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“And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”  And let him who 
thirsts come.  Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”  (Revelation 22:17)

I. THE HOLY SPIRIT BIRTHS DESIRE FOR JESUS

A. The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” - The Holy Spirit wants to birth intense desire in us 
for Jesus.  He transforms the heart, but we have to cooperate with Him by making real 
choices.  We can’t do His part and He won’t do our part in the process.  

B. Awakening desire in the bride is the Holy Spirit’s main agenda across the earth until the 
return of Jesus.  He’s doing this by revealing the beauty of Jesus as Bridegroom and by 
washing the church with the revelation of her beauty to Jesus (Ephesians 5:26-27).  We 
desire more when we see more of Him.  

C. Whoever thirsts and desires come - Deeper desire for Jesus is necessary to experience 
deeper things in His heart.  Desire is the same as hunger and thirsting in our bodies.  They 
alert us to our need and then motivate us to pursue satisfaction.  The deeper desire goes in 
us the more aggressive we will be in pursuing satisfaction in God.  The only people that 
drink of the river of life are those that are moved with spiritual thirst.  

D. My prayer for myself and our church has been that God would consume us with desire and 
thirst for Him in order to usher us into the deeper things.  Desire creates a focused pursuit of
God and moves us to push past the internal issues and external circumstances to encounter 
Him.  

E. Desire is raw and aggressive and growing like a bonfire and it doesn’t settle for being 
unsatisfied.  

“As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.  My soul thirsts for 
the living God.  When shall I appear before God?  My tears have been my food day and 
night, while they continually say to me, “Where is your God?”  (Psalm 42:1-3)

“O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water.  So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power 
and your glory.”  (Psalm 63:1)

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!  My soul longs, yes, even faints for the 
courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the Living God.”  (Psalm 84:1-2)

“Though war may rise against me, in this I will be confident.  One thing I have desired of 
the LORD, that will I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.”  (Psalm 27:3-4)



“Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; shame has covered my face.  I have become a
stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s children; because zeal for Your house 
has eaten me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.”  (Psalm 
69:8-9)

F. God reveals Himself to a measure and then waits for us to respond.  Then He responds by 
giving more to us to the degree that we have desire (Mark 4:24).  

G. Take the water of life freely – God is always inviting us into more experience of Him and 
His life (Isaiah 55:1-2; John 7:37-39).  Desire increases when we get a higher vision of what
is available to us in the Spirit.  Revelation tells us there is more for us to experience of God. 
Two signs that desire is growing are that you want to be with Him more and be like Him 
more.  

H. There has to be a “taking” of the water of life on our part.  Spiritual desire moves us to 
spiritual violence (Matthew 11:12) to where we take the things of the kingdom by force.  

I. Fasting food is a part of cultivating desire and it’s an expression of desire (Matthew 9:15).  

I. HOW TO CULTIVATE DESIRE

1. Ask God for an increase in desire (longing, hunger, thirsting).  Pray the desire prayers of the
Bible as a part of your personal prayer list.  

2. Consider fasting food for one meal or one day a week.  

3. Focus on the beauty and love of God in your bible study, meditation and worship.  As you 
do this the Holy Spirit will give you greater “taste and see” moments of God’s heart that 
will awaken more desire for Him.  The more we see and taste of Him, the more we want 
Him.  

4. Recognize the things that you turn to for stimulation, entertainment, checking out, comfort 
that are substitutes for God’s presence and actively resist them.  It is normal for people to 
shut down the Holy Spirit’s desire birthing process by turning to quick stimulants over and 
over again in their prayer times, but also in their lifestyles.  

A) We all have cultivated some fleshly/earthly appetites and those need to be confronted in 
order to cultivate a spiritual appetite.  We need to face our dullness, boredom, 
distractedness and bodily appetites in real moments in time in order to let spiritual desire
take root in us.  This is a painful process.  We have to face our appetites for immediate 
stimulation in order to learn to wait for the presence of the Lord.  

B) Spiritual hunger can only come forth if we keep our spiritual stomachs empty of other 
things.  

5. Consistently stay in God’s presence longer than you “want” in order to face a level of 
spiritual boredom and let the Holy Spirit birth more desire.  


