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Let   the   Children   Come   
  

I. VISION   FOR   KIDS     
  

A. Our   vision   for   kids   is   the   same   as   the   vision   for   Encounter!   We   desire   the   kids   to   encounter   God,   
pray   for   revival,   and   have   transformed   lives.   This   looks   like   intentionally   discipling   them   in   a   
lifestyle   centered   around   prayer,   the   Bible,   worship,   and   Godly   friendships.   
  

B. Kids   church   is   our   opportunity   to   expose   them   to   the   Bible   and   prayer.   It's   a   set   apart   time   to   
introduce   ways   of   engaging   with   God   through   prayer   and   the   Bible.   We   have   a   call   to   activate   
the   kids   in   grabbing   onto   a   lifestyle   focused   on   the   Kingdom.     
  

C. Jesus   was   serious   about   children   having   full   access   to   His   presence   and   the   Holy   Spirit.   We   must   
be   diligent   to   make   sure   we   are   guiding   them   straight   to   Him.   This   involves   teaching   them   on   
Sundays,   but   also   interceding   for   them   and   asking   for   wisdom   in   how   to   lead   and   guide   them.   If   
you   aren’t   feeling   a   particular   urgency   or   burden   for   the   kids,   start   praying   for   them   regularly!   
God   will   build   in   you   His   passion   for   them.     

 
Then   little   children   were   brought   to   Him   that   He   might   put   His   hands   on   them   and   pray,   but   the   disciples   
rebuked   them.   But   Jesus   said,   “ Let   the   little   children   come   to   Me,   and   do   not   forbid   them;   for   of   such   is   the   
kingdom   of   heaven. ”   (Matthew   19:13-14)   
 
“...You   will   receive   the   gift   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   The   promise   is   for    you    and    your   children    and    for   all   who   are   
far   off —for   all   whom   the   Lord   our   God   will   call.”   (Acts   2:38-39)   
  

II. VALUE   OF   UNITY   
  

A. We   face   a   unique   challenge   at   Encounter   in   that   there   is   a   different   person   guiding   the   children   
every   week.   While   we   hold   the   same   values,   it   can   be   a   bit   like   riding   in   a   roller   coaster   from   one   
week   to   the   next   for   the   kids.   Instead   of   guiding   the   kids   on   a   straight   path,   we   end   up   swerving   
back   and   forth   across   it.     
  

B. When   we   have   unity   in   vision   and   purpose,   we   go   from   wandering   back   and   forth   across   the   path   
to   sprinting   straight   down   the   center.   We   experience   blessings   on   our   ministry   when   we   are  
unified.   It’s   like   we   are   flinging   the   door   open   wide   to   the   Holy   Spirit   and   saying,   “Come!   Move   
in   this   place!   Have   Your   way!”     

  
C. While   multiple   teachers   provides   a   challenge,   it   also   provides   a   very   special   opportunity.   The   

kids   in   our   church   need   each   and   every   one   of   us   to   pour   into   them.   They   need   to   see   someone   
similar   to   them   passionately   serving   Jesus.   They   need   to   hear   someone   whose   brain   works   like   
theirs   does   expounding   on   the   Word.   They   need   to   see   adults   other   than   their   parents   praising   
God   and   studying   the   Word.   They   need   to   see   us   model   a   lifestyle   devoted   to   Jesus,   because   that   
plants   the   seed   that    they   can   do   it   too .     
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“From   whom   the   whole   body,   joined   and   knit   together   by   what    every   joint   supplies ,   according   to   the   e ffective   
working    by   which   every   part   does   its   share,    causes   growth    of   the   body   for   the   edifying   of   itself   in   love.”   
(Ephesians   4:16)   

III. UNITY   IN   A   MODEL   
  

A. If   there   is   anything   we   know   about   human   beings,   it   is   that   we   like   structure   and   we   like   
knowing   what   is   expected   of   us.   Even   the   most   spontaneous   among   us   responds   positively   to   
consistent   structure   and   expectations.   How   much   more   true   is   this   for   the   children?!   
  

B. For   our   purposes,   a   model   is   simply   an   agreed   upon   method   for   approaching   a   task.   Having   a   
model   gives   us   clarity   on   what   to   do   and   when   to   do   it.   It   helps   us   ensure   we   are   pressing   into   the   
greater   vision.   When   we   follow   a   model,   our   bodies   and   minds   are   able   to   relax   and   stop   
wondering   about   what    might    happen   next.   We   can   focus   because   we   know   our   roles   and   what   is   
expected   of   us.   We   are   able   to   be   fully   engaged   in   whatever   God   is   doing   in   the   moment.    
  

