
ENCOUNTER CHURCH - ETERNAL REWARDS AND THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
MARCH 20, 2022 - AUBREY ANDERSON

Session 1 - Preparing for the Millennial Kingdom

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The purpose of this series is to first bring a foundational understanding of Jesus’ eternal rewards
that He will give to believers, and to connect this to what believers will be doing in the
Millennial Kingdom (Jesus’ literal 1,000 year reign on the earth).  Today’s teaching will be a
review of what we have taught before concerning the timing and general events of the end-times
(see uhopsf.com/encounterchurch/teachings for more on the End Times in the series the “Intro on
Biblical Prophecy”, Oct 2020-April 2021).

B. Most dismiss what the Bible teaches on rewards, so we believe it takes a change of paradigm to
see the rewards Jesus will give out as something you actually want! He desires to lavish rewards
upon believers who live a life of love and obedience, and this is a thing you can desire. Through
the series, we want to go deep enough in the teaching times and small group discussions to equip
you to go deeper in your own times in the Word.

C. Here are two interpretational keys that will help you understand our church’s perspective on
Biblical prophecy related to the end times:

1. We believe the Bible was meant to be taken literally. So, we uphold a “plain meaning”
reading of the Bible. What we see written in the Bible we take as literal, unless the Bible
clearly says that it is symbolic.

2. We see in the Bible that there is a continuity between how we live now and how we will
live in the Millennial Kingdom. God created the natural realm for a reason. So in the
Millennium, natural human processes will not be suspended, but will be greatly enhanced
by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. Therefore there is great value to our actions,
the study of the Bible now, our pursuit of righteousness, etc.

D. The Millennial Kingdom - We believe that that the Millennial Kingdom is a future, literal
1,000-year period after Jesus’ second coming, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world
in His literal body from Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21;
5:10; 20:1-6). The Bible calls it the “thousand years”, but we can also call it the Millennium,
Jesus’ Millennial Reign, or the Millennial Kingdom.

II. WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THE TIMELINE OF END-TIME EVENTS?

A. Commanded to watch - We are commanded to watch and be aware of the signs of Jesus' return
(Mt 24:33). The tribulation will be marked by intense deception and a great falling away. Jesus
laid out the pattern of events in order to equip the church to be in readiness.

Matthew 24:42-44 - “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this,
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not
allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect.”
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B. Cultivate intimacy in the waiting - Our actions in the waiting matter. We must wait with
watchful expectation. This type of waiting is not silent or passive. It involves preparing our
hearts, being in constant readiness, and being carriers of the forerunner message. As we study
His plans and desires, we cultivate deep intimacy with Him. He has invited us into intimate
partnership with His plans and our response to His invitation has ramifications in the age to
come.

1. The parable of the ten virgins (Mt 25:1-13) - The virgins knew the time was soon and
they were waiting with expectation for the Bridegroom. All of them heard the sound of
His coming, but only five were prepared with oil in their lamps. The others recognized
their need too late.

2. The parable of the faithful servants (Luke 12:35-40) - The servants had carefully
prepared for the Master’s return. They knew His desires and were watching for Him in
readiness. They had studied their roles and were dressed and prepared to jump into action
the moment His knock on the door was heard.

3. The forerunner message - We are to be voices crying out to  prepare the way of the
Lord and to comfort the people of Israel (Isa 40:1-3). Jesus is returning as the
Bridegroom, King, and Judge and we must press in for revelation as to these facets of His
being. There is no contradiction between His power as King, His desire for relationship
as Bridegroom, and His zeal as Judge to remove the obstacles to love.

C. Partnership with God - We need to understand His plans so that we can effectively partner with
Him instead of resisting Him. He releases understanding as we pursue understanding.

1. A right view of God - God will release the judgment stored up since sin entered the
earth. Do we understand who He is as a Judge? Studying the end time judgments wrecks
our neat and tidy view of who God is. We are forced to face the questions and offense in
our own hearts which allows Him to encounter us deeply and change our response.

2. Our response to fear - Men’s hearts will fail from fear in the day of judgment (Luke
21:26). We must start grappling with His judgments and the reality of coming persecution
with the level of tension in the earth now. If we do, we will already have history and
practice in turning our eyes to Him.

Luke 21:12-13 - “...they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues
and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it will turn out for you as
an occasion for testimony.”

John 14:1 - “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.”

John 16:33 - “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

D. Changed desires - Encountering God in these verses produces longing, faith, and urgency in our
hearts to live for fullness now and in the days to come.
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1. Kingdom paradigm - The Millennial Kingdom and New Jerusalem is the lens through
which we study the end times. This is what creation has been groaning for, what
Abraham waited for in faith, what can keep our hearts from fear (Rom 8:22; Heb 11:8,16;
Jn 14:1-4).

