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I. INTRODUCTION

A. God mostly speaks to us through faint impressions and we will grow in prophecy quicker if we 
will allow ourselves to speak out things that we’re not 100% sure of.  

B. God gives more prophetic words and more intense encounters based on the intensity of the 
prophecy.  Angelic encounters come when the assignment requires perseverance and clarity.  

C. Biblical principles cannot be a substitute for a heart that moves in conversation with God.  
Prophecy, dream interpretation and testing prophecy mostly flow from a heart that moves in 
conversation with God.  It is much harder to do these things if you’ve not been cultivating a 
tender sensitive heart.  

D. What did Paul mean when he said, “God is not the author of confusion/disorder but of peace,” 
and, “let all things be done decently and in order?”  (1 Corinthians 14:34, 40)

E. The gifts of the Spirit are messy because of human immaturity.  Paul never shut down 
immaturity in context to the gifts; instead he called them into greater things and gave them 
biblical boundaries and values that would help them flow in God’s power even more.  

F. There is human leadership and restraint needed when it comes to the things of the Spirit.  Paul 
was writing to bring spiritual order to an immature church who operated in power.  He called 
them to pursue the Spirit in the midst of the messiness when other leaders would have cautioned
them or shut them down.  We are called to guide and give leadership in the midst of the 
messiness.  

II. TESTING PROPHECY

“Do not despise prophecies.  Test all things; hold fast what is good.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:20-21)

A. Testing is our biblical responsibility and it is one of the God given means to keep our hearts free
from despising prophecy.  Testing prophecy gives us spiritual permission to not receive 
everything that is given to us by others.  Despising the things of the Spirit can happen when 
people don’t feel empowered to participate in the prophetic process, which can result in feeling 
trapped by another person’s prophetic impressions.  

B. Do not despise prophecies – Despising prophecy shuts down the human heart to all realms of 
prophecy in a similar way that offense defiles and affects all parts of our hearts and those 
around us.  Despising is a sign of pain and offense.  



C. We despise prophecies because:
1.  They are repetitive.
2. They are impression level. 
3. We’re around prophetic people and we get over familiar with prophecy. 
4. We don’t like the symbolic dimension to prophecy and dreams. 
5. We don’t like the time and attention it takes to interpret and apply prophecy. 
6. We’re offended by prophetic promises because we’re living in offense and unbelief. 
7. We despise the weak people that “hear God’s voice”.

D. Test all things –   To test means to evaluate, prove, refine or sift the word to see what is from 
God and what is not from God.   Truth will always prove itself in the midst of the testing 
process.  The process of testing is also about taking time to hear more God on the details of the 
prophecy.  God will give you a paragraph of extra information for each sentence of a prophecy.  

E. Testing is a sign of faith that actually promotes the activity of the Holy Spirit.  Paul put the 
instruction to test all things right after he told them not to quench the Holy Spirit.  There is 
pressure to not test prophecies because of fear of man, pressure from others, and confusion as to
what faith looks like in context to prophecy.  

F. You can test prophecies with a heart of faith and rightly say parts are not from God and you can 
test things with a cynical/unbelieving heart and wrongly say parts are not from God.  

G. Prophecy is a team effort.  We receive from others and then they have to humbly submit their 
word to us and the Holy Spirit to pray about.  When we give prophetic words we should never 
communicate them in such a way that demands the other person 100% receive what we’re 
saying in the moment.

H. How to test prophecies:

1. Observe what you’re sense of the prophecy was when you first received it.  Did you feel 
clarity in the moment?  Did you feel God’s presence touching you (bearing witness) in the 
moment? 

2. Is it brand new information or is it in line with what you or others have senses over your 
life?  

3. How does it compare to the Bible?  

4. Do you feel God’s presence and clarity on parts of the word as you pray about it?  Like 
dream interpretation, pray the actual words of the prophecy back to the Lord in conversation
and expect to sense His voice in some way.  The Spirit moves on our hearts with His 
presence and revelation when we speak words back to Him.  

5. Give the word to trusted friends and leaders and ask them to test the word with you.  

6. Ask the Lord for confirmations moving forward, but be loose on when those might happen.  



I. Our perception of who God is influences our ability to test words.  Our fleshly desires are also a
factor to be aware of and resist in the testing process (big things that touch our ego, desire for 
promotion, unbiblical values, timing).  

J. Hold fast what is good – Pay attention to the details that seem right and good and hold onto 
them because there is going to be resistance to God’s words in your life.  This verse implies that
there will be extra parts of a prophecy that are not from Him.     

III. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

A. Ask the Lord if there is anything in your heart that despises prophecy or the things of the Spirit 
and ask Him why that is there. Repent of any areas He highlights, forgive anybody that He 
highlights and ask Him to tenderize your heart in that area.  

B. Go through the testing process with a prophetic you’ve received before. 

C. Exercise prophecy this week in some way (ask for words of knowledge for the day or prophecy 
over friends/family in a safe setting).  

D. Read Mike Bickle’s book (Chapter 3 – Revelation, Interpretation and Application).  


