
AUTHORITY IN GOVERNMENT - PART 1
ROMANS 12:1-13:14 & 1 PETER 2:11-17

I. REVIEW

A. The main takeaways from this series:

1. Identify where you have authority so you can walk it out with godliness. Grow in a
Servant-Leadership paradigm.

2. Identify where you are under authority so you can submit in humility. Grow in a Sermon on
the Mount lifestyle of submission to God and others.

3. Identify or help create a godly appeals/communication system between leaders and those
following. Leaders and those following, grow in following the appeals system values with
godliness.

B. This topic is deeply connected to the Sermon on the Mount. God wants to free us from pride,
self-exaltation, self-righteousness in perceived mistreatment or injustice, anger, arrogance,
individualism, division, orphan mindset, and lawlessness at the heart level.

C. The Father wants us to become Perfect in Mercy just like He is. Manifesting Christ is found in
manifesting true love and mercy for our enemies.

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say
to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven;
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the
same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax
collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. (Matthew
5:43-48)

D. Sermon on the Mount values within the topic of Authority.

1. Poverty of spirit - Get desperate for a heart transformation (transformed into the beatitudes of
Mt. 5:3-10)).

2. Love and bless those who hate/spitefully use/persecute you.
3. Grow in an eternal perspective that God will reward you at the resurrection for entrusting

Him with your enemies.
4. Cultivate meekness.
5. Address the Log in your own eye when you perceive a Speck in a leader’s eye.
6. Address the spirit of murder in your heart in relation to leading or submitting.
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II. REVILING LEADERS

A. A main theme in the New Testament is the topic of reviling leaders.   A reviler is a person who
uses words to damage, control, or insult someone’s character or reputation.

B. We are commanded by God to not speak evil of our leaders in the home, church, or society (Ex.
22:28; Lev. 20:9; Acts 23:5) without going through a proper biblical process.

You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people. (Ex. 22:28)

C. Jesus promised us that we would be reviled by others for our faith in Him.

Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for
My sake. (Matthew 5:11)

And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure. (1
Corinthians 4:12)

D. Paul repented for accusing an evil religious leader.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me
according to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the law?”4 And those who
stood by said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?” 5 Then Paul said, “I did not know, brethren, that he
was the high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’ ” (Acts
23:3-5)

E. Michael would not revile Satan in context to Moses’ body. Jude is about end-time revilers.

8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet
Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses,
dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these
speak evil of whatever they do not know. (Jude 8-10)

F. Paul said to remove slanderous and divisive people from the church.

But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually
immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat
with such a person….Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.”(1 Corinthians 5:11, 13)

Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition (leaders confronting them). (Titus 3:10)

17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine
which you learned, and avoid them. (Romans 16:17)

G. When Korah spoke against Moses, he was resisting the Lord (Num. 16:3, 30). It is not about
obeying a leader—it is God’s authority in that leader that we respect.

H. David didn’t kill Saul because He respected God’s authority in Saul. He entrusted the situation
to God. (1 Samuel 26:9-11)
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(Observation Study) Romans 12:14-13:7

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and

weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on

high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one

evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as

depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give

place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore: “If

your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap

coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Let every

soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the

authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the

ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a

terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good,

and you will have praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do

evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to

execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of

wrath but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s

ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to

whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
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(Observation Study) 1 Peter 2:11-23

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the

soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as

evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of

visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether

to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of

evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good

you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak

for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor

the king. Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle,

but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures

grief, suffering wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take

it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable

before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an

example, that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His

mouth”; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not

threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.
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