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APRIL 18, 2021 - BETHANY MOOTZ

Session 17- Isaiah 65- Characteristics of the Millennial Kingdom
I. INTRODUCTION

A. God is highlighting the topic of hope throughout this teaching series. We study the details of
Jesus’ coming and His 1,000 year reign because it makes our future hope more real. The more
real and detailed the future we have by studying the Scriptures, the greater the current experience
of hope we will have, which then deeply impacts how we live today. Jesus wants to renew your
soul with hope in His power to deliver and restore the entire earth and for us to get lost in the
details of it. We are called to “rest our hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you all
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1:13) God wants to produce an “eager waiting” (Romans
8:19, Phil 3:20) within us as the details of the Millennial Kingdom become more clear.

B. The Bible is filled with clear promises about Jesus’ 1,000 year kingdom. It is a lie that there is no
information about Jesus’ 1,000 year kingdom in the Bible and that it’s too hard to understand.
(Which is similar to the lie about not being able to understand the time around when Jesus will
return.) We grow in understanding by actively pursuing the spirit of prophecy by reading the
Word with prayer and fasting in community with others.

II. ISAIAH 65- NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to
mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; ” Isaiah 65:17-18

A. “I create new heavens and new earth” - I believe this happens in two stages: beginning first in
the Millennium and then becoming complete in the eternal state. There are 4 prophetic passages
concerning this: Rev 21:1-2, Isaiah 65:17-25, Isaiah 66:22-24, and 2 Pet. 3:13.

B. Premise # 1- “Heavens” is translated as sky, or atmosphere. The “new heavens” wouldn’t include
the New Jerusalem as apart of what He needs to “recreate,” as it’s already created and already
perfected. The Lord will transform or recreate the natural heavens, which includes the sky,
weather, and atmosphere, and the natural earth, which includes all plant and animal life.

1. The earth has been groaning under the burden of sin, longing to be freed from bondage.
(Romans 8) Over history, sin has done much damage to the earth and atmosphere.

2. The sky and atmosphere will be further damaged because of the judgments included in
the book of Revelation. Because of His judgments, Jesus will need to begin the process of
creating the new heavens and a new earth during the Millennial Kingdom.

C. Premise # 2- The natural processes of life will not be done away with, but will be supernaturally
enhanced by the Holy Spirit. The natural realm and supernatural dimension will operate together
in unity (Eph. 1:10). Jesus will not snap his fingers to recreate the earth immediately, but it will
be a process. (However, intercession and His supernatural ways of creating most likely will be in
play too!?!) During the 1,000 years, Jesus will naturally and progressively transform the earth in
partnership with humans. It has been a value of His since the beginning to partner with humans
to take dominion over the earth.
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Ezekiel 39:9-16- burying/burning and cleanup/search parties: “9 Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel
will go out and set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the
javelins and spears; and they will make fires with them for seven years. … 12 For seven months the house of
Israel will be burying them [“Gog” which is Antichrist’s evil army], in order to cleanse the land... 14 “They
will set apart men regularly employed, with the help of a search party, to pass through the land and bury
those bodies remaining on the ground, in order to cleanse it...”

D. Premise #3- There is debate about whether the earth is renovated or destroyed after the
Millennium. Scripture indicates that this earth will continue forever. (Ps. 37:29; 78:69; 104:5;
105:10-11; 125:1-2; 1 Kgs. 9:3; 2 Kgs 21:7; 1 Chr. 23:25; 28:8; 2 Chr. 7:16; 20:7; 30:8; 33:4-7;
Isa. 60:21; Ezek. 37:25; 43:6-7; Joel 3:20)

E. Premise # 4- 2 Peter 3:10 uses the verb “pass away,” saying that the first heavens and first earth
and elements will pass away. “Pass away” is the same Greek word that is used in 2 Corinthians
5:17 when saying that the old creation “passed away.”

1. When Jesus makes us a new creation, He makes alive our dead spirit and calls it new. In
the resurrection, He is not going to destroy our physical bodies to give us a completely
new one, but instead He will take our dead body, make it alive, and transform it. It is my
belief that this is how it will work with the earth.

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works
that are in it will be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

2. At the end of the Millennium, it is my opinion that this earth will be purged or “rinsed”
with fire (Revelation 20:11;  2 Pet. 3:10-13) to remove any residue resulting from the
Millennial rebellion, causing all dead works and any material worldly things
(“elements”-Gal 4:3, 9; Col 2:8, 20) to be burned up.

F. “The former things will not be remembered”- Things will be so much better that His people
will not think about things as they used to be (Rev. 21:4). This is unfathomable and crazy to me!
We won’t bring to mind our former lives, bodies, relationships, memories, houses or possessions.
Nothing will prompt a recollection of what used to be, all will be new! We will be so grateful and
full of joy for what He will create for us in the Millennial Kingdom and in eternal life.

