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Session 5- Different Measures of Eternal Rewards
I. REVIEW

A. The purpose of this series is to first bring a biblical understanding of the rewards Jesus will give
to believers, and to connect this to what believers will be doing in the Millennial Kingdom.

B. We believe that that the Millennial Kingdom is a future, literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’
second coming, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from
Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6).

C. Last week: The rewards Jesus desires to give will not make sense without an intimacy based
perspective. All rewards are given to us because of His love for us and because of our loving
response back in obedience to Him and His Word.

1. We want to lean into the Scriptures to find “balance.” We must resist both of these
unbiblical mindsets: 1) focus only on rewards (without cultivating relationship with Him)
or 2) little or no emphasis on His rewards because we want to pursue “relationship only.”

2. Believers receiving rewards was a highly emphasized theme in Jesus’ teachings, so we
want to press in to get His heart behind His ways, and to align our hearts to value rewards
like He does.

D. Jesus desires partnership: Jesus desires partnership with us and wants to grant us authority over
cities, to sit on thrones, to become great, and to give chances to rule and reign as priests and
kings in the Millennial Kingdom.

“...Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires
to be first among you, let him be your slave.” Matthew 20:26-27

II. REWARDS ARE EXPRESSIONS OF HIS GRACE

A. Two common yet wrong thoughts-
1. “I do not care about rewards because I do everything for love for Him!”
2. That the topic of rewards undermines the doctrine of grace.

B. If you look, the Bible is clear that rewards are included in the grace Jesus gives. We are saved
into His eternal family by grace, by faith alone in His atoning work on the Cross. But how do
rewards fit into that?

C. One way to say it is that rewards are an expression or an extension of His grace, because we
cannot “earn” rewards. His currency exchange rate for our labor now is out of this world :) It’s
not at all an equal exchange; the rewards we will receive are far greater than anything we could
ever “deserve.” Jesus rewards so well though we do so little, no one could ever call that earning!
He loves mercy. It’s like we give Him our nickel (like a cup of cold water to someone) and He
gives us treasures in heaven for it. (See Matthew 10:42; 25:21; Luke 19:17)

“Well done…you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.” Matt 25:21
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D. God is the rewarder of those who seek Him! This is who He is and what He does. We cannot
deny or hide that the Rewarder rewards.

“He who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
Hebrews 11:6

E. He rewards believers because He celebrates each of our choices and heart responses out of
obedience and righteousness. He sees the movements of our heart and honors even our smallest
acts of obedience and righteousness. He greatly enjoys His people and wants to express it. He
wants us to be in awe of His beautiful, extravagant, generous, and merciful heart.

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be
put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38

“Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands for My
name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold…” Matt 19:29

F. The way we relate to Him and His rewards is a pathway to reject false “religious humility” and
say yes to true humility. Jesus taught and invited/called us to seek to gain treasure and to be rich
in heaven. (Matthew 5:12; 6:4, 6, 18, 20; 10:41-42; 16:27; 19:21; Mark 9:41; 10:21; Luke 6:23,
35; 12:21, 33; 16:11; 18:22; Revelation 2:9; 3:18; 22:12)

“Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…” Matthew 6:20

“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High.” Luke 6:35

I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you
may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve,
that you may see. Revelation 3:18

“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God…. Sell what you have and give alms;
provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches nor moth destroys…. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
who will commit to your trust the true riches?” Luke 12:21, 33, 16:11

G. Paul exhorts us to seek those things which are above—which includes eternal rewards.

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”
Colossians 3:1-4

III. GLORIOUS ETERNAL REWARDS - THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY

“to know… what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” Eph 1:18

“that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His
Spirit in the inner man.” Eph 3:16
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“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:9-10

“To Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think.” Ephesians 3:20

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.” 2 Corinthians 4:17

“If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?”
John 3:12

“that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy.” Romans 9:23

A. We must have a humble attitude concerning what we think we know concerning the things Jesus
desires to give to those He loves. We don’t understand heavenly things:)

IV. 1 CORINTHIANS 15- THE GLORY OF THE RESURRECTED BODY

A. Hebrews describes the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem, as a heavenly country that is fit for His
people. We will need a spiritual resurrected heavenly body to relate and interact with a spiritual
heavenly city.

“But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them.” Hebrews 11:16

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect” Hebrews 12:22-23

B. 1 Cor. 15 explains that all believers will receive a resurrected body at Jesus’ Second Coming.

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:22-23

C. Paul uses an agricultural analogy to explain the resurrection. Our natural body is just the seed,
just a little sliver of what our heavenly body will become.

“But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” Foolish one, what
you sow is not made alive unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere
grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own
body.” 1 Corinthians 15: 35-38

D. There will be differing glories, some much greater than another, of each one’s heavenly
resurrected body, as God’s glory is expressed uniquely through them.  There will be differences
of heavenly rewards believers are adorned with, varying according to each one’s obedience.
These differences include our body/outward glory, garments with different types of clothing,
color or fabric, thrones, crowns, and more—each area of our life in the resurrection will express
measures of the glory of God. No two believers will have the same measure of glory!
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“The righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Matthew 13:43

“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to
righteousness like the stars forever and ever.” Daniel 12:3

“…His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.” Matthew 17:2

“There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one and the glory of the
terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.” 1 Corinthians
15:41-42

E. Celestial means of the heavens, things that exist in heaven, heavenly. Terrestrial is the things that
exist on the earth, the earthly house. The celestial is superior and eternal because the terrestrial
will fade away.

“However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the
earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who
are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne the
image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 1 Corinthians 15:46-49

F. The concept of us being an image bearer translates into the Resurrection and the Millennial
Kingdom. We will bear His image in our spiritual heavenly bodies.
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