C. Many   of   you   are   familiar   with   the   Harp   and   Bowl   model.   There’s   another   model   we   all   engage   in   
so   regularly,   that   we   may   have   forgotten   it   is   a   model   at   all   -   Sunday   morning   services.   In   each   of   
these   models,   there   is   a   clearly   defined   order   and   roles.   We   know   what   to   do   and   when   to   do   it.   
We   are   unified   in   our   purpose   and   vision.     
  

D. Unity   in   following   a   model   does   not   mean   there   is   no   room   for   the   Spirit!   In   fact,   it   provides   
fertile   ground   for   Him   to   come   in   and   move   in   a   mighty   way.   We’ve   all   been   in   services   that   
turned   into   hours   of   worship   or   prayer   sets   that   veered   off   the   stated   topic   because   God   had   
something   else   in   store   that   day.   We   can   respond   and   engage   in   what   He   is   doing   when   that   
happens   because   we   were   able   to   bring   our   full   attention   to   the   moment.   We   can   steward   the   
move   because   we   have   systems   in   place   which   help   us   take   action.   
  

IV. C.O.M.E   MODEL   
  

A. Our   model   for   Encounter   Kids   is   very   simple   and   based   on   Jesus’   charge   to   the   disciples,    “Let   
the   little   children    come    to   Me.”    (Matthew   19:13-14,   Mark   10:13-16,   Luke   18:15-17)   
  

B. C onnect   with   friends   
  

O verview   of   the   topic   
  

M entor   in   small   groups   
  

E ngage   with   God   
  

C. Right   now,   the   kids   are   incredibly   hungry   and   receptive.   Their   hearts   are   tender   and   ready   to   
receive   what   the   Lord   has   for   them.   Unity   on   our   part   sends   the   invitation   for   the   kids   to   come   to   
the   table   and   feast.   
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V. LET’S   COME!   
  

A. C onnect   with   friends:   turn   to   your   neighbor   and   share   your   favorite   Bible   story.   
(This   could   be   playing   a   group   game,   talking   while   coloring,   having   a   dance   party,   etc.)   
  

B. O verview   of   the   topic:   this   is   a   mini   lesson   providing   a   connection   point   for   the   day’s   topic.   You   
are   giving   them   a   doorway   into   approaching   the   verse(s)   or   topics.   This   is   short,   5-10   minutes   at   
the   most!     

  
C. M entor   in   small   groups:   the   kids   are   divided   into   two   groups   by   age   for   small   group   discussion.   

One   teacher   takes   the   older   kids   into   the   middle   room   and   the   other   teacher   stays   in   the   main   
room   with   the   younger   kids.     

1) The   teacher   will   have   the   kids   find   the   day’s   verse   in   their   Bibles.   First   have   them   read   to   
themselves   while   you   read   the   verse   out   loud.   Next,   have   them   either   read   with   a   partner.   
Then,   ask   for   volunteers   to   read   out   loud   to   the   group.   Write   the   reference   on   their   papers.   

2) Use   the   appropriate   set   of   questions   to   guide   a   discussion   of   the   verse.   Feel   free   to   follow   
the   discussion   wherever   it   needs   to   go,   the   questions   are   merely   a   guide.   Have   them   
record   what   they   learned   and   what   they   want   to   know   more   about.   

  
Story   Passage   

- What   happened   in   this   story?   (retell)   
- Who   is   in   this   story?     
- When   did   it   happen?   
- What   questions   do   you   have?   
- What   are   the   important   words?   
- What   do   we   learn   about   God?   
- How   do   we   respond?   

  

Non-Story   Passage   
- What   is   the   writer   saying?   (retell)   
- Who   is   this   passage   talking   to?   
- When   did   it   happen?   
- What   questions   do   you   have?   
- What   are   the   important   words?   
- What   do   we   learn   about   God?   
- How   do   we   respond?   

  
  

D. E ngage   with   God:   both   groups   come   back   together   in   the   main   room.   Both   groups   should   share   
what   they   discussed.   The   lead   teacher   will   decide   what   the   prayer   focus   will   be   for   the   day   
whether   it   will   be   intercession   or   meditation   focused.   They   will   also   determine   prayer   and   chorus   
leaders   among   the   kids.The   teachers   will   lead   a   short   prayer   and   worship   set   responding   to   the   
day’s   verse/topic.   Give   time   for   the   kids   to   fill   in   the   last   box   on   their   paper   while   snack   is   being   
prepared.     
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