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Session 4- Overview of Eternal Rewards
I. REVIEW

A. The purpose of this series is to first bring a biblical understanding of the rewards Jesus will give
to believers, and to connect this to what believers will be doing in the Millennial Kingdom.

B. We believe that that the Millennial Kingdom is a future, literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’
second coming, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from
Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6).

C. Topics in the series: The judgment seat of Christ, verses and Biblical perspectives on eternal
rewards, the concept of “suffering loss”, different kinds and differing measures of eternal
rewards, Jesus as King of Kings coming to rule the earth, verses on humans living and the
redeemed ruling in the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus’ leadership in the Millennial Kingdom, and
characteristics of the earth in the Millennial Kingdom.

D. Last week: 1 Corinthians 3:8-15 makes it clear that rewards are connected to our labor. On that
“Day”, our work will be declared, revealed and tested; it is either wood, hay or stubble and is
burned or it is gold, silver, or precious stones and it endures. What we build with matters in this
age and in the next age. We cannot manipulate God or convince Him that our stubble should be
rewarded, that Day will make all things clear.  Paul introduces the topic that it is possible to be
“saved as through fire” and that on the Day of judgment we could not have much to show for.

II. OVERVIEW OF ETERNAL REWARDS

A. Jesus gave over 50 references to eternal rewards, making it one of His most emphasized themes
in His New Testament teachings: (Mt. 5:5, 12, 19; 6:4, 6, 18, 20; 10:41-42; 16:27; 18:4; 19:21,
28, 30; 20:26-27; 23:12; 25:21, 23; Mk. 9:41; 10:21, 43-44; Lk. 6:23, 35; 9:48; 12:8; 21, 33;
14:11; 16:11; 18:14, 22; 19:17, 19; 22:30; Jn. 12:26; Rev. 2:7, 10-11, 17, 26-27; 3:4-5, 11-12, 18,
21; 16:15; 19:7-8; 20:4, 6; 22:5, 12).

B. Jesus taught on eternal rewards:

1. Calling His people to become great (Mt. 5:19; 18:4; 20:26; 23:11; Mk. 10:43; Lk. 6:23,
35; 9:48);

“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:19

“Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:4

2. To receive rewards (Mt. 5:12; 6:4, 6, 18; 10:41-42; 16:27; Mk. 9:41; Lk. 6:23, 35; Rev.
22:12);
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Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven…
But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the
unthankful and evil.” Luke 6:23, 35

3. To gain riches (Lk. 12:21; 16:11; Rev. 2:9; 3:18) and treasure in heaven (Mt. 6:20;
19:21; Mk. 10:21; Lk. 12:33; 18:22);

“Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not
grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches
nor moth destroys.” Luke 12:33

4. To be ruler over much (Mt. 25:21; 23);

Parable of the Talents “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.” Matthew 25:23

5. To have authority over cities (Lk. 19:17, 19), power over nations (Rev. 2:26-27) and in
society (Mt. 5:5);

“And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very
little, have authority over ten cities.’” Luke 19:17

6. To sit on thrones (Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:30; Rev. 3:21; 20:4, 6; 22:5); to gain crowns (Rev.
2:10; 3:11) and heavenly garments (Rev. 3:4-5, 18; 16:15; 19:7-8);

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” Revelation 3:21

“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer… Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Revelation 2:10

“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready. And to her it was granted to be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”
Revelation 19:7-8

7. To be exalted (Mt. 23:12; Lk. 14:11; 18:14) and receive honor from God (Jn. 12:26);

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” John 12:26

8. And to be first in receiving blessing (Mt. 19:30; 20:26-27).

“Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you,
let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your
slave.” Matthew 20:26-27
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Matt 22:37-38- “You shall love the LORD…This is the first and great commandment.”

C. We are not left guessing as to what God considers first and greatest. Loving God with all of our
heart is the first priority of the Holy Spirit and our greatest calling in life. There is reward both
now and in eternity when we love Him first; it produces a life on earth full of peace, joy and
love, and a rewarded life in eternity.

