
INTRODUCTION TO PROPHECY AND THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
GROWING IN PROPHECY – SESSION 1

I. OVERVIEW OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND THE 5-FOLD MINISTRY

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edification of the body 
of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:11-12)

A. God has appointed and anointed some to be high level governmental leaders in the church.  
These leaders are catalytic in edifying and equipping believers to walk in fullness.  I believe
the number of people walking in these callings are small, but I believe they will increase as 
we pray for fullness in the church.  Some dismiss these callings altogether, some wrongly 
exalt the individuals in these positions and some misunderstand the positions as applying to 
all believers.  

1. These positions and levels of anointing existed in the 1st century and will continue to 
exist until the return of Jesus (Ephesians 4:13).  

2. Called and anointed believers in these positions are merely walking in powerful 
functions that impact a larger number of people than normal.  They are not necessarily 
closer to God or free from imperfections/challenges/error.  

3. God has only given some to walk in these levels of leadership.  You may be stronger in 
prophesying or evangelizing than other giftings, but that doesn’t mean you qualify to be 
at the Ephesians 4 level of leadership in the larger church body.  

B. I see more challenges than benefits in giving people 5-Fold titles in the Body of Christ, 
therefore I’m slow to title leaders.    

“But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individual as He wills.”
(1 Corinthians 12:11)

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function.”  
(Romans 12:4).  

C. All of the gifts of the Spirit are available to every believer at all times.  Some never seek to 
operate in certain giftings because they assume the Spirit hasn’t given them those giftings, 
which makes them passive in pursuing more power.  You can express God’s power in all of 
these ways without “having the gifting”.  Having a gift of the Spirit means you walk in a 
higher level of power consistenly in that area.  Even with a gifting there are varying levels 
of power (Romans 12:3, 6).  

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them; if prophecy, 
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith.”  



D. I believe we all walk in 1-2 of the gifts to a greater measure than other gifts, but that may 
change in different seasons and it may depend on multiple factors (levels of teaching, 
stepping out, faith, God’s timing, ministry needs, etc).  

E. Every believer can hear the voice of their Father and their Husband for themselves and 
others.  Prophecy is the only fruit mentioned in the outpouring of the Spirit in Acts 2.  

F. There are varying levels of the prophetic gifting.  Each level is determined by gifting, 
maturity (biblical wisdom, accountability, character, godly lifestyle), and history 
(experience, track record of accurate prophecies, relational history with leaders and level of 
commissioning by the Lord).  Believers that walk in higher levels of prophetic gifting might
walk through every level of prophecy over years or decades.  

1. Inspirational Prophecy – This is the level of prophecy that most believers walk in.  
Inspirational prophecy is encouraging and comforting and can include words of 
knowledge and some predictive elements (1 Corinthians 14:3).  

2. Prophetic Gifting – This level of prophetic combines inspirational prophecy with more 
predictive and precise prophecies.  These people may experience more dreams than 
others, open visions or angelic visitations.  

3. Prophetic Ministry – People in this category may be widely recognized and accepted or 
their level of gifting and ministry impact.  They are very accurate in their prophecies 
over individuals and corporate bodies.  They probably have a strong predictive element 
to their words and are called upon by other leaders and churches for direction and 
correction.  They have a track record of being very accurate and godly in their delivery, 
mature in their lifestyle and experienced in prophetic ministry.  They may have other 
power giftings accompany their prophetic words such as healings and miracles.  

4. Prophetic Office – New Testament prophets have highly accurate prophecies that are 
recognized by many leaders in the body of Christ.  They have a track record of highly 
accurate prophecies that spans years or decades.  They speak into larger portions of the 
body of Christ and given insight into what God is saying and doing in regions or 
nations.  They regularly receive strong prophetic words through dreams, open visions, 
angelic visitations, audible voice and heavenly encounters.  They have biblical wisdom 
and biblical perspective on what God is doing.  The Lord commissions prophets with 
powerful encounters.  

G. Old Testament Prophecy vs New Testament Prophecy – Most of the prophetic in the Old 
Testament came through open visions, dreams, angelic visitations, God’s audible voice, 
Heavenly visitations, only came to a small number of people and had to be 100% accurate.  
New Testament prophecy mostly comes through small impressions, comes to every believer 
and requires corporate testing and discernment.  They can still be very accurate but God’s 
way of communicating shifted primarily to the internal voice of the Holy Spirit.   

II. THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY IN THE CHURCH

“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit (heart) of prophecy.”  (Revelation 19:10)



A. The testimony of Jesus – His testimony is what He’s thinking, feeling and doing in the 
nations and in us as individuals.  It refers to His testimony, perspective or His storyline over 
our lives. Prophecy is anything that is inspired by the Holy Spirit.  It may be about the 
future, but often times it is a simple affirmation from God’s heart.       

