIEVED AT PERSISTENT SIN IN HIS PEOPLE 

A. God is pained and saddened by His people who are persistently unresponsive to His leadership.   
Grieving is an emotional pain in God’s heart due to a disruption in the relationship and the 
effects that in will have in our lives long-term.  There is a momentary grieving of God’s heart 
because sin has a real impact on a real marriage relationship with God, but the main thing that 
grieves God’s heart is when a believer chooses to sin for weeks, months or years without any 
desire to repent.  

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” (Ephesians 4:30) 

B. Jesus spoke of vomiting lukewarm believers out of His mouth.  He is NOT saying that He is 
disgusted with them and wants nothing to do with them.  His heart is sick with concern over 
them and their loss in their relationship with Him. He feels like vomiting because His stomach 
hurts over their condition.  Lukewarm water doesn’t taste good and has negative affects on the 
stomach.  

“Because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold I will vomit you out of My mouth.” 
(Revelation 3:16) 

C. God being grieved does not mean He is distant or angry.  He withholds His felt presence until we
repent and He doesn’t change the conversation until we address the sin.  Even in persistent sin 
God is slow to experience the emotion of anger.  

“For He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness.”  (Joel 2:13)

D. God continues to consider us as His dearly beloved even in times when He is grieved. 

“I have given the dearly beloved of My soul into the hand of her enemies (discipline).” 
(Jeremiah 12:7) 

E. When we do not confront sin in our life we are not loved less by God, but our relationship with 
Jesus is enjoyed less and we suffer loss in several ways:

1. Decrease in our ability to experience joy.

2. Decrease in the spirit of revelation.

3. Decrease in fellowship with God and others (1 John 1:6-7).  

4. Decrease in eternal rewards (1 Corinthians 3:15-17). 
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