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Session 8- God’s Purpose for the Millennial Kingdom
I. ETERNAL REWARDS REVIEW

A. Eternal rewards are one of the most emphasized teachings of Jesus in the New Testament. It is a
glorious reality Jesus has given us, and it is worth pursuing understanding in. The apostolic
community was rooted in the understanding of Jesus giving eternal rewards to His believers. The
truth that Jesus rewards His people should fill our hearts with relevance for this life.

B. In the previous weeks, we looked at the passages on the impending Judgment Seat of Christ (1
Cor. 3; 2 Cor. 5). What happens at the judgment seat is what transitions us into the millennial
kingdom. Mike Bickle says, “Our life on earth in this age can be likened to a 70-year internship
(Ps. 90:10) that prepares us for our life on earth in the age to come. Our preparatory assignment
is a 70-year assignment on earth (our internship). Our primary assignment is a 1,000-year
assignment on earth after Jesus returns.”

C. Understanding how Jesus gives eternal rewards is helpful to interpreting the Millennial Kingdom
correctly because it is a lens in which we can find ourselves in His story. If the Millennial
Kingdom doesn’t become personal to us it is harder to grasp.

II. TIMELINES AND TERMS

A. Review of the End Time storyline (not comprehensive): (If interested, see our previous End
Time Teaching series from 2020)

1. Tribulation (7 yrs long)- it begins with the Antichrist and 10 nations all agreeing on a
treaty of peace for the Middle East, (which would take a highly energized demonic
miracle to do this.)

2. Great Tribulation (begins at the 3 ½ year mark)
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3. Second Coming of Jesus- (which ends the Tribulation, and occurs at the 7th Trumpet)
and the subsequent resurrection and rapture of all believers!!!

4. 1,000 year Kingdom of Jesus begins. New Jerusalem begins to or has already come
down. Jesus begins cleansing, restoring the earth and then establishing His Kingdom in
power and righteousness on the earth. Believers are His partners in this work.

5. At the end of 1,000 years, Satan is released and there is a small battle but Jesus wins
easily and Satan and Death are thrown alive into the Lake of Fire. Then there is the 2nd
resurrection of all dead unbelievers and the Great White Throne judgment where they all
get thrown alive into the Lake of Fire.

6. Eternity/New Jerusalem lands on the earth/True Peace forever with heaven on earth
with the Father forever. :)

B. Review of our end times perspective: We preach from a plain-sense reading of the Scriptures (we
take the Bible literally and do not seek spiritual interpretations), we believe that the church will
be going through a future Great Tribulation along with Israel, and we believe in a premillennial
perspective (we see the Bible explaining Jesus’ 1,000 year kingdom as literal and that it hasn’t
happened yet.)

C. Millennium comes from the Latin “mille”—a thousand. The word “Millennium” or “Millennial
Kingdom” isn’t in the Bible, but those terms today mean a one thousand year period. (see
Revelation 20:1-8) When we say “Millennial Kingdom” we are referring to the 1,000 year period
where Jesus will rule as King over the whole earth after His bodily return.

III. PURPOSE OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

A. There are two realms, heaven and earth, that were originally created to be unified as one.

1. Heaven speaks of the spiritual realm where God’s presence is openly manifested.

2. Earth speaks of the physical realm where natural human processes, emotion and physical
sensation are felt and expressed.

B. Jesus’ original intention was to live with His people together forever on the earth.

1. In Genesis 2-3 we see God’s original intention, before sin, to walk with Adam (and His
desire included all humanity) in face to face fellowship as the spiritual and natural realms
were operating together. He desired humans to partner with Him in love by walking out
their God-given authority and that they could dwell in loving relationship with each other.

C. Jesus is the only One who can bring the current separated heaven and earth back together.

1. Because of the current sin problem, how will we get back to our original intention of
dwelling with God? The solution is secured, but the process isn’t finished.

“Having made known to us the mystery of His will… that He might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.” Ephesians 1: 9-10
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2. The “mystery of His will” or the hidden plan that was further revealed after Jesus’
resurrection was that God’s original intentions were to physically gather together heaven
and earth through Jesus! So the sin problem (a relational/spiritual problem) is taken care
of, but the Father wants Jesus to physically/literally unify the earth with heaven.

3. In the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus begins the process of heaven and earth becoming one
as He initiates His eternal kingdom on the earth. Heaven, the New Jerusalem, will be
coming down to stay with Jesus at His Second Coming, and the physical and spiritual
will be joined again. (more on this later)

“For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible… all
things were created through Him and for Him… For it pleased (delighted) the Father that in Him all the
fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself…whether things on earth or things in
heaven…” Colossians 1:16, 19-20

4. All things in heaven and earth were created for Jesus. The Father’s will is for Jesus to
unite heaven and earth, bringing them fully together. He isn’t doing away with anything;
the physical properties of the earth will continue to have tangible substances (gold, steel,
wood, food, animals, etc.) but be supernaturally enhanced by the spiritual realm.

D. Jesus and the Father’s final intention is to live with His people together forever on the earth.

1. A key to understanding the Millennial Kingdom and the end time passages is that God’s
plan is to live with His people forever in the natural realm on the earth, with both the
physical and spiritual being one. God has determined to make the earth His home forever.

2. It is coming from a place of God’s deep desire for unity and communion with His people.
God’s plan is for human beings with material yet spiritual bodies (our glorified,
resurrected bodies) to fully experience His fullness.

“Behold, the Tabernacle (house) of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.” Rev. 21:3

E. Why then the Millennial Kingdom? The 1,000 year kingdom is a progressive preparation of the
earth for the Father to come down to rest for eternity here in the New Jerusalem.

1. Jesus’ mandate from the Father in the Millennial Kingdom includes preparing the earth
for the Father’s coming (which is at the end of the 1,000 years). This is the epic
conclusion to the greatest drama of all history! Jesus will do this by bringing the nations
to mature righteousness (1 Cor. 15:24-28). Righteousness will be substantial in the
Millennium and perfect afterwards in the New Earth.

“Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and
all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that
will be destroyed is death. For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put
under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. Now when all things are made
subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may
be all in all.” 1 Cor 15:24-28
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