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Session 2- Main Events of Biblical End Time Prophecy 
I. INTRODUCTION- MAJOR BIBLICAL EVENTS 

A. We can be confident of the main events of the end times that are discussed in the Bible, this is 
our glory, our privilege! God has done His part and displayed His truths and His mysteries, and 
we must do our part by giving proper time to study the Bible in order to get clarity.  

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is to search out a matter.” Prov. 25:2 

B. When we search out the Scriptures, we find 3 major Biblical end time prophetic events: the 
Tribulation, the 2nd Coming and Jesus’ Millennial Kingdom. People have different 
interpretations on these events, but we will be teaching from the perspective that all 3 events are 
to be taken literally and that they are all yet in future. Jesus has given us in-depth understanding 
within the 150 chapters in the Bible where it talks through the events surrounding Jesus’ 2nd 
coming (Check out the “150 Chapters Summarized” document on www.uhopsf.com in the 
teaching archives or in the back by the teaching notes).  

C. The Tribulation- is a 7 year timeframe (Daniel 9:24-27) with the last 3 ½ years being called the 
Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:15, 21; Rev 7:14). 

1. We will be teaching from the viewpoint that the Tribulation has not occurred, and that 
Christians will be present for the whole time. Jesus has given us clear indications in the 
Bible as to how and when it will begin.  

D. The 2nd Coming and Resurrection/Rapture - Jesus’ literal and physical return to Earth to stay 
and reign as King, and the following Resurrection/Rapture of the saints to Himself.  

1. We believe that the resurrection of the dead saints and the “rapture” (or the being “caught 
up” in the clouds-1 Thess 4) of the remaining alive saints will occur subsequent to the 
2nd Coming of Jesus. 

2. Some believe that Jesus will come back before or at the beginning of the Tribulation 
(called the Pre-trib viewpoint) in the middle of the 7 years (called the Mid-Trib 
viewpoint) or at the end of the Tribulation (called the Post-Trib viewpoint).  

3. We will be teaching from the viewpoint that Jesus returns at the end of the 7 year time 
period, called the Tribulation.  

E. The Millennium- a literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’ 2nd coming, where Jesus will rule and 
govern the whole world in His literal body from Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and 
prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6). The Bible calls it the “thousand years”, but we can 
also call it the Millennium or Jesus’ Millennial Reign or Millennial Kingdom.  

1. The purpose of this thousand year event is to cleanse the earth from the trauma of the 
Tribulation, to set up and establish Jesus’ righteous and just Kingdom, and to prepare the 
earth for the ultimate- when God the Father (and the New Jerusalem) comes down to the 
earth to stay forever at the end of the thousand years (eternity!).  
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2. We will be teaching from the viewpoint that the Millennial Kingdom is future and literal. 
Jesus’ Kingdom will be established on the earth after His 2nd coming.  

3. For further resources as to the discussion of the timing of the thousand year reign of 
Jesus, I have included a few paragraphs at the end of the notes with descriptions of the 
different viewpoints on the Millennial Kingdom if you are interested.  

II. IS THE CHURCH GOING THROUGH THE GREAT TRIBULATION? 

A. Timing of the 2nd Coming and Rapture-  

1. Biblically speaking, there is only one 2nd coming of Jesus and only one resurrection and 
rapture of the church, and the Bible indicates it is at the “7th trumpet” or the “last 
trumpet.” The trumpet happens at the end of the progression of 7 trumpets laid out in the 
Book of Revelation (First 6 trumpets- Revelation 8:6-Revelation 9:21, then 7th trumpet is 
in Revelation 11:15-19)  

2. The 7th Trumpet (2nd Coming and Resurrection/Rapture) occurs at the end of the Great 
Tribulation, but before Jesus Himself pours out the 7 bowls of wrath (Revelation 15-16) 
on the Antichrist’s Kingdom.  

3. Jesus is serious and excited about coming to the earth as King. He is planning a grand 
royal procession across the sky when He returns so that He can come to His temple in 
Jerusalem. (Ps. 68:4, 24-33) My point here is that His return is not a secret thing at all. 
The Resurrection/Rapture is connected to the drama of His return and procession. Jesus 
Himself prophesied concerning His royal procession across the sky that will be seen by 
all (Mt. 24:29-31). 

