
WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE AND WORDS OF WISDOM
GROWING IN PROPHECY TEACHING SERIES (12/15/19)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The next teaching topics within this series include:  Dream Interpretation, Testing/Stewarding 
Personal Prophecies, Corporate Prophecy and Discerning God’s Will.  I highly recommend 
taking time to read Mike Bickle’s free book on prophecy, “Growing in the Prophetic” and 
“Words of Knowledge Made Easy” by Scott Thompson.  

B. Every believer can hear God’s voice and speak inspired words that impart supernatural life and 
direction to others.  There are three reasons why you may not feel like you’re hearing God’s 
voice:  You haven’t identified His voice yet, you haven’t yet developed a quiet conversation 
with God in your prayer life or you may have a spiritual wall in your heart hindering your 
ability to hear God as Father, Husband and Friend.  

C. Every believer can express God’s power in each of the gifts of the Spirit to a measure.  My 
personal approach is to ask for all of them in prayer and fasting and step out in each area and to 
see what unfolds over decades.  Don’t let unbelief and a lack of testimonies define your 
theology and trap you in spiritual passivity.  

D. God wants us to intentionally and zealously pursue prophecy.  What does it look like for you to 
pursue this with zeal?  God wants to put our destinies inside of each other’s mouths as we 
prophecy over one another so that we will fight for each other’s destinies in the process.  God 
deposits His zeal for people in our hearts when we connect to the spirit of prophecy over their 
lives.  

“But earnestly desire the best gifts…...Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you 
may prophesy….I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied…..Even so 
you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts….Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy.”  (1
Corinthians 13:31; 14:1; 14:12; 14:39)  

II. WORDS OF KNOWLEDGE AND WORDS OF WISDOM

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all, for to one is given the 
word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit.”  (1 
Corinthians 12:7-8) 

A. A common way to group the gifts of the Spirit is:  
1. Gifts of Revelation (divine insight)– Words of knowledge, words of wisdom, discerning 

spirits
2. Gifts of Power – Gift of faith, gifts of healings, gift of miracles
3. Gifts of Inspiration (divine perspective)– Gift of prophecy, gift of tongues, gift of 

interpretation



B. Both gifts flow within prophecy, though Paul distinguishes them in 1 Corinthians 12.  Prophecy 
could be seen as God’s perspective and God’s heart, while these two gifts could be seen as 
God’s insight and God’s information.  

C. Words of knowledge and words of wisdom are supernatural fragments of information given by 
the Holy Spirit.  They are supernaturally given and are not dependent on our natural abilities.  
Some people wrongly interpret them as being natural gifts in the sense that they have general 
knowledge or have wisdom.   

D. God gives words of knowledge to give detailed direction, warning, insight (counseling, 
intercession) or as a means of building faith for the hearer that God knows them and to get their 
attention to the prophecy that is connected to the word of knowledge.  Many times a word of 
knowledge is about the past or the present, but they can also be about the future.  

“Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”  The woman answered and said, “I 
have no husband,”  Jesus said to her, “You have well said, “I have no husband.”  For you have had 
five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”  
(John 4:16-18)

“And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you 
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him.  Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, “The 
Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”  Then 
he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us.”  (Mark 
14:13-15)

“Jesus saw Nathaniel coming toward Him, and said to him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no deceit!  Nathaniel said to Him, “How do You know me?”  Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  (John 1:47-49)

E. Some believe a word of wisdom is information pertaining to the future, meaning it is predictive 
prophecy.  God’s wisdom in the bible is often times seen as His hidden yet unfolding plan.  
Others believe it is divine application of prophetic information such as a dream interpretation 
and application.  Joseph’s example (Genesis 40:8; 41:25-35) – He knew what Pharaoh’s dream 
meant and he knew how to apply the dream in real life.  
  

“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom (futuristic plan) which God 
ordained before the ages for our glory.”  (1 Corinthians 2:7)

“Do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding.”  (Colossians 1:9)



F. Ways to receive words of knowledge:

1. Healing words – picture a human body and ask the Holy Spirit to visually bring your 
attention to one specific area.  Ask the Spirit to touch your physical bodyBe aware of 
sympathy pains in your body.  See if He brings a thought of a part of the body He wants to 
touch.  

2. Ask the Holy Spirit for descriptions of people He wants you to pray for or encourage this 
week and ask for details about their life.  

3. Ask the Spirit a specific question about the person you’re speaking to (age, birthday, how 
many children, names of friends/family).    

III. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

1. Read chapter 5 in “Words of Knowledge Made Easy”.  Take a few minutes each day this week 
to ask God for a word of knowledge for somebody that you’ll see that day.  Write down what 
you think you’re hearing and how you’re hearing it (pictures, thoughts, physical sensations, etc)
and take that list with you for the day.  

2. Take a few minutes each day to get a prophetic word for one person.  Share that word with the 
person via phone/email/in person.  

3. Look up youtube videos on words of knowledge to hear other teachings or testimonies (Shawn 
Bolz, Todd White, Scott Thompson, Bill Johnson/Kris Valloton, Randy Clark, John Wimber, 


