
OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTHOOD – PART 3
PRIESTLY IDENTITY TEACHING SERIES (4/5/20)

I. REVIEW

A. New Testament believers are grafted into Israel’s identity and function as a priestly people that 
co-reign with God over the earth (1 Peter 2:9).  Therefore, we gain insight and faith in our 
calling as Priests as we look at God’s value for temples and priests throughout the Old 
Testament.  

B. Our Priestly Calling is summarized in these qualities:
1. Friendship: Access and Nearness to God’s Presence.
2. Gazing:  Capacity and Calling to see God’s Personality/Glory.
3. Partnership:  Intercession, Worship, Part of God’s Counsel.
4. Proclamation:  Telling others what God is like (His Personality, values, gospel, future 

plans).

C. God’s Perspective of the Temple:

1. God wanted physical nearness to His people.  He wanted to “tabernacle” with them (Exodus
25:8). 

2. Heaven’s throne was supernaturally connected to earthly temples.  The life and power that 
flows out of the throne room in heaven was promised to flow out of the earthly temple if 
there was earthly agreement (Psalm 132:7). 

3. God gave Moses and David open visions concerning what the heavenly tabernacle looked 
like so that they could build copies on the earth.  These are NOT just Old Testament 
revelations, but instead are eternal revelations of what He will always want done (Hebrews 
8:5).  

D. God’s eternal strategy for expanding His kingdom on the earth is to have corporate 
worship/prayer centers.  

III. MOSES’ TABERNACLE



A. Significant Details

1. The entire nation was supposed to invest in the tabernacle and priesthood.  Hosting God’s 
presence was meant to be the centerpiece of their nation because the tabernacle was God’s 
throne in the midst of the camp.  Worship was the main focus of the nation.  

“The LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the 
offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give (Ex. 25:1-2).”

“All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything the LORD has commanded: 
the tabernacle with its tent and its covering…(Ex. 35:10-11)”

2. God’s presence in their midst directed them and then empowered them over their enemies.

“In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they 
would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. So the 
cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the 
sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels (Ex. 40:36-38).”

B. Priestly Ministry

1. They were God’s Holy Possession as friends.  They were consecrated and given to 
relationship with God in a unique way.  They were God’s inheritance and He was theirs. 

“Then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.  And you 
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  (Exodus 19:5-6)

“For the LORD’s portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance.”  (Deuteronomy 32:9)

“Therefore they (Levites) shall have no inheritance among their brethren; the LORD is their 
inheritance, as He said to them.”  (Deuteronomy 32:2)

2. Hosted His presence by ministering to Him (Fellowshipped with God).  Ministry to God is 
the first and most important priestly function.  

“You shall anoint them, consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister to Me as 
priests.”  (Exodus 28:41)

3. Worshiped Him and helped others worship Him

A) There were about 5 main sacrifices/offerings that were offered by the people or by the 
priests on behalf of the people.  They were all expressions of worship, devotion and 
friendship with God.  The fellowship offering even included eating a meal with the 
priests in the presence of the Lord.  

4. Represented others in intercession – Represented humanity before God.



“So Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on this two shoulders as a memorial….So Aaron
shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he 
goes into the holy place as a memorial before the LORD continually.”  (Exodus 28:12, 29)

5. Offered Sacrifices 

A) The Burnt Offering (Le. 1:1-17; 6:8-13, 8:18-21, 16:24): Voluntary act of worship; 
atonement for general unintentional sins; expression of devotion; commitment and 
complete surrender to God.

B) Grain Offering (Le. 2:1-16, 6:14-23): Voluntary act of worship; recognition of God’s 
goodness and provisions; devotion to God.

C) Fellowship Offering (Le. 3:1-17, 7:11-34): Voluntary act of worship; thanksgiving and 
fellowship (it included a communal meal in God’s presence).

D) Sin Offering (Le. 4:1-5:13, 6:24-30, 8:14-17, 16:3-22): Mandatory atonement for 
specific unintentional sin; confession of sin, forgiveness of sin, cleansing from 
defilement.

E) Guilt Offering (Le. 5:14-6:7, 7:1-6): Mandatory atonement for unintentional sin that 
required restitution; it provided cleansing from defilement. 

C. What can we learn from this priesthood?

V. DAVID’S TABERNACLE

A. Significant Details

1. David made a vow at some point in His life (Psalm 132) to retrieve the ark of the covenant 
and to make God a resting place on the earth.  David understood the divine strategy of the 
Lord.  Many people believe that Samuel, who was a priest and prophet in that day, brought 
David into a deeper revelation of the priestly ministry and God’s heart for the temple (1 
Samuel 19:18-24; 1 Chronicles 9:22).  

2. As the new King of Israel, David took over Jerusalem, brought the ark into Jerusalem and 
then established full-time singers, musicians and gatekeepers with government money.  

3. Moses’ tabernacle was still functioning without the ark in Gibeon when David brought the 
ark to Jerusalem.  

4.  David was a king and a prophet and was a leader in the priestly ministry.  



B. Priestly Ministry

1. Sustained night and day worship and prayer as a community.  David financed about 10,000 
full-time worshippers.  4,000 gatekeepers, 4,000 musicians and 288 singers were employed 
in the priestly ministry (1 Chronicles 23:1-5).

2. They sang skillfully to God.  

“So the number of them with their brethren who were instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who 
were skillful was two hundred and eighty-eight.”  (1 Chronicles 25:7)

3. Ministered to God with worship music.

“Four thousand were gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the LORD with musical instruments, 
which I made,” said David, “for giving praise.”  (1 Chronicles 23:5)

“Who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals...who prophesied with a harp 
to give thanks and praise the LORD.”  (1 Chronicles 25:1,3)

4. Gave thanks to God and rejoiced in God

“He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to give 
thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel”  (1Chronicles 16:4)

5. Enjoyed the pleasures of His presence

“They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house (tabernacle)  and You give them drink
from the river of Your pleasures (delight – Eden).”  (Psalm 36:8)

“One thing I have desired of the LORD...to behold the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His 
temple.”  (Psalm 27:4)

6. Interceded

“He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to make petition, to give 
thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel”  (1Chronicles 16:4)

C. What can we learn from this priesthood?



VII. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENTS

1. Read Chapters 4 in the Unceasing book by Billy Humphrey (Old Testament Accounts of Night 
and Day Prayer).

2. Read Chapter 3 in the God Dwell’s Among Us book by G.K. Beale (Eden Lost?  The call to the 
patriarchs after the fall).  

3. Read 1 Chronicles 25-16 and notice how David and the leaders set up the tabernacle ministry.  


