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Session 2- Introduction to Eternal Rewards: The Judgment Seat
I. REVIEW

A. The purpose of this series is to bring a biblical understanding of the rewards Jesus will give to
believers, and to connect this to what believers will be doing in the Millennial Kingdom.

B. We believe that that the Millennial Kingdom is a future, literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’
second coming, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from
Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6).

C. Topics in this series: The judgment seat of Christ, verses and Biblical perspectives on eternal
rewards, the concept of “suffering loss”, different kinds and differing measures of eternal
rewards, Jesus as King of Kings coming to rule the earth, verses on humans living and the
redeemed ruling in the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus’ leadership in the Millennial Kingdom, and
characteristics of the earth in the Millennial Kingdom.

D. Here are two interpretational keys that will help you understand our church’s perspective on
Biblical prophecy related to the end times:

1. We believe the Bible was meant to be taken literally. So, we uphold a “plain meaning”
reading of the Bible. What we see written in the Bible we take as literal, unless the Bible
clearly says that it is symbolic.

2. We see in the Bible that there is a continuity between how we live now and how we will
live in the Millennial Kingdom. God created the natural realm for a reason. So in the
Millennium, natural human processes will not be suspended, but will be greatly enhanced
by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit.

E. Our core beliefs/perspectives regarding Biblical end time prophecy:

1. We believe the end times is a main theme in the Bible- There are 1,500 verses about His
2nd coming, which is 1 out of every 25 verses in the bible. There are over 150 chapters in
the Bible dedicated to this topic and it’s worth time to study and understand.

2. Victorious Church Perspective – Our perspective on biblical prophecy is that the Church
will go through the 3 ½ year Great Tribulation but will be victorious in wholehearted
love, purity, and walking with signs and wonders and prophetic clarity, etc.

3. Revelation of Jesus’ Beauty and Leadership/Our partnership with Him – We study
biblical prophecy because it reveals Jesus’ personality and plans in a unique way. We
study His plans/desires because we love Him and want to partner and agree with Him in
what He is doing on the earth.

4. Central Hope of the Bible and the Gospel– Our hope is to be set on the things that
happen around the return of Jesus. Studying eternal rewards and the Millennial Kingdom
renews our hope and energizes our emotions long-term.  Hope awakens spiritual desire
and intercession in us because it causes us to long for the fullness to come soon.
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II. THE JUDGMENT SEAT- OUR AIM IN LIFE

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according
to what he has done, whether good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.” 2 Corinthians 5:9-11

A. “We make it our aim… to be well pleasing to Him”- Because of each of our impending
appointments with Jesus’ judgment seat we must change our paradigm and our life priorities to
strive in order to be well pleasing to God.

1. “Aim”- to labor/strive earnestly, from a love of honor to strive to bring something to
pass.

2. “Well pleasing”- “that we may be accepted of Him.”

3. Your paradigm and heart posture here concerning the word “well pleasing” matters:

a. We aren’t talking about salvation. The Bible is clear that you cannot earn His love or
His saving grace. The Bible affirms that every believer has equal significance and
value before the Father. In various places in Scripture it says we will be judged by
our works, and will be rewarded. Because we believe the core doctrine that salvation
is by faith alone, apart from works, the judgments/rewards for a believer is something
other than salvation, and instead, based on our loving response to Him and our
choices.

b. If it helps you, change “well pleasing” into “We make it our aim… to be found
growing in loving relational agreement with Him and obedience to Him.”

c. We want to be well pleasing to Him in cultivating an enlarged spiritual capacity to
obey God in love and wholehearted agreement throughout our life. We want to say
“yes” to Him, and this is dying to ourselves/taking up our cross. Much different than
immediate forgiveness when we say yes to the Cross, we have our whole life to strive
to be well pleasing to Him.

Romans 12:1, 2- “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.”

Eph 5:8-11- “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose them.”

Col 1:9-11- “...that you may walk worthy of the calling, fully pleasing Him, being
fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.”

www.uhopsf.com/encounterchurch



ENCOUNTER CHURCH - INTRODUCTION TO ETERNAL REWARDS-THE JUDGMENT SEAT- BETHANY MOOTZ

Heb 13:20-21- “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the
dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

B. 2 Cor 5:9 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ”- or to make manifest/visible
or known what has been hidden or unknown.

1. Each believer will stand before Jesus to give an account of what we did with what God
gave us. The “bema” seat- was a platform for seating of a judge. Historically, the
judgment seat was a place to receive rewards not penalties. It was a familiar term
describing where a judge sat to evaluate an athletic contest as in the Olympic Games.

Rom. 14:10-12- “We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ… Then each of
us shall give account of himself to God.”

Rom 14:10-  “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for
your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

Matt 16:27- “The Son of Man will come…He will reward each according to his
works.”

2. It is clear from the passages above that the judgment seat of Christ is specifically talking
about believers, not unbelievers. It’s a day of reckoning. What is hidden in our hearts,
good or bad, will be made known.

3. Side note- the judgment seat of Christ is different from the Great White Throne Judgment
in Revelation 20. That specific judgment day is for all unbelievers in history after the
1,000 year reign of Christ going into eternity. (I am not certain when the judgment seat
will occur for all believers. It may happen when each believer dies (Heb 9:27) or
collectively at His 2nd coming (Rev 11:15,18)

C. 2 Cor 5:10- “that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad”

1. Every good work will be rewarded, no matter how small or unnoticed it is by men (Mt.
10:42). We are not rewarded according to our plans but according to the actual deeds
done in our bodies.

2. What we do with our time, money, deeds, and words really matters. Being faithful to God
involves much more than spending time in prayer with fasting. What do you do outside of
your prayer time in the mundane parts of life? God sees the heart posture you carry in
your daily menial tasks. Knowing He sees all gives value to our life. Life doesn’t make
sense if what we do doesn’t have lasting value.

3. “Receive the things” - This is talking about Jesus rewarding us for our good works that
were done. You will not “receive” anything (ie you will suffer loss) for the negative you
have done in your body. The being ashamed in 1 John 2:28 is not a negative shame but a
godly shame (which includes godly sorrow and godly thankfulness for still being saved).
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It will be true that many will not receive eternal rewards because they were saved but
some or all parts of their life were wasted in His eyes.

1 John 2:28- “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may
have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”

1 Cor 4:5- “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will
both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.
Then each one’s praise will come from God.”

D. 2 Cor 5:11- “Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;”

1. The fear of the Lord is clean (Psalm 19:19). God wants us to be in agreement with Him
about what the Bible says about our future and what that means for our life here on earth.

2. The fear of the Lord operating in your heart causes shockwaves of alignment to truth in
your life and priorities, and causes you to want those around you to know too.

3. A heart that is passive about their wasted time and schedule and heart choices before God
doesn’t understand the fear of the Lord. We need His help to walk in His ways!

III. MY CONCLUSIVE STATEMENTS

A. You cannot earn God’s love.

B. God’s relational enjoyment in us can ebb and flow based on our responses/obedience.

C. We will have to give an account for everything that we do in our bodies, and asking forgiveness
washes away negative things.

D. He is more merciful than you think. His reward system is outrageous and “unbalanced” :)

E. The terror of the Lord is good.
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