
THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT Part 1
PRIESTLY IDENTITY TEACHING SERIES (3/15/20)

I. REVIEW

A. New Testament believers are grafted into Israel’s identity and function as a priestly people that 
co-reign with God over the earth.  The book of Revelation gives us significant spiritual insight 
into what heaven’s worship and prayer is like and how that impacts the earthly realm.  The 
priestly function of the believers and angels is highlighted in Revelation, which is why our 
identity as Priests and Kings is highlighted in Revelation 1:5-6 and why Jesus appears to John 
as a Priest in Revelation 1.  

B. We gain insight and faith in our calling as Priests as we look at God’s value for temples and 
priests throughout the Old Testament.  

C. Our Priestly Calling is summarized in these qualities:
A) Friendship: Access and Nearness to God’s Presence.
B) Gazing:  Capacity and Calling to see God’s Personality/Glory
C) Partnership:  Intercession, Worship, Part of God’s Counsel
D) Proclamation:  Telling others what God is like (His Personality, values, gospel, future 

plans)

II. OVERVIEW OF GOD’S VALUE FOR TEMPLES/PRIESTS

A. God’s Perspective of the Temple:

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.”  (Exodus 25:8)

1. God wanted physical nearness to His people.  He wanted to “tabernacle” with them.  

“Let us go into His tabernacle; Let us worship at His footstool.”  (Psalm 132:7)

“Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His footstool— He is holy.”  (Psalm 99:5)

“Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. Where is the house that 
you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest?”  (Isaiah 66:1)

2. Heaven’s throne was supernaturally connected to earthly temples.  The mercy seat, which 
was on top of the ark of the covenant box, was considered to be God’s throne on the earth. 
The life and power that flows out of the throne room in heaven was promised to flow out of 
the earthly temple if there was earthly agreement. 

“who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he 
was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the 
pattern shown you on the mountain.”  (Hebrews 8:5)



“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.”  (Hebrews 9:23)

“See to it that you make them (tabernacle details) according to the pattern which was shown you on 
the mountain (Exodus 25:40)

“Then David gave his son Solomon the plans….and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit…. 
“All this,” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the 
works of these plans.”  (1 Chronicles 28:11-12, 19)

3. God gave Moses and David open visions concerning what the heavenly tabernacle looked 
like so that they could build copies on the earth.  These are NOT just Old Testament 
revelations, but instead are eternal revelations of what will always want done.  

B. God’s eternal strategy for expanding His kingdom on the earth is to have corporate 
worship/prayer centers.  He started creation with a temple and priestly partnership and He’ll 
bring it back at His coming, which is an indicator that this is an eternal approach in God’s 
kingdom. 

1. Garden of Eden Temple – Adam and Eve were commissioned to tend and keep the Garden 
as a sanctuary for them and God.  God was going to expand His Paradise kingdom from that
place to the ends of the earth.  

2. Melchizedek Temple – Melchizedek was a King and a Priest in Jerusalem in the days of 
Abraham (Genesis 14:18-21).  

3. Moses’ Tabernacle – Israel was commissioned with Adam and Eve’s calling to be priests 
that were to build a sanctuary and expand God’s kingdom.  God brought them back to 
Israel/Jerusalem as the Promised Land because that’s where the Garden of Eden was.  

4. David’s Tabernacle/Solomon’s Temple – David and Solomon re-established Israel’s calling 
as priests who served in the temple.  

And, according to the order of David, his father, he appointed the divisions of the priests for their 
service...for so David the man of God had commanded.”  (2 Chronicles 8:14)

“And Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to the hand of the priests, the 
Levites, whom David had assigned in the house of the LORD…with rejoicing and with singing, as it 
was established by David (2 Chronicles 23:18)

“He stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and 
with harps, according to the commandment of David.”  (2 Chronicles 29:25)

“The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their places, according to the command of David.”  (2 
Chronicles 35:15)

“When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to 
the ordinances of David King of Israel.”  (Ezra 3:10-13)



“Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the 
purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son.  For in the days of David 
and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.  In 
the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and 
the gatekeepers, a portion for each day.  They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the 
Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron.”  (Nehemiah 12:45-47)

5. 7 Old Testament revivals in Israel every 100 years -  They restored the temple 
singers/musicians and saw revivals in the land.  

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14)

6. Jesus as the Temple – Jesus was a small taste of God fully tabernacling with men on the 
earth.  

7. New Testament Church – We can be a corporate temple and we are individual temples 
(Ephesians 2:20-22, 3:10; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; 1 Corinthians 3:16).  The early church continued to
gather for prayer in the Jerusalem temple, as well as in houses on a daily basis.  

8. End-Time Praying Church (3 ½ years before Jesus’ return) – The greatest release of God’s 
power will happen through a global prayer movement, which will culminate in Jesus’ 
physical return and the demonic kingdom’s complete defeat (Revelation 5:8, 8:3, 12:7-9, 
14:1-3, 22:17).  

“Behold, the Man, whose name is the Branch!  From His place He shall branch out, and He shall 
build the temple of the LORD; Yes, He shall build the temple of the LORD.  He shall bear the glory, 
and shall sit and rule on His throne; so He shall be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace 
shall be between them both.”  (Zechariah 6:12-13)

“At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be 
gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem.”  (Jeremiah 3:17)

“The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the pine, and the box tree together, to beautify
the place of My sanctuary; and I will make the place of My feet glorious.”  (Isaiah 60:13)

9. Jesus’ Temple during His 1,000 year reign – Jesus will build a temple in Jerusalem and 
expand the Garden Paradise to the ends of the earth (Ezekiel 47; Isaiah 51:3).  

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with 
them and be their God.”  (Revelation 21:2-3)



10. The New Jerusalem (as a temple) on the earth – The Heavenly Paradise will fully join to the
earth over Jerusalem so that the Father can fully dwell with His people.  

VIII. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

A. Read the introduction and chapter 1 in the Unceasing book.    

B. Think about and write down what you have learned about God’s purpose for temples and 
priests.  Look at the verses and write down your thoughts and questions.  

C. Read chapter 1 (Eden as a Temple) of “God Dwells Among Us – Expanding Eden to the ends of
the Earth” by G. K. Beale.  Most of the chapter is available as a free preview on Amazon.  


