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Session 6- Foundations of Eternal Rewards
I. REVIEW

A. The purpose of this series is to first bring a biblical understanding of the rewards Jesus will give
to believers, and to connect this to what believers will be doing in the Millennial Kingdom.

B. We believe that that the Millennial Kingdom is a future, literal 1,000-year period after Jesus’
second coming, where Jesus will rule and govern the whole world in His literal body from
Jerusalem in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:1-6).

C. The rewards Jesus desires to give will not make sense without an intimacy based perspective. All
rewards are given because of loving choices of obedience to Him and His Word, and because of
His immense love for us. Jesus called believers to pursue rewards (being great, provide for
yourselves money bags, etc) and He highly emphasized this theme in His teachings. We want to
press in to align our hearts to value rewards like He does.

D. Last week: Out of 1 Corinthians 15, we see that when we are resurrected, each believer will have
differing glories given to our spiritual heavenly bodies. Also, Rewards are not in contradiction to
the doctrine of His grace but rewards are included in His grace. It’s impossible to “earn”
rewards; just because He gives in accordance with our labors, we still will never “deserve” the
treasures in heaven that He gives to us when we do something small like give a cup of cold water
to someone (Matthew 10:42, 25:21).

II. SMALL AND GREAT

A. Everyone has the opportunity to be called great in the age to come. There is no“badly dealt hand”
in someone’s life that is “too unfair” that counts them out of having the same opportunity to be
great as the next guy. The judgment seat puts everyone on the same scale, everyone gets the
same chance. It's hard to imagine! But there will be no competition, envy, or comparison; we all
will be filled with deep thankfulness and be caught up with God’s mercy, love, and beauty.

B. There will be some in the kingdom who will be called least, and some will be called great.
Someone’s life choices can be “called great”—by God, the angels, and other believers. Jesus
taught how He will view believers’ life choices in the resurrection.

“Whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:19

“Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:4

“Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent
Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.” Luke 9:48

“And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the
throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His
servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” Revelation 19:4-5
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III. GIVEN ACCORDING TO WORKS

A. Faith without works is considered to be dead faith. We are saved as a gift by faith in Jesus’ work,
but we are rewarded according to our works. Our entrance into heaven is not based on our works,
but our role in heaven is. We do not want to misunderstand or devalue works; even though we
are not saved by our works, it does not mean that our works do not matter!

“Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead… I will show you my faith by my works.…Do you see that
faith was working together with his [Abraham’s] works, and by works faith was made perfect? …so faith
without works is dead also.” James 2:17-26

B. Jesus’ reward system is an extension of His grace to us. He responds out of love by giving us
rewards for the works we do out of love for Him; we will never deserve His generous gifts.

“Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began” 2 Timothy 1:9

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” Titus 3:5

C. Jesus used the word “reward” and the phrase “according to his works” for things given to
believers based on their actions. He even said that some would be “repaid” in the resurrection.

“The Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each
according to his works.” Matthew 16:27

“Behold I am coming quickly and My reward is with Me to give to every one according to his work.”
Revelation 22:12

“But when you give a feast, invite the poor…the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection.” Luke 14:13-14

“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.” Matthew 5:12

“Each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor [work]…If anyone’s work which he has
built on it endures, he will receive a reward.” 1 Corinthians 3:8, 14

D. We are rewarded for our acts of righteousness done in this age. Our works include our actions,
words, how we spend our time and money, and how we care for our families and others. This
includes small deeds and small movements of our hearts to choose righteously- speaking kind
words, small attitude adjustments, little acts of service (in our family), and sacrificially giving
small amounts of money like the widow in Luke 21.

E. We have the opportunity to be faithful in our life choices—99% of our godly choices and deeds
are small! Jesus remembers every small act of love, even giving a cup of water. Every deed that
we do is seen and rewarded by God, no matter how unnoticed it is by men. Our works include
the secret intentions of our heart to love and obey God.

“Because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” Luke 19:17
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“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that
you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” Hebrews 6:10

“And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water…he shall by no means lose his reward.”
Matthew 10:42

“Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of
darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.” 1 Cor 4:5

“In the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ…” Romans 2:16

“To her [the believers, the Bride] it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” Revelation 19:8

F. Our words will be evaluated on the last day since they reveal our heart (also Matthew 10:32).

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil
treasure brings forth evil things. For every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of
judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Matthew
12:36-37

G. Our Relationships- the history that we have with people will be cherished forever. The
relationships we labor over or invest in have eternal value. This gives great significance to even
the short seasons we have with people.

“What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
at His coming?” 1 Thess 2:19

“knowing that He…will also raise us up with Jesus and will present us with you.” 2 Corinthians 4:14

“that you may become blameless…you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I
may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not…labored in vain.” Philippians 2:15-16

H. When we financially support people, we become fellow workers, or partners, in their labors,
including their rewards!!

“If you send them forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well… We therefore
ought to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth.” 3 John 6-8

I. What we do in our body here in this age is important and has lasting impact—so much so that
God keeps detailed records of what each person does (Psalm 139). His books contain the names
and actions of all believers (Dan. 12:1; Phil. 4:3; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12; 21:27),
even their conversations.

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which
were written in the books.” Revelation 20:12

“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD listened and heard them; So a book
of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD.” Malachi 3:16
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