1. Jesus builds up the Bride through prophecy – the gifts are meant for the edification of 
others in the body, and Jesus uses them to strengthen His bride.  We are one of the 
vehicles that He uses to speak to His bride and bring her forth into maturity (1 Cor 12:7; 
14:3-4; 14:12, 14:26; Eph 4:16, 5:26). 

2. God reinforces His perspective over us and confronts accusations (Eph 5:26).  

3. God is extravagant in His encouragement and never wearies of our need for 
encouragement. 

4. God is thinking about us a million times an hour and wants to share those thoughts with 
us (Psalm 139).  I believe God will prophesy through us most times when we ask 
because He is so encouraging and so filled with thoughts about us.  

B. Friendship with Jesus – Jesus wants to share the things of His heart with us because He 
wants friendship.  Prophecy is more than just being a delivery man; it is about friendship 
and partnership with a Man who’s consumed with us.  Every prophetic impression He gives 
is precious if we have the right perspective.  The fact that God would speak to us and 
partner with us to impact other people is a sign of our dignity before Him.  

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.”  (1 Corinthians 12:7)

“From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by which every joint supplies, according to 
the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 
edification of itself in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16)

C. We must pursue prophecy as a way of loving others (1 Cor 13) and as a way of growing the 
body of Christ (1 Cor 12:7; 14:3-4; 14:12, 14:26; Eph 4:16).  Prophecy is one of the main 
ways that binds us together as different parts of the body of Christ.  God wants to fill us 
with His thoughts, emotions and plans for one another and then have us to work together to 
see those plans come to pass in each other’s lives.  

D. Prophecy results in edification, exhortation and comfort (1 Cor 14:3). 

1. Edification literally means to build people up spiritually by confirming their calling and 
identity in God.

2. Exhortation/Encouragement strengthens people to persevere in circumstances and 
heart issues.  The greek word could mean to challenge/call forth or bring comfort by 
convincing from God’s perspective.  

3. Comfort gives God’s perspective over difficult and confusing seasons of life, whether 
past or present.  



E. Prophetic words release the Spirit’s power on human hearts.  They impart courage, strength 
and hope to hearts and at times have the power to shift lives in a tangible way.  He uses 
prophecy to break off confusion, demonic accusation and discouragement and propels 
people forward into God’s perspective over their lives.  

F. Paul’s main exhortations concerning prophecy:  

1. Don’t be ignorant (1 Corinthians 12:1) – Understand what the gifts are and how they 
work to a greater measure.  God cares about the ministry of the Spirit and wants us to 
grow in our partnership in them.  

2. Don’t be babes in understanding corporate dynamics and grow in spiritual maturity (1 
Corinthians 14:20) – We must grow in our wisdom and maturity in operating in the gifts 
of the spirit in love and edification.  

3. Pursue loving others through prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1) – We must pursue prophecy 
for the sake of those around us.  

4. Zealously pursue prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:39, 14:1, 14:12) – Give energy to growing 
in prophecy.  God wants us to experience His Face (intimacy) and His Hand (power) 
without apologizing for either one.  Being zealous and hungry for God’s manifest power
is a godly thing.  Prophecy is to be zealously pursued.  Occasionally some say, “I’ll 
prophesy when God decides to talk to me,” but Paul said that we are to be active in 
pursuing God for Him to speak to us.  We are to assume God wants to speak more and 
that we have an active role in positioning ourselves to hear Him better and making 
ourselves available Him.  

5. Don’t despise prophecy (1 Thessalonians 5:20) – Resist unbelief in context to growing 
in prophecy with others in community.  People can despise prophecy because words can 
be repetitive, they come at the impression level, they don’t like the symbolism aspect, 
they’re offended by the promises because they’re living in unbelief or they despise the 
weak people that “hear God’s voice”.

6. Test all prophecy (1 Thessalonians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 14:29) – Every prophetic word 
should be tested.  Is it biblical?  Do I bear witness in my spirit?  Is it in line with what 
God has spoken to me before?  Do my friends and leaders bear witness with the word?  
What parts are from God and which parts might not be from God? 

III. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

A. Ask God for 1-2 things you need to respond to in this teaching and pray through them.  

B. Meditate on Revelation 19:10.  

C. Read Mike Bickle’s Book – Chapter  5 – The Difference Between the Gift of prophecy and 
the being a Prophet.  

D. Read Mike Bickle’s Book – Chapter 10 – False Equations about Prophetic Giftings.


