
EPHESIANS 4:1-16 - THE LOCAL CHURCH
AS A PERFECT MAN
CHURCH VISION SERIES (8/22/21)

I. REVIEW

A. Defining Church - Committed friendships pursuing God and a mission together. Out of
this series, we are calling people to pursue/pray into:

i. Greater commitment to pursuing God-centered friendships at Encounter
Church.

ii. Greater commitment to the prayer room mission (house of intimacy and
intercession for national revival).

iii. Participate in the discipleship approach (go through the 10-month
discipleship program to lead others through in the future. This is our
long-term approach to equipping leaders in prayer and growing as a
church.

II. WALK WORTHY OF THE CHURCH’S CALLING (4:1)

A. Ephesians 1-3 gives vision for the glorious corporate calling of the church. Ephesians 4-6
calls the church to grow into fullness so that it can be the vehicle of transformation on the
earth.

B. The calling of the church includes many things (adopted as children, sealed by the Spirit),
but it is focused on being Christ’s body: His body-the fullness of Him who fills all in all
(1:23), raised us up together into the throne room (2:6), created in Christ for good works
(2:10), created as one new-man with Jews and Gentiles (2:15), members of the household
of God (2:19), being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (2:22),
manifesting God’s wisdom to the Spiritual realm (3:10), glorify Jesus for eternity (3:21).

C. Paul prayed twice for the Ephesians to have a revelation of their calling in Christ.
Experiencing truth by the Holy Spirit is what propels us into the corporate glories of the
church.

III. APPROACH TO CHURCH UNITY (4:2-3)

A. We must endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in order to grow as the Body and step
into our glorious calling. Endeavor = make every effort, be diligent, speedily, labor for.
To keep = to guard, to carefully attend to. Bond = that which attaches together, ligaments
holding body parts together, bondage.



B. We carefully guard the oneness of our church body with Christ-like love that is
counter-cultural. In Philippians 2, Paul called the church to oneness through servanthood,
and he gave Jesus’ life as an example.

IV. ONE CORPORATE CALLING (4:4-6)

A. There is one Body of Christ, and we have one hope and calling together. This is not an
individual calling.

V. EQUIPPING OF THE SAINTS TO GROW THE CHURCH (4:7-12)

A. God gives individual gifts and strengths to every believer so they can help bring the Body
into fullness. Jesus gave “some” to be within the 5-fold ministry, which is to equip
individuals to use their giftings to build up the Body. In this context, ministry is directed
towards the Church

VI. THE CHURCH: A PERFECT MAN-THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST (4:13)

A. Individuals giftings and relationships are used by God to bring: a unity of the faith, unity
of the knowledge of the Son of God (revelation), and establish a perfect man who is of
the fullness of Christ.

B. Unity in the Spirit, godliness, revelation of Jesus’ heart, leadership, equipping, and
church edification will lead to the Body growing into the fullness of Christ unto
transforming regions.

VII. EVERY JOINT GROWS THE CHURCH INTO FULLNESS (4:15-16)

A. The Body has to “grow up in all things into Him who is the head.”

B. The Body is kept together by every person bringing their full self to the Church. Every
joint has to supply what it has in order for growth. Every person has a part to play and
does it’s share.

C. The Body ministering to the Body causes growth in love.



Ephesians 4:1-16
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you

were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in

love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one

Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one

God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.But to each one of us

grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore He says: “When He

ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men. (Now this, “He

ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth?

He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all

things.) And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of

the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no

longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the

trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love,

may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— from whom the whole body,

joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by

which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.


