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Ministry to Others in Intercession 
I. REVIEW 

A. There are 4 Eternal Functions/Values that characterize the priesthood of all believers:  

1. Friendship- We have access and nearness to God’s Presence.  
2. Gazing- We have a capacity and a calling to see God’s Personality/Glory. 
3. Partnership- We are invited into partnership with Jesus in intercession and worship 
4. Proclamation- We have a responsibility to tell others what God is like 

B. We see from the Bible that intercession is the foundation of the government of Jesus’ kingdom 
and the primary way He functions and rules as a High Priest. As Jesus (and we) ask and speak 
out God’s heart and His will in intercessory worship, this brings creative power to accomplish 
His will/promises upon the earth. God is looking for partners so that His power can be expressed 
in the earthly realm.  

C. Loving and serving people can be an expression of loving God, but it can never substitute loving 
Him in undistracted 1-on-1 times of prayer, worship, and meditation in the Bible. Loving and 
serving others is an overflow of the love we give and receive in our 1-on-1 time with Him. We 
do not want to pit serving others face to face vs. prayer/intercession, they do flow together. But 
as a church we want to focus and intentionally wrestle with our beliefs according to the Bible 
and be challenged to give priority to intercession because God does. 

II. GAPS, BREACHES, WALLS, WATCHMEN 

A. In Old Testament Scripture, there is a powerful analogy to what intercession is like in the 
spiritual realm. In the book of Ezekiel, it talks about gaps and breaches in a wall around a city 
that are not being filled by an intercessor. In the natural and the spiritual, a city, land, and the 
people within it lay unprotected if a wall has a gap in it. This would enable any enemy the ability 
to enter and bring destruction. Ezekiel is declaring God’s searching heart for people to rise up 
and be a friend of God and stand in the gap and build a wall of intercession on behalf of the 
people for the promises God has for Israel and for the land. 

“You have not gone up into the gaps [definition- breaches, broken walls] to build a wall for the house of 
Israel to stand in battle on the day of the Lord.” Ezekiel 13:5 

“The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and 
they wrongfully oppress the stranger. So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand 
in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” Ezek 22:29-30 

B. When the First Commandment isn’t in first place, what results is oppression, mistreatment, 
suffering, broken down family units, and corrupt governmental systems. Literally things fall 
apart and doors open to the enemy when God isn’t at the center of every heart, city, and people. 
These are broken walls in our world which God desires intercessors to rise up and not be ok with 
what is going on. Notice God isn’t primarily looking for those who can make new systems and 
programs to feed the poor or stop the oppression, He is first looking for friends and intercessors 
to partner with Him in His pain but also in His plans.  
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C. Similarly, Moses stood in the breach for Israel. One example is in Exodus 32, God was set on 
destroying His people because of their sin in making a golden calf right after the Mt. Sinai 
encounter. Can you imagine the betrayal God felt!!!! But through Moses’ prayer and partnership, 
there was an intercessory exchange where God’s heart was moved with compassion and He 
relented because of Moses’ intercessory cry. Moses not only brought the commands/heart of God 
to the people, but acted as mediator and intercessor to and with God on behalf of them. 

[Moses was on Mt. Sinai] “And the Lord said to Moses, “Go...! For your people whom you brought out of the 
land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded 
them’...'I have seen these people... and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone so that my anger 
may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.'"... Then 
Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: “Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people 
whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Turn from Your 
fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your 
servants… So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.” Exodus 32:7-14 

D. God’s “Plan A” was to destroy the nation of Israel and to bring out of Moses and his children 
another great nation. This would have been just and right for God to destroy them all, and 
honestly not surprising because of their sin and past, but God actually changed His plans because 
an intercessor stood in the gap between Him and His people. Moses was an intercessor for Israel 
and a friend of God. Moses refused to let God “be alone” and do His will. Intercessors can 
change the plans of God. (Genesis 18)  

“Therefore He said that He would destroy them, had not Moses His chosen one stood before Him in the 
breach, to turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them.” Psalm 106:2 

[Moses talking to the Israelites] “The Lord talked with you [Israel] face to face on the mountain from the 
midst of the fire. I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the Lord; for 
you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up the mountain.” Deut 5:4-5  

E. Isaiah also gives language to what intercessors do; they are compared to watchmen who lift up 
their voices in song and who never are silent. Different from the gap or breach analogy, 
watchmen are already standing on a solid wall, but their job is to stay alert, to observe, and to 
keep watch. They had the important job of being in charge of the wellbeing of the people and the 
future of the city. Watchmen remind and agree with Jesus concerning His plans, seek to know 
His heart, and persevere in watching and praying for His heart and purposes.  

“Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, With their voices they shall sing together; For they shall see eye to 
eye when the Lord brings back Zion…” “I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; They shall never 
hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent” Isaiah 52:8 and 62:6 

III. NEW TESTAMENT - MINISTRY OF INTERCESSION 

A. Beginning with Jesus and the apostles, the New Testament highlights that intercession and prayer 
was a norm among the early church. 

B. Jesus personally spent long hours in prayer (Mk 1:35; 6:46; Lk 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; 21:37). He 
emphasized prayer, or “watching,” more than any other specific activity when speaking about the 
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generation in which He would return (Mt. 24:42-43; 25:13; Mk. 13:9, 33-38; Lk. 12:38-39; 
21:36). 

C. There are 15+ prayers that the Apostles prayed in the New Testament. From these prayers a 
culture of intercession and ministry in prayer for the Church is clearly shown. (Eph 1:17-19; Eph 
3:16-19; Phil 1:9-11; Col 1:9-12; Rom 15:5-7; Rom 15:13; Rom 10:1; 1 Thess 3: 9-13; 1 Thess 
5:23-24; 2 Thess 1:11-12; 2 Thes. 3:1-5; 1 Tim 2:1-4; 1 Cor 1:4-8; 2 Corinthians 13:7, 9, 14; 
Acts 2:17-21; Acts 4:24-31)  

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and 
length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:16-19  

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you 
may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 
being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
Philippians 1:9-11 

“For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before 
our God, night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your 
faith? Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you.  And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, so that He 
may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all His saints.” 1 Thess 3:9-13 

D. Prayer was a high priority among the leaders in the New Testament (Acts 1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 
4:31; 6:4; 9:11; 10:2-4, 9, 30-31; 11:5; 12:5, 12; 13:3; 14:23; 16:16, 25; Rom. 8:26; 10:1; 12:12; 
1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 1:11; 9:14; 13:7-9; Eph. 6:18; Phil. 1:4; 4:6; Col. 1:3, 4:2- 3; 1 Thes. 5:17, 25; 
2 Thes. 1:11; 3:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; 4:5; Heb. 13:18; Jas. 5:13-18; Jude 20). 

E. The below verses talk about the apostles personally praying and show how they engaged in a 
personal way to grow in relationship with Jesus but also show how it was normal to lean into 
prayer in an extravagant way. Some give us insight into the high priority prayer had as the 
apostles encourage us to press into prayer.  

“Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.” Acts 3:1  

“Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave 
the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:1-4 

“The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray, 
about the sixth hour... I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending 
like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me.” Acts 10:9, 11:5 (Peter’s 
personal prayer life, drawing away for prayer) 
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“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them.” Acts 16:25 (culture of prayer both personal and corporate) 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.” 1 Thess 5:16 

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Romans 8:26 

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints” Ephesians 6:18 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known to God” Philippians 4:6 

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves 
in the love of God.” Jude 20 

F. Biblical examples of engaging in intercession in a personal way- being ministry to others 

“ Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf.” Col 1:7  

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in 
prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a 
great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis.” Col 4:12-13 

“My little children, for whom I labor (travail in prayer) in birth again until Christ is formed in you,” Gal 
4:19 

“always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy” Philippians 1:4 

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.” Romans 10:1 

“Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 
who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.” Acts 16:16 

G. The following verses show the value of corporate intercession and reveal their culture of 
intercession that was in and of itself an effective ministry among the first church.  

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with His brothers.” Acts 1:14  (corporate intercession for revival)  

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine [teaching] and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.” Acts 2:42 (corporate intercession for revival)  

“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:31 (corporate prayer from 
which power evangelism broke out) 
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“Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church… [after 
Peter’s freedom from prison]... he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, 
where many were gathered together praying.”  Acts 12:5, 12 (corporate intercession) 

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them. Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent 
them away… So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had believed.” Acts 13:3, 14:23 (corporate intercession for direction, 
revelation and strategy for the Church) 

“You also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the 
gift granted to us through many.” 2 Cor 1:11 (corporate prayer) 

“ While, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, and by their prayer for you, who long 
for you because of the exceeding grace of God in you.” 2 Cor 9:13-14 (ministering to those in Corinth through 
corporate intercession) 

“Now I pray to God that you do no evil, not that we should appear approved, but that you should do what is 
honorable, though we may seem disqualified. For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. For 
we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. And this also we pray, that you may be made complete.” 2 
Cor 13:7-9 (corporate and personal intercession for the church/people to mature) 

“This will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer…”  (Phil. 1:19)  

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.” Colossians 1:3 

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;  meanwhile praying also for us, that 
God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains.” 
Colossians 4:2-3  (Corporate intercession changing things in the spirit for the effectiveness of the gospel to go 
forth) 

“Brethren, pray for us.” 1 Thess 5:25 

“Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.” 
Heb 13:18 

“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among 
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a 
nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three 
years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” 
James 5:13-18 
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