
JESUS IS A PRIEST ON HIS THRONE
PRIESTLY IDENTITY TEACHING SERIES (4/12/20)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The main points of Jesus’ Priestly ministry:

1. There is a real Holy of Holies in heaven and Jesus functions as a King/Priest there.

2. Jesus will forever release His kingly power through priestly ministry.  Throne and temple 
are the same thing in God’s perspective.  God’s throne room is a temple.  

3. Believers have access into a literal temple in heaven.  We release our kingly power through 
the priestly ministries listed below.  

B. Our Priestly Calling is summarized in these qualities:
1. Friendship: Access and Nearness to God’s Presence.
2. Gazing:  Capacity and Calling to see God’s Personality/Glory.
3. Partnership:  Intercession, Worship, Part of God’s Counsel.
4. Proclamation:  Telling others what God is like (His Personality, values, gospel, future 

plans).

II. A LITERAL TEMPLE AND HOLY OF HOLIES IN HEAVEN

“Who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he 
was about to make the tabernacle.  For He said, “See that you make all things according to the 
pattern shown you on the mountain.”  (Hebrews 8:5)

A. The earthly temples were copies of a literal temple in heaven.  The Father really dwells in a 
spiritual/tangible location in the New Jerusalem and Moses and David saw how it functioned.  

B. What questions come to mind when you think about there being a real temple in heaven?

C. The earthly temple was made by humans, but the heavenly temple was built by God.  Hebrews 
was exhorting the Jewish believers in the truth that Jesus was a greater high priest in a greater 
temple as compared to the earthly Jewish temple/priests.  

“A Minister (Jesus) of the sanctuary (Holy of Holies) and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
erected, and not man.”  (Hebrews 8:2)

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.”  (Hebrews 9:11)



“For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands...but into heaven itself.”  (Hebrews 
9:24)

D. He entered into the heavenly Holy of Holies in the same way that Aaron entered into the Holy 
of Holies on the earth.  Jesus sprinkled His blood in the heavenly sanctuary as a witness of the 
New Covenant that He was making with God and humanity.  

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place.”  
(Hebrews 9:12

“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with 
these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  For Christ has not 
entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us.”  (Hebrews 9:23-24)

E. Other references to there being a real Temple in heaven:
1. Priests (1:6, 4:4, 5:10, 20:6) 
2. Golden censer (Revelation 8:3).
3. Altar before God’s throne (Revelation 6:9, 8:3-5, 14:18; Isaiah 6:6). 
4. Incense offered to God (Revelation 8:3-5 5:8). 
5. Worship with instruments (Revelation 5:8, 14:2, 15:2). 
6. Trumpets (Revelation 8:2, 7, 8, 10, 12, 9:1, 13, 11:15). 
7. Temple in Heaven (Revelation 7:15, 11:19, 13:6, 14:15, 15:5, 8; Isaiah 6:1)
8. Ark of the Covenant (Revelation 11:19)
9. Fine Linen Garments (Revelation 4:4, 6:11, 7:9, 15:6, 16:15, 19:8, 19:16, 
10. Golden bowls (Revelation 5:8, 15:7, 16:2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 12, 17, 21:9)
11. Worship (Daniel 9:10, Revelation 4:8-11, 5:9-14, 7:9-12, 15, 11:15-18, 14:2-3, 15:2-4, 

16:5, 19:1-6, 
12. Prayer (Revelation 5:8, 6:10, 8:3, 
13. People/Angels Gazing on God (4:7-8)
14. God’s Throne (40 times)
15. Human thrones (3:21, 4:4, 20:4)
16. Lampstand (Revelation 1:4, 13, 4:5)

III. JESUS RELEASES KINGLY POWER THROUGH PRIESTLY MINISTRY

A. Jesus shows us what it looks like to be a King that releases His power and decrees through 
priestly ministry in the heavenly temple.  There is no separation between being a King and a 
Priest in God’s perspective.  Jesus is a Priest on His throne by the Fathers’ throne (Hebrews 1:3,
8:1, 10:12-13; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Revelation 5:6; Zechariah 6:12-13).  

“Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:  We have such a High Priest, who is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”  (Hebrews 8:1)



“But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,
from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.”  (Hebrews 10:12-13)

B. The New Testament often quotes Psalm 110 in saying that Jesus is King/Priest in the order of 
Melchizedek.  One reason for this is because Melchizedek was the King and Priest of Jerusalem
in the same way Jesus is the King/Priest in the New Jerusalem and He will be over earthly 
Jerusalem.  Melchizedek was an example of the power of bringing kingly and priestly functions 
together.  

“The LORD has sworn and will not relent, You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”  (Psalm 110:4)

C. Jesus is enthroned and He extends His leadership through the rod of prayer and worship

“The LORD said to my Lord, sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies your footstool.” The 
LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.  Rule in the midst of Your enemies!”  (Psalm 
110:1-2)

D. Jesus appeared to John as a Priest over the Churches in Revelation 1.  His garments and sash 
were those of both Kings and Priests (. 

E. Jesus’ Priestly Ministry

1. Takes counsel with the Father

2. Releases Prophetic Declarations that release God’s power (Psalm 2:7-9)

3. Relates to His people in compassion and releases power to help (Hebrews 4:16). 

4. Intercession – His blood made intercession for us once and for all, but His intercessory 
prayers, as a Man before the throne, continue forever.  Romans 8:26-27, 34 tell us that the 
context for His intercession is prayer, not just His past sacrifice.  

“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.”  (Hebrews 7:25)

“Who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”  (Romans 8:34)

5. Friendship with the Father and Worship of the Father

“He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying:  “I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the 
midst of the assembly I   (Jesus)   will sing praise to You   (Father)  .”  (Hebrews 2:12)



IV. OUR PRIESTLY ACCESS INTO THE HEAVENLY TEMPLE

A. Jesus has given given us direct access to the Father in the temple in heaven.  He tore the veil on 
the cross as the display of the new access we would have to God in heaven.  

“Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;”  (Matthew 27:51)

“Therefore brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh.”  (Hebrews 10:19-20)
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace.”  (Hebrews 4:16)

“For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”  (Ephesians 2:18)

B. The Passover Lamb in the Exodus story freed Israel to “serve/worship” God in the wilderness 
as a kingdom of priests.  In the same way, Jesus the Passover Lamb, has freed us from bondage 
so that we can enter into the priestly reality and serve Him in worship in His physical presence. 
 

“And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, “Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness”; but indeed, until now you would not hear!”  
(Exodus 7:16)

“To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood and has made us kings and 
priests to His God and Father.”  (Revelation 1:5-6)

“These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve   (worship)   
Him day and night in His temple.  And He who sits on the throne will dwell (Tabernacle) among 
them.”  (Revelation 7:14-15)

C. Our spirit man is supernaturally joined to Jesus’ spirit and we are priests on thrones in the 
temple in heaven.  We can enjoy God’s presence now and we can rule from the throne room in 
heaven if we give time to entering into the spirit of Revelation on this truth.  

“Raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  
(Ephesians 2:6)

D. We supernaturally experience our throne room access by meditating on the throne room and our
position on thrones.  We live from the throne room and put our flesh to death as we fill our 
minds on the throne room.  

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at 
the right hand of God.”  (Colossians 3:1)



“Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth….Therefore put to death your members 
which are on the earth (contrast with our spirit in heaven).”  (Colossians 3:2, 5)

E. The human elders around God’s throne give us a picture of what our position is like around 
God’s throne right now.  We learn how to function as Kings in God’s kingdom by looking at 
what they do in the throne room and how that impacts the earth.  One main point of the book of 
Revelation is that is shows us the direct connection between what happens in the throne room 
and the direct result that has on the earth.  

“Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, 
clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.”  (Revelation 4:4)

F. Our ministries must be based on our ministry to God in His throne room.  To not function as a 
priest (prayer, worship, declarations, intimacy) is like a king trying to rule without ever entering
His throne room and ruling from His throne.  It’s a process that we have to give ourselves to, 
but we have to renew our minds with God’s Word and get aligned with how His government 
functions.  

V. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

1. Read Chapter 5 (My House Shall be Called a House of Prayer) in the Unceasing book by Billy 
Humphrey.  Free download on the Sioux Falls public library app.  

2. Meditate on the verses from one of the sections in these notes that you are least familiar with.  