III. JERUSALEM
“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her
people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard
in her, nor the voice of crying. Isaiah 65:18-19

A. “Be glad and rejoice”- this is a prophetic command to God’s people! “I create Jerusalem as a
rejoicing, and her people a joy”-  He will create the new heavens and earth, but also will
create/transform Jerusalem.  A big theme in the Millennial Kingdom is the
rejoicing/joy/enjoyment of God in Jerusalem and in His people. He will share the experience of
joy and enjoyment with us (compare vs 18-“be glad” and vs 22-“enjoy the work of their hands”)
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Isaiah 66:10-13- “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you who love her; Rejoice for joy with her,
all you who mourn for her; 11 That you may feed and be satisfied...”

B. God’s eternal design and promise to Jerusalem in the past, present and future, is for them to be
blessed first, and then His blessings will overflow to all the nations/Gentiles. God rejoices in
Jerusalem now and forever and desires us to rejoice in His plans for them too. How can we
partner with His heart and practically “rejoice with Jerusalem”?
1. Study God’s promises for Jerusalem in the Word so that we can pray, sing, meditate on

the verses and understand God’s heart for them.
2. Join in on God’s conversation that He has going on about Jerusalem, hear His voice on

the subject, talk to Him about it and let Him write truth on your heart.
3. Ask questions of Him! Questions engage our hunger to know more, and will align our

hearts with His.

C. “The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her” - God will remove every cause of
weeping (lament or mourning of felt pain) and crying (an outcry for protection/help/aid from
inflicted pain). These will no longer be heard from Jerusalem!

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

“No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; for
the child shall die one hundred years old, but the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.
Isaiah 65:20

A. Extended life span- God will restore pre-flood long life spans! Life will no longer be
prematurely cut off but humans will fulfill their days. They will live as long as trees (Psalm
92:12) The definition of a child will be changed to someone that is 100 years old, and if someone
dies around that age they will have lived too short. The people remaining on the earth will have
natural bodies, so eventually they will die naturally. But the saints will have resurrected bodies
and live in the New Jerusalem.

B. Sin not extinct in the Millennium- Sinners will die “young” as a penalty of their guilt (65:20).
In Jesus’ kingdom, sin will be taken seriously and there will be consequences for those who
express outward sin.

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build
and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My
people, and My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” Isaiah 65:21-22

C. Normal/natural human processes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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“They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth children for trouble; for they shall be the descendants of the
blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them. It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are still speaking, I will hear. ” Isaiah 65:23-24

D. Blessed families- they will not bring forth “children for trouble” but the children and the family
units will be a blessing. The trouble in family life; rebellion in children, relational conflict or
discord between generations will be extremely rare.

E. Vibrant spiritual life and intimacy with Jesus- There will be times of such nearness that God
will answer and bless His people while they are still asking Him for it. There is still prayer in the
Millennial kingdom! God desires no shame or hindrances in relationship with Him, and no
hindrances to answered prayer.

“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s
food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,” says the Lord.” Isaiah 65:25

F. Transformation of animals/Peace and safety:

1. The earth will be restored to Eden-like conditions- the curse of the earth will be gone.
Animals who were formerly hostile to each other will dwell and rest together, and with
no animosity between animals and humans. Bears and lions graze like cows!??! What a
sight to see. Jesus will supernaturally transform the animal kingdom to be peaceful.

2. Isaiah 11:6-8- “and a little child shall lead them… The nursing child shall play by the
cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.” God will
restore to humans (and even children!) the authority over animals. Cobras/vipers- Jesus
will remove the enmity between serpents and humans (from Gen 3:15).

3. Contrast between the wild beasts roaming violently during Great Tribulation vs. “They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain”

“When He opened the fourth seal… power was given to them [Death and Hades] over a fourth of the
earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.” Revelation 6:7-8

“In that day I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, with the birds of the air, and
with the creeping things of the ground. Bow and sword of battle I will shatter from the earth, to make
them lie down safely.” Hosea 2:18

“I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild beasts to cease from the land; and they
will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. … They shall be safe in their land; and they
shall know that I am the Lord… And they shall no longer be a prey for the nations, nor shall beasts
of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and no one shall make them afraid. 29 I will
raise up for them a garden of renown... 30 Thus they shall know that I, the Lord their God, am with
them, and they, the house of Israel, are My people,” says the Lord God.’” Ezekiel 34:25-30

G. From Isaiah 11:9- “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.” There  will be an always increasing knowledge of God that fills the earth that will
begin during the Millennial Kingdom.
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