
ENCOUNTER CHURCH - MAY 3, 2020- BETHANY MOOTZ 

The Ministry to God 
I. REVIEW 

A. The last few weeks we have discussed the importance of gazing at God and returning to Him as 
our first love, and how if we behold Him we will become transformed into His likeness. Worship 
flows out of response to who He is and what He has done. The basis of worship is seeing the 
beauty and majesty of God. So as priests we minister to God in worship, agreeing with who He is 
and what He is like, extolling Him, gazing at Him, loving Him, giving Him all of your heart, 
mind, soul and body. It’s important to keep God as the focal point of our worship no matter our 
circumstances.  

B. Below are four basic, God-ordained, eternal values/callings/functions of a priest. These are 
intimacy-driven responsibilities and eternal privileges given freely to all believers because of the 
Cross. God has called each of us to engage in all of these now in different ways, as well as in 
eternity forever. 

1. Friendship: We have access and nearness to God’s Presence. God designed the 
priesthood to be for believers to come near Him. He is longing for friends.  

“But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the children of Israel 
went astray from Me, they shall come near Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me... They shall 
enter My sanctuary, and they shall come near My table to minister to Me, and they shall keep My charge.” 
Ezekial 44:15-16 

2. Gazing: We have a capacity and a calling to see God’s Personality/Glory.  

a. We grow in revelation of the Word gaining insight into His emotions, will, ways, 
salvation, and plans. 

b. We grow in intimacy with God by personally encountering Him by the Spirit. We are 
fascinated by who He is and see His beauty and can then receive an increase of grace 
to walk in love and obedience to Him.  

3. Partnership: We are invited into partnership with Jesus in Intercession, Worship, and 
being apart of God’s Counsel/making decisions with Him.  

a. Worship- We minister to God as we declare His worth as a witness to how He is 
ministered to in heaven. 

b. Intercession- We labor in intercession to release God’s power to win the lost and 
revive the Church. Even in our resurrected bodies, we will participate forever with 
Jesus in intercession, for the power of God and the increase of His kingdom to go forth 
forever. (Hebrews 7:25, Heb 6:20, Romans 8:34) 

4. Proclamation: We have a responsibility to tell others what God is like (His Personality, 
values, gospel, future plans) in worship, but also in prayer and in active evangelism for the 
Great Commission to go forth.  
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II. MINISTRY TO GOD AS PRIORITY FOR ALL BELIEVERS 

A. When we speak about priests/priestly ministry, we are not primarily talking about pastors or 
full-time ministry leaders, we are talking about you. Our purpose in this series is to together press 
into revelation of the “priesthood of all believers”. Because of the Cross, all believers now have 
access to the beauty of God and friendship with God and partnership with Him that only a handful 
of men throughout history had the privilege to.  

“You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5 

B. In the Old Testament, the Levites were a symbol of what God desires from every tribe and 
tongue. In Deut 10:8-9, God ordained for the Levites to minister to Him and to stand before Him. 
But part of their job was to facilitate the temple so that everyone else could participate. Similarly 
now, God sets in place hosts and pastoral leaders to minister to Him, but also to facilitate every 
tribe and tongue into God’s ordained prescription of function for all humanity, ministering to 
God.  

C. We need revelation of the significance of ministry to the Lord! The Holy Spirit is wanting to 
reveal to the Body of Christ the revelation of how valuable ministering to God is to God.  It is the 
highest ministry that all believers are called to. It is our privilege and responsibility. It is 
foundational to our identity and life calling to be occupied as priests (as the starting point of our 
ministry assignment). 

D. In the Old Testament, God prioritized and greatly valued ministry to God (Ex. 28:1, 3, 4, 41; 29:1, 
44; 30:30; 40:13, 15; Lev. 7:35; Deut. 10:8; 17:12; 21:5; 1 Sam. 2:11, 18; 3:1; 1 Chr. 15:2; 16:4; 
23:13; 2 Chr. 13:10; 29:11; Isa. 6:2-3; 56:6-7; Jer. 33:22; Ezek. 40:46; 43:19; 44:13, 15, 16; 45:4; 
Dan. 7:10; Joel 1:9, 13; 2:17) It was also a New Testament precedent to minister to the Lord in 
worship and prayer.  (Mt. 4:11; 27:55; Acts 6:4; 13:2; Rev. 1:5; 4:8, 11; 5:9-10, 12-14; 7:10, 12, 
15-17; 11:15, 17-18; 15:3-4; 16:5-7; 19:1-7.) 

E. The Levitical Priests were anointed to minister to and serve God, and God’s eternal plan was to 
usher Gentiles into this same calling of ministering to God. God revealed this priority within the 
Levitical system in the Old Testament but now it is unveiled for all believers in the New 
Testament. God has not changed His heart for the priesthood or the way His systems works, this 
is an eternal calling for all believers.  

“Take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister to 
Me as priest… Consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest… So they shall make holy garments for 
Aaron…that he may minister to Me as priest. (Ex. 28:1-4) 

“Aaron was set apart, he and his sons forever…to minister to Him…” (1 Chr. 23:13) 

F. God is forever ministered to around His throne night and day; why wouldn’t He desire the earth to 
look like heaven? 

“A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him [His throne, v. 9]. A thousand thousands ministered 
to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.” (Dan. 7:10)  
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The four living creatures…do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy…!" (Rev. 4:8) 

G. It is clear in the Bible that the priestly calling to minister to the Lord will one day cover the whole 
earth.  Every tribe and tongue are called to be walking in the priestly ministry before Him. 

“For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; in every 
place incense shall be offered to My name, and a pure offering; for My name shall be great among the 
nations"… (Mal. 1:10-11)   

“The foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to 
be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant...” Isaiah 
56:6 (Here God was proclaiming His invitation and eternal plan to usher Gentiles into the priestly ministry.) 

III. JESUS IS FILLED WITH DESIRE 
A. There is something in God’s heart that longs for intimacy with us, His heart is searching for hearts 

that love Him and desire friendship with Him. He wants us with Him! Jesus’ desire for us to be 
with Him is the foundation of the priestly ministry. 

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 
glory which You have given Me...” John 17:24 

B. God is saying, “Minister to Me, because when I reveal Myself to you and it moves your heart and 
you tell Me what you’ve discovered about Me, I’m moved by how much you’re moved by Me.”  

C. The Bible declares that He is actively searching for those who will respond in worship, prayer, 
intercession and obedience. He wants our heart and our prayers.  

“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the 
land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” Ezekiel 22:30 

“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of 
those whose heart is loyal to Him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9 

“My eyes will be on the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with me; the one whose walk is blameless will 
minister to me.” Psalm 101:6 

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” John 4:23 

IV. GOING DEEPER ASSIGNMENT 
Mike Bickle has an excellent sermon on this and I would highly recommend you listen to it. It’s 
called, “Ministry to the Lord: Our Highest Privilege and Calling” from January 29, 2012 and can 
be found on his website https://mikebickle.org/watch/?guid=mb_3336 
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