D. Rewards do not make sense unless you have an intimacy-based perspective on why Jesus is
giving them to those He loves.

III. WHY BELIEVERS SHOULD DESIRE ETERNAL REWARDS

A. Love-based Rewards- Rewards are an expression of His love for us, based on how He feels
about how we loved Him on earth. Jesus delights to tell us, now AND then, His affections for us.
He has real emotions and His heart is touched deeply when we live for Him out of obedient love.

“ Until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and
reveal the counsels of the hearts. then each one’s praise [affirmation] will come from
God.” 1 Cor. 4:5

“O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my
rising up; You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my lying
down, And are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, But
behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.” Psalm 139:1-4

B. Reject a secular paradigm: Eternal rewards are not about gaining the affection, attention and
following of God or others; He did not create rewards so that we could gain status or superiority
over people. In Matthew 20, Jesus called us to resist the secular paradigm full of pride that seeks
honor, attention, and authority to “lord it over people”. Yet in the very same passage, He
validates the desire to be great!!! Jesus’ kingdom mindset is that servants in this life are honored
as the greatest in the next.

“But Jesus…said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them… Yet it
shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great…let him be your
servant.” Matt 20:25-26

C. Partnership with Jesus: Eternal rewards are about working in close proximity to Jesus as He
rules the earth. He could do everything Himself but the Cross shows us His desire to bring
mankind into their destined God-given calling of ruling and reigning with Him as priests and
kings.

“To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us
kings and priests to His God and Father.” Rev 1:5-6

“Father, I desire that they…may be with Me where I am.” John 17:24

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne.” Rev. 3:21
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1. Jesus is fully God and fully Man. In the Millennial Kingdom, by the Spirit, we will all
have communication with Him, feel His presence, and know His heart at all times. But
Jesus’ physical body can only be in one place at a time.

2. Believers will work in varying proximity to Jesus in the Millennium, depending in part
on the measure of responsibilities with which they are trusted with. If you have a greater
sphere of authority, greater interaction with Jesus will be necessary. This natural principle
that governs businesses and relationships now, is shown even in Jesus’ day as He
interacted with people (the 3, the 12, the 70, the 120, and the multitudes) in different
ways and amounts during His earthly ministry.

3. Fight comparison, jealousy, envy, anger and the secular mindset here. Jesus is an amazing
leader and has thought this all through. We are the ones that need to press in to
understand His heart so we can see from His perspective.

a. [The Parable of the Talents] Matthew 25:14-30, What was entrusted to each servant
was ordained by God, and it’s our responsibility to be faithful with what He has
entrusted to us, which is different from the guy next to you. We don’t know how close
we can get, but the desire for closeness should result in you desiring to be faithful to
your calling and specific assignments now. It is ok to want to be great!

b. Revelation 3:11-12- “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that
no one may take your crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.”

D. Obedience and Righteousness and Truth: Jesus’ rewards for the believers are about Him
celebrating each choice and response out of obedience and righteousness. He sees the
movements of our heart and celebrates even the smallest acts of obedience and righteousness that
we do. He delights in obedience (John 14:21, 1 Samuel 15:22) and loves to manifest Himself to
those who kept His commandments. Because Jesus’ rewards are based on truth, they will be an
openly manifest declaration of our love and obedience to Him. Whatever is true about the way
we loved Him will come to light in His presence.

E. Delight: The saints will be filled with joy in working closely with Jesus in reigning with Him
and in His affirmation of our love. It will be unlike any experience you’ve had before; no
competition or envy will surface because all will be preoccupied with Jesus’ beauty and will be
filled with gratitude for God’s mercy and kindness. Some have a mindset that it is “more biblical
or radical” to not care about rewards (“I’ll seek Your face but not Your hand”), but this is not a
biblical mindset.

“I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” Matt 25:21
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