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Session 4- The Church in the Great Tribulation 

I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Homework for next Sunday: Read the first page of the Matthew/Mark/Luke Document and 

write down what will happen during the “Birth pangs” time frame leading up to the Tribulation.  
 

B. Series Topics: Timing of Jesus’ Return, Main Characters/Events in the Tribulation, Signs of the 
Times in Matthew 24, Overview of Revelation, How to Prepare, God’s Plans for Israel, the 
Prayer Movement in the Great Tribulation, Fear/Offense/Snares, and Understanding God’s 
Judgments. 

C. We are teaching from the perspective that all end-time prophecies will happen in the future and 
that they are to be taken literally.   

1. Bible prophecies are meant to be taken literally unless there is clear symbolism.  

2. We can know if prophecies have been partially or completely fulfilled by looking at 
history and doing in-depth Bible study.  

D. Overview of Main Events: 

1. The Tribulation- is a 7 year timeframe (Daniel 9:24-27) with the last 3 ½ years being 
called the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:15, 21; Rev 7:14). 

2. The 2nd Coming and Resurrection/Rapture - Jesus’ literal and physical return to Earth 
to stay and reign as King, and the Resurrection/Rapture of the saints following His return.  

3. The Millennium- a literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’ 2nd coming, where Jesus will 
rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from Jerusalem in righteousness, 
peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6). The Bible calls it the “thousand 
years”, but others call it the Millennium or Jesus’ Millennial Reign. 

E. Why study the end-time prophecies of the Bible?  

1. They reveal the beauty of Jesus’ personality and leadership. Studying these Bible verses 
is no different than studying the cross, Romans, Acts, Ephesians, or the Psalms. The 
Prophets “inquired and searched carefully” concerning the work of Jesus, and even 
angels desire to look into them (1 Peter 1:10-12).  

2. The 2nd coming of Jesus is part of the good news of the Gospel. The 2nd coming events 
bring completion to what Jesus started on the cross (sin removed, death removed, demons 
removed, resurrected bodies, eden restored, earth restored, human/animal relationships 
restored, face to face with God, heaven on earth, eternal rewards - every secret thing 
justified, every wicked thing repaid, full justice, full peace, humanity restored, Israel 
saved, Promised Land inhabited).  

www.uhopsf.com/encounterchurch 



ENCOUNTER CHURCH - SESSION 4- THE CHURCH IN THE GREAT TRIBULATION - JEFF MOOTZ 
 

3. These events are a main theme in the Old and New Testaments. There are over 150 
chapters in the Bible dedicated to this topic, and it’s talked about 8 times more than His 
1st coming.  

4. Jesus commanded His people to know the signs of His coming. Jesus soberly warned of 
intense deception in those days. Fear, offense, and confusion in the Church will lead to 
the greatest falling away in history during the Tribulation (Matthew 24; 2 Thessalonians 
2).  

5. We are called to prepare for the future by encountering Him in those verses now. There 
will be prophetic voices in that generation that prepare the nations to receive Jesus in the 
same way that John the Baptist prepared Israel for Jesus’ 1st coming.  

6. We need to understand His plans so that we can effectively partner with Him instead of 
resisting Him. He releases understanding as we pursue understanding.  

7. Encountering God in these verses produces longing, faith, and urgency in our hearts to 
live for fullness now and in the days to come.  

II. THE CHURCH IN THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

A. The Church will be raptured at the last/7th Trumpet of Revelation, which will occur at the end of 
the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:13; 1Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16; Rev. 10:7, 11:15).  

B. The 2nd coming and rapture will not happen until after the great falling away and the 
enthronement of the Antichrist (2 Thess. 2), which will be during the Great Tribulation.  

C. There will be a praying church that partners with Jesus in His judgments during the Great 
Tribulation (Revelation 5:8, Revelation 8:1-3).  

Revelation 5:8- “Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints.” 

Revelation 8:1-3 “When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. Then another 
angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.”  

D. Some people believe the Church will not go through the Tribulation because it doesn’t make 
sense for believers to experience His wrath during those days (1 Thess. 5:. But God’s wrath 
is not placed on believers in the day of His judgments, but His wrath will be directed at the 
Antichrist and his kingdom as well as those in full rebellion against God (Rev 15:7).  

E. Another proof that the Church is going through the Great Tribulation is the Bible indicates 
that some Christians will suffer and be martyred during the Great Tribulation (Matthew 
24:9-10; Revelation 6:9, 7:14, 12:17, 17:6, 20:4). It is a Biblical pattern that Christians suffer, 
get persecuted and go through hard times and even die for the faith (2 Timothy 3:12; James 
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1:2-4; John 16:33; 2 Corinthians 6:3-5). Why would this change during the greatest hour of 
human history? We need God’s perspective on Christian persecution.  

Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for 
My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

Daniel 11:32-35 “The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. And those of 
the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by 
captivity and plundering. Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with 
them by intrigue. And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them 
white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.” 

 

III. THE GLORY OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

A. The focus of the Great Tribulation is the trouble God brings on the Antichrist Kingdom. This time frame 
describes God’s final military attack on Demons and humans that resist His leadership.  

 

B. The greatest revival in history will be released through the Church. 
a. Full release of the Gifts of the Spirit (Global book of Acts). Acts 2:17-19 was a downpayment of 

a greater fulfillment in the Tribulation. This includes healings, deliverance, prophecy, 
signs/wonders, supernatural provision, and greater works than Jesus did (John 14:12).  

 

b. The Two Witnesses will release incredible measures of power and prophecy and will be 
invincible for 3 ½ yrs (Revelation 11).  

 

c. Every nation will experience will be deeply impacted by the Gospel (Rev. 7:9, 14).  

 

d. There will be a historic revival among the Jews leading up to Jesus’ return with all of surviving 
Israel getting saved at His return (Romans 11:25-26).  

 

C. The Praying Church will be in full unison with Jesus’ heart while releasing His judgments on the 
Antichrist Empire (Rev. 5:8, 8:3, 22:17-18). The entire demonic kingdom will be removed from their 
thrones in the spiritual realm and limited in power (Revelation 12:8).  

www.uhopsf.com/encounterchurch 



ENCOUNTER C HURCH - SESSION 4- THE CHURCH IN THE GREAT TRIBULATION - JEFF MOOTZ 
 

D. There will be Joel 2 Praying communities and cities that will release revival/stop judgment in pockets of 
the earth (Joel 2:12-15; Zeph. 2:3; Exodus 9:26, 11:7).  

 

E. The Church will be freed to love Jesus and others with all of her heart because of the dynamics of the 
end-times (Revelation 19:8; Ephesians 5:27). He will raise up a glorious Bride with no spot of sin.  

 

F. The beauty and pleasures of Jesus will be released to the Church to satisfy her and win her heart during 
the greatest temptations in human history (Rev. 22:17-18).  

 

G. The Church will be victorious through martyrdom (Rev 12:10) with no fear of suffering or death. I 
assume the Church will have an incredible revelation of heaven and the resurrrection as fuel in the midst 
of pressures.  
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