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Fathering and Mothering the Next Generation 
I. GOD’S HEART IS TOWARD THE CHILDREN 

A. From God’s perspective, being a mother or father (natural and spiritual) is one of the highest 
forms of ministry. From the beginning in Genesis, the primary calling of both Adam and Eve 
was to take dominion over all the earth, be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it. 
The priority of marriage and Biblical parenthood started in Genesis 1.  

B. God’s heart for the family is a thread throughout the whole Bible. In Moses’ day, the importance, 
responsibility, and mandate of passing on the commands of God to the next generation that is 
given to the people. The emphasis is that if you observe and diligently keep His commands and 
His character, and then teach your kids, it will impact and faithfully be upheld by each 
generation.  

“Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should 
act according to them in the land which you go to possess. Therefore be careful to observe them… Diligently 
keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days 
of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren…  that they may learn to fear Me all 
the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’” Deuteronomy 4:5-10 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And 
he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I 
come and strike the earth with a curse.” Malachi 4:5-6 

C. Malachi declares that a man, either literal Elijah or someone in the spirit of him, similar to John 
the Baptist, will come before Jesus returns in order to turn the hearts of each generation toward 
one another. This means that in the generations before Jesus returns Malachi was prophesying 
that the family unit will be under great attack. Yet it’s something so close to His heart that 
“turning our hearts to the next generation” is a value God will not give up on. He determines it’s 
so important that He WILL NOT come back until at hearts are turned.  

“For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me. For this reason I 
have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in 
Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.” 1 Corinthians 4:15-17 

D. Paul isn’t declaring it’s bad that there are instructors (or “schoolmasters”) in Christ, but it seems 
like he is asking, “Where are the fathers??” Fathers are ones who are willing to “beget in the 
gospel” or in the Greek is figuratively used “to bear, to bring forth, to be delivered of, make, 
spring, to cause to arise”. Fathers labor to bring forth their sons and daughters, they never give 
up. There is a commitment within a father that is different from a schoolmaster or instructor to 
see to it in a long term way that your children grow up in all areas of their lives.  

II. PARENTING IS INCLUDED IN THE GREAT COMMISSION 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19  
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A. The language of the Great Commission is similar to Moses’ exhortation to parents, to “teach 
them to observe all things that I have commanded…” (Deut. 4:1-14; 5:29-33; 6:1-3) As a parent, 
one of our primary callings is to disciple our children unto learning and following in the 
commands of God. If you aren’t a parent, the command is similar, we must first take heed to 
observe His commands, and look around us for the ones to pour truth and the gospel into.  

B. We see in Scripture that the most impactful way to disciple is within the family, yet instead it can 
be the greatest source of pain. Even though it’s true in our life or in our culture today, it doesn’t 
mean as believers we can’t have God’s supernatural vision for family, and receive His grace and 
power to shift the storyline for our own family.  

C. At Encounter Church, we want to ask God for all the grace He will give us as a community for 
leaning into God’s heart for parenting, but for discipling and pouring into the children among us.  

III. THE HONOR AND HUMILITY OF PARENTING 

“6 Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 8 
So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also 
our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for 
laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God. 
10 You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among 
you who believe; 11 as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father 
does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and 
glory.” 1 Thess 2:6-12 

A. Vs. 6- “Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ.” 

1. What kind of demands are you making that is impacting your children or making your 
parenting not as effective? What God prescribes is death to our flesh from the foundation of 
finding our validation in Him, knowing He sees, having confidence in our role, knowing 
He loves us, and all towards the goal of growing in intimacy with Him. We do not labor in 
pouring into the next generation for the eyes or glory of men but for God.  

B. Vs. 7- “But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 
So affectionately longing for you... ” Parents are called to be gentle-natured and cherishing, 
affectionately longing for our children or spiritual children.  

1. To have a heart that has been cultivated in deep affection for them (this isn’t automatic) 

2. To walk in a prophetic spirit over each one- calling them higher, not calling their 
weaknesses their identity. 

3. To cut out any unimportant thing in our own life that stands in the way of affectionately 
longing for them.  
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4. Spiritual and natural parent’s challenges are to:  
a. Use our energy to encourage them (to refuse to communicate about/focus more on 

their weaknesses but take time to talk to God about each one) 
b. not hurrying them along but patiently and gently listening and letting them process 
c. giving our full attention to them- being present  
d. doing what they want to do/playing with them 

C. Vs. 8- “We were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own 
lives, because you had become dear to us.”  

1. Prayer Lifestyle/Discipleship perspective: Our own personal prayer lives are of utmost 
importance for effectiveness in parenting and discipling, as well as teaching/showing our 
children how to pray. Our personal prayer schedule and prayer life and marriage should 
never be slighted, or taken away from, in order to parent more effectively.  

2. Discipling our own personal children is a mother’s and father’s main job. I want to teach 
them, not have others have to teach them the how and why to do spiritual things as well as 
life things. Throughout their life they will need others to pour into them too, but before 
God I want to pour the foundation.  

D. vs. 9- “For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.” 

1. God’s perspective is that a parent’s portion could actually be preaching the gospel day and 
night with our children, no matter the age, in the mundane and in the intense moments. We 
can be a witness of His worth to our kids. 

2. One way or the other I am  “preaching” so what am I preaching? We need a high vision 
that the labor is love for God and could be unto “preaching” with words and deeds, the 
gospel and His character and nature to our children.  

E. Vs 10 “You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved 
ourselves among you who believe” 

1. God and our children are witnesses of our devoutness, and how justly and blamelessly we 
behaved ourselves. (or our lack thereof!) What are your children and spiritual children 
witnessing in your life?  

F. Vs. 11 and 12- “as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, 
as a father does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into 
His own kingdom and glory.” 

1. Exhorted, comforted and charged every one of you- all active words. This is something we 
cannot do in our flesh but by walking in the Spirit and staying connected consistently to 
God’s divine life, we need His help in order to do this for our children or those around us. 

2. The labor is all unto this- so our children would walk worthy of God who calls them into 
His kingdom and His glory. That we could equip/help them go farther than we have gone.  
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