
WHY STUDY BIBLE PROPHECY
INTRO TO BIBLICAL PROPHECY SERIES (10/11/20)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Series Introduction -  (2-4 months) The purpose of this series is to bring foundational 
understanding of the timing and events of the end-times, as well as Biblical responses to the 
end-time message. Our desire is to go deep enough in the series to equip you to go deeper in 
your own times in the Word. Our plan is to teach in more detail in future teaching series. 

B. Topics: Timing of Jesus’ Return, Main Characters/Events in the Tribulation, Signs of the Times 
in Matthew 24, Overview of Revelation, How to Prepare, God’s Plans for Israel, the Prayer 
Movement in the Great Tribulation, Fear/Offense/Snares, and Understanding God’s Judgments.

C. Victorious Church Perspective – Our perspective on biblical prophecy is that the Church will 
go through the 3 ½ year Great Tribulation but will be victorious in several ways. Jesus will 
return as a Warrior Bridegroom King to remove darkness and fully establish love on the earth.  
1. 1st commandment passion 
2. Ephesians 5:25 purity
3. Acts 2/4/5 signs and wonders
4. Billion+ saved (All of Israel Saved)
5. Prophetic clarity and anointed preaching
6. Praying Jesus’ judgments down on the Antichrist armies 
7. Victorious through martyrdom

D. Right perspective of end-time events – The Great Tribulation is meant to be seen as the 
beginning of Jesus’ war on evil as He begins His gradual take-over of the earth. The Great 
Tribulation is meant to mirror God’s victory over Egypt through the great plagues.  
1. End-Time Events – This mostly refers to the last 7 years before the return of Jesus. This 

term could also apply to the global patterns that will occur a decade or more before the last 
7 years. 

2. Tribulation – This refers to the last 7 years of history before the return of Jesus. 
3. Great Tribulation – This refers to the last 3 ½ years of history before the return of Jesus. 

Most end-time prophecies are referring to this time frame. 

E. How to respond to the end-time message:
1. Study God’s heart in prophetic verses (Revelation 10:8-10 – eat the scroll). 
2. Prioritize Intimacy with God (Matt 25 – wise virgins).
3. Watch and Pray (Matthew 24-25).      
4. Establish strong relationships (Hebrews 11:25; Ephesians 4). 
5. Pursue freedom and holiness (Luke 21:34). 

II. WHY STUDY BIBLICAL PROPHECY

1. Main Theme throughout the Bible – The events surrounding Jesus’ 2nd coming are the most 
prominent themes in the Bible. There are over 150 chapters of the Bible that are focused on 
these themes.   



A. Jesus’ 2nd coming is written about 8 times more than His first coming.
B. There are 1,500 verses about His 2nd coming, which is 1 out of every 25 verses in the 

bible. There are over 150 chapters in the Bible dedicated to this topic. 
C. 36 out of the 46 Old Testament Prophets prophesied about Jesus’ 2nd coming.  
D. Jesus talked about His return 21 times.  
E. The New Testament references His coming over 50 times.  

2. Revelation of Jesus’ Beauty and Leadership – We study biblical prophecy because it reveals 
Jesus’ personality and plans in a unique way. The book of Revelation is called the revelation, or 
unveiling, of Jesus Christ because it reveals His Personality. We study His plans/desires because
we love Him and want to partner with Him.    

You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured upon your lips… Gird your sword upon Your 
thigh, O Mighty One… Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the Kings enemies; the people’s fall 
under You.  (Psalm 45:2-3, 5)

Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; they will see the land that is very far off.  (Isaiah 33:17)

In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious.  (Isaiah 4:2)

And I will shake all the nation and they shall come to the Desire of All nations, and I will fill the 
temple with glory.  (Haggai 2:7)

A. Jesus will be seen as beautiful during the end-times through the manifestations of His glory. 

B. He will manifest Himself in the clearest way in history during the generation of His return, 
even more than in Moses’ day.  As in Pharaoh’s day, God reveals Himself the most in the 
face of giant adversaries.  

C. We learn His personality as we see His plans and His approach to fulfilling them.  

3. Jesus Exhorted us to Know the Season of His Coming – Jesus rebuked the spiritual leaders of 
His day for not knowing the signs of His 1st coming (Matt 16:3; Luke 19:41-44). In Matthew 
24-25, Jesus clearly calls the church to know the season of His return and to understand the 
progression of events.  

“You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.”  
(Matthew 16:3)

A. There is a general mindset in the church that nobody can know what’s going to happen in 
the end-times/when it’s going to happen, and that the church will just figure it out then and 
everything will work out great. Jesus said the opposite. He warned of loss and destruction to
those who were caught not watching. 