2. Holy Spirit revelation - We have to be grounded in the reality of the kingdom to come
because the tribulation and persecution will be at a level we cannot comprehend (Mt
24:22). Meditating on the beauty of New Jerusalem and descriptions of Jesus’ Millennial
Reign brings revelation of His desires. Focusing on the intensity of glory to come gives
perspective to the severity of judgment which must come before.

III. PURPOSES OF END TIME JUDGMENTS

A. The need for mercy - The true depths of God’s mercy is revealed in the context of His righteous
judgment. There is no need for mercy or salvation without judgment. He has held back His wrath
but when the appointed time comes it will be a day of devastation and desolation because of the
sins of man (Isa 42:14-15; Zeph 1:15,17).

B. Utter clarity - Matthew 24 talks about how sin and lawlessness will increase to unprecedented
levels in the last days. The tribulation will see the powers of darkness reach their full depth of
depravity. In contrast, the light will shine brighter than ever before. Through the judgments, God
will remove the gray areas and confusion so that righteousness and evil will become clear and
unmistakable.

C. Sin must be removed - The earth groans with expectation for the second coming of Jesus which
will usher in the Millennial Kingdom. The earth has been corrupted by the sins of men since the
Garden and it must be cleansed through the tribulation (Rom 8:21). The restoration of the earth
will begin during the Millennial Kingdom as New Jerusalem gradually descends in order for God
to ultimately, finally dwell with His creation (Rev 21:3; Eph 1:10).

Revelation 21:3-4 - “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their
God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

IV. MAJOR EVENTS WITHIN THE END TIME PERIOD

A. The Tribulation - a 7 year timeframe (Dan 9:24-27) with the last 3½ years being called the
Great Tribulation (Mt 24:15, 21; Rev 7:14). This period is when God’s judgments will begin to
be poured out on the earth.

1. The 7 year Tribulation is signaled by a treaty with Israel which will allow the temple to
be rebuilt and a false peace to be established in the Middle East. The first 3½ years will
be marked by the Antichrist ushering in a counterfeit worldwide peace, persecution of
Christians, and a great falling away coupled with great harvest and revival.
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2. The Great Harvest will be the greatest revival in Church history with every nation being
deeply impacted by the Gospel. There will be a historic revival among the Jews leading
up to Jesus’ return with all of surviving Israel getting saved at His return (Rom 11:25-26).
There will be a full release of the Spirit and the church will operate in the fullness of the
Acts 2 signs and wonders. The Praying Church will be in full unison with Jesus’ heart
while releasing His judgments on the Antichrist Empire (Rev. 5:8, 8:3, 22:17-18).

3. The Great Tribulation is signaled by the Abomination of Desolation. Jesus will begin to
release the judgments of God in ever increasing intensity on humans who resist His
leadership. Our role as the Church will be to partner with Jesus through intercession to
release the judgments on the earth.

a. The Abomination of Desolation will occur at the halfway mark of the Tribulation
ushering in the Great Tribulation. The Antichrist will be fully revealed when he
stands in the temple, proclaims himself to be God, and demands worship.

b. The Seven Seals are the first in Jesus’ 3 series of judgments. Jesus is the only one
worthy to open the scroll and loose the seals (Rev 5). As Jesus opens each seal, a
judgment is released affecting mankind, the physical earth, and the physical heavens.

c. The Seven Trumpets are the second series of judgments. When the 7th seal is
opened, there is silence in heaven for half an hour  and then seven trumpets are given
to seven angels (Rev 8:1-2). These judgments further devastate men, the earth, and
the sky. The Second Coming will occur at the 7th trumpet (Mt 24:29-31; 1 Thess
4:15-17; 1 Cor 15:50-52; Rev 10:7

d. The Seven Bowls are the final series of seven judgments released after the Second
Coming. In these judgments “the wrath of God is complete” (Rev 15:1) and the earth
will be “devoured by the fire of His jealousy” (Zeph 1:18).

B. The Second Coming and Resurrection/Rapture - Jesus’ literal and physical return to Earth to
stay and reign as King, and the following Resurrection/Rapture of the saints to Himself. Jesus
will begin a 30 day procession towards Jerusalem, releasing the Bowl Judgments on the
Antichrist Empire.

C. The Millennial Kingdom - a literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’ second coming and the Bowl
judgments, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from Jerusalem
in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6). During the Millennial
Kingdom the earth, which was utterly destroyed during the Tribulation, will be restored and
made ready for the coming of the New Jerusalem.
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