4. Matthew 24:29-31 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 

5. 1 Thess 4:15-17 “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 
and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort 
one another with these words.” 

6. 1 Corinthians 15:50-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.” 
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7. Revelation 10:7 “but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants 
the prophets.”  

8. Jesus’ procession includes Him traveling on clouds of glory across the earth so that every 
eye sees Him (Mt. 24:30; Rev. 1:7) and coming with all the angels and resurrected saints 
(Mt. 16:27; 24:31; 25:31; 1 Thes. 3:13; 4:14, 17; 2 Thes. 1:7). He will come in the 
Father’s glory (Mt. 16:27), with great power (Mk. 13:26), and flaming fire (2 Thes. 1:8). 
He will descend with a shout, the voice of an archangel, and trumpet blasts (1 Thes. 4:16; 
Rev. 10:7). The sun will be darkened, stars will fall, and the heavens will be shaken (Mt. 
24:29). This will be the largest gathering in history including several billion resurrected 
believers and billions of angels as He travels in great glory across the sky, then marches 
on the land (of ancient Sinai and Edom) on His way to Jerusalem. 

B. The Bible indicates a praying church that partners with Jesus in His judgments during the Great 
Tribulation (Revelation 5:8, Revelation 8:1-3)  

Revelation 5:8- “Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints.” 

Revelation 8:1-3 “When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. Then another 
angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.”  

C. Some people believe the Church will not go through the Tribulation because it doesn’t make 
sense for believers to experience His wrath during those days. But God’s wrath is not placed 
on believers in the day of His judgments, but His wrath will be directed at the Antichrist and 
his kingdom as well as those in full rebellion against God (Rev 15:7).  

D. Another proof that the Church is going through the Great Tribulation is the Bible indicates 
that Christians will suffer and be martyred during the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:9-10; 
Revelation 6:9, 7:14, 12:17)  

E. It is a Biblical pattern that Christians suffer, get persecuted and go through hard times and 
even die for the faith (2 Timothy 3:12; James 1:2-4; John 16:33; 2 Corinthians 6:3-5). Why 
would this change at the greatest climax of all history? 

F. We need God’s perspective for Christian persecution:  

Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 
My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
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Daniel 11:32-35 “The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. And those of 
the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by 
captivity and plundering. Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with 
them by intrigue. And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them 
white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.” 

III. EXTRA RESOURCES ON DIFFERING VIEWPOINTS IF INTERESTED 

A. There are a variety of different views that people take when it comes to when the main events 
take place according to their interpretation of the Bible. For your further study, we have included 
the main differing views:  

1. Premillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns before (pre-) His 1,000-year 
millennial rule. This is the only view that interprets end-time prophecy in a literal or 
face-value way, but there are two differing views within the Premillennial camp: 

a. Historic Premillennialism: includes a post-tribulation rapture (Jesus will return 
“after” the tribulation). “Historic” because most early church fathers held this view. 
This view has two forms: 1) Traditional- doesn’t make a distinction between Israel 
and the church but instead views believers as part of one group as the Body of Christ. 
2) Victorious Church- adds to the traditional view that the Church will grow strong in 
prayer resulting in the great harvest and end-time victory and power functioning as a 
Bride 

b. Dispensational Premillennialism: pre-tribulation or mid-tribulation rapture (Jesus 
will return “before”  or in the “middle” of the tribulation) A distinction is made 
between Israel and the Church thus requiring a separate rapture of the Church. Most 
do not believe the Church will be used to transform parts of society, operate in the 
gifts of the Spirit, or win an end-time harvest. This theology was systematized in the 
1830s by John N. Darby.  

2. Postmillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns after (post-) His 1000-year 
millennial rule, with most people interpreting the 1,000 year reign in a non-literal way. 
They see the Church establishing the Millennium by fully Christianizing the world before 
He returns. Most see the Millennium as already begun and the Great Tribulation as 
having already happened.  

3. Amillennialism: This means “no millennium.” This view teaches that Jesus’ 1,000-year 
reign is not a literal, earthly reign, but merely a spiritual victory over sin in the heart of 
the believer. Most amillennialists limit the kingdom on the earth to being mostly in the 
heart of a believer.  
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B. Here is a helpful picture that describes the main differences of these views: 
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