B. Jesus gave clear signs of the times (24:5-31) and then called them to know the signs of His 
coming by having a prayerful heart (24:32-25:13).  

1. Matthew 24-25 Outline
1. 24:1-3 – Intro - Disciples ask Jesus about the signs of His return
2. 24:4-14 – Timeline - Beginning of Birth Pangs



3. 24:15-31 – Timeline - Antichrist enthroned up to Jesus’ Return (3.5 years).   
4. 24:32–25:13 – Parables – Warning to Watch and Pray

C. Jesus warned of deception more than anything else (Matthew 24:4, 11, 23, 24, 25, 26).   

D. Jesus told them to watch and pray as their response to the end-time message.  To watch and 
pray is to study the signs of the times with a prayerful heart that receives supernatural 
understanding from God.  Insight and spiritual vibrancy in the spirit will keep us sober and 
vigilant when events really start unfolding.  Christians that don’t have biblical clarity and 
don’t have vibrant hearts are more likely to be deceived and weighed down by fear and sin. 

E. The timing of the end-time events and the coming of the Lord will surprise Christians who 
are not watching and praying (24:42, 44, 48-52, 25:13).  

4. Forerunner Preparation – God is raising up forerunners who will prepare the nations to 
respond to Him in the midst of the great revival and shaking to come.  John the Baptist was a 
forerunner for Jesus’ ministry and his anointed instruction prepared people for Jesus’ unique 
ministry.  John had a preparation season before he was commissioned and so will those who 
want to prepare the nations for the return of Jesus.  

“He   (John)   will also go before Him   (Jesus) in the spirit and power of Elijah….to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.”  (Luke 1:17)

A. God is giving us time to wrestle with His intense battle plans so that we can clearly 
communicate His heart and plans moving forward.  We must be able to effectively 
communicate the love of God in the midst of the judgments and global confusion.  

B. God wants us to have clarity, boldness, and agreement in regards to His plans instead of 
confusion, fear, and offense. We grow in understanding now so that we rightly interpret 
God’s heart and the end-time events if we live through them. Our ministry will be to lead 
others into clarity in that hour.  

C. We need to grow in a lifestyle of spiritual preparation that fosters the spirit of revelation and
the might of God (prayer, fasting, holiness, stewarding the Holy Spirit).  John and Jesus 
grew mighty in the spirit in their preparation seasons.  John was a bright and shining lamp in
His day and the nation flocked to the wilderness to hear him and be baptized because he 
said yes to being formed as a messenger through an aggressive preparation season.  

“So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his 
manifestation to Israel.”  (Luke 1:80)

5. Partnership in His Global Plans – We study His plans so that we can effectively partner with 
His plans in that generation.  

A. We pray now to prepare the nations to respond to God in the coming days and for an 
outpouring of the Spirit.  We will pray during the Great Tribulation to release the 21 



judgments listed in Revelation (Revelation 5:8, 8:1-5, 15:1-8).  The book of Revelation is 
our “End-Time Prayer Manual.”  

B. We prophesy now of the biblical signs to come to prepare people and we will prophesy 
during the Great Tribulation as a witness to the world.  

6. Urgency in Intercession and spiritual preparation – Studying the prophecies of things to come
fuels faith for revival and fuels urgency to be diligent in spiritual preparation.  We see more 
purpose in the day to day fasted lifestyle when we see the future that we’re investing into.  

“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.”  (1 Peter 
3:7)

7. Central Hope of the Bible and the Gospel– Our hope is to be set on the things that happen 
around the 2nd coming of Jesus because fullness, in any context, will happen when Jesus returns.
Studying the topic renews our hope and energizes our emotions long-term.  Hope also awakens 
spiritual desire and intercession in us because it causes us to long for the fullness to come soon. 

“Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace 
that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  (1 Peter 1:13)

“Teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  (Titus 2:13)

“It has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies 
himself just as He is pure.”  (1 John 3:2-3)

“Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For we were 
saved in this hope.”  (Romans 8:23-24)

A. Full justice will be released in every way.  Everything that was not made right throughout 
all of human history will be made right at His coming.  

B. Every reward will be given to us for every moment of our lives.

C. Every longing will be fully satisfied in relationship with God and others.

D. Our bodies will be fully redeemed in the resurrection.  

E. Satan and death will be removed.   

F. Look up ‘hope’ and ‘eagerly waiting’ in the New Testament on biblegateway.org.  


