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Session 9- Heaven and Earth Come Together
I. REVIEW

A. As a leadership team, we do not ask you to readily accept the views we teach. We want you to
refuse that which you cannot clearly see in Scripture yourself. We want a culture where our
church is like the Bereans who searched the Scriptures daily to see if the new ideas that Paul
preached to them were biblical. This includes discussion in the Word together with a spirit of
humility and openness for the greater purpose of agreement in the Spirit. But we also ask that
you not reject ideas that are new to you if you haven’t studied the topic within the Word and in
discussion with the community of believers.

“They (Bereans) received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.” Acts 17:11

B. Last week- Jesus and the Father’s original and eternal desire is to live with Their people on the
earth forever. Because of sin, a separation between heaven and earth occurred and Jesus alone,
both God and Man, holds the full authority to bring what was separated back together again.

C. Jesus’ 1,000 year kingdom is a process to prepare the earth for the Father to come back down to
rest for eternity here in the New Jerusalem with His people. (Rev 21:3, Colossians 1:16, 19-20, 1
Corinthians 15:24-28.)

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Matthew 28:18

“Having made known to us the mystery of His will… that He might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.” Ephesians 1:9-10

D. “the mystery of His will”- the biblical definition of “mystery” is not an untouchable secret thing
that you can not or are not allowed to understand. The word means a hidden purpose or secret
counsel. The definition of mystery means something not obvious in the understanding, but
confided or revealed to those who initiate, those who are godly and who press into receiving
more revelation concerning it. If something is a mystery, it’s an invitation into revelation.

1. God desires us to search out His mysteries. A mystery is like a hidden treasure that He
wants to progressively unveil to us as we search it out.

2. He doesn’t reward a passive approach to understanding biblical revelation but He rewards
an active searcher, those who hunger for more. Prov 2:1-8 and Prov 25:2- “It is the glory
of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter.”

II. WHO IS ON EARTH—WHO IS IN HEAVEN?

A. Heaven has been the place the spirits of believers have gone to the last 2,000 years as a
“temporary holding location”. Believers do not have a resurrected body in heaven because they
do not need one to relate to the current environment of heaven. But believers will need a
resurrected body to relate to the physical environment of the earth in the Millennial Kingdom
and beyond into eternity.
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B. There will be three types of people on earth around Jesus' Second Coming:

1. The believers (dead and alive) will be resurrected/raptured at the time of Jesus’ return.

2. The unbelievers, who took the mark of the Beast, will be judged and killed.

3. The unsaved survivors of the tribulation (Jews and Gentiles) who resisted the Antichrist,
will need to be saved and will have normal bodies and will populate the Millennial Earth
(Isaiah 4:3; 10:20; 11:11; 49:6; 65:8; 66:19; Jeremiah 31:2; Ezekiel 20:38-42; 36:36; Joel
2:32; Zechariah 12:14; 13:8; 14:16).

C. The resurrected believers will work together with Jesus, the angels, and the Millennial
inhabitants within the earthly environment to fully transform the earth through King Jesus’ 1,000
year process and His beautiful leadership.

D. We see a glimpse of the natural and the supernatural dimensions operating together in Jesus
when He appeared with His resurrected body to the apostles for 40 days (John 20-21; Acts 1:3).

III. WHAT HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL LOOK LIKE WHEN JOINED

A. God will not do away with the physical processes in the Millennial Kingdom, they will just be
amazing in their supernatural qualities. We can not fully grasp this. But in His kingdom there
will still be learning, animals, traveling/transportation, interaction, relationships, building
projects, city life, different cultures and dress, agriculture, food/meals, prayer and worship…

B. The New Jerusalem will descend to the earth, bringing a supernatural, eternal dimension to the
Millennial Kingdom. This includes our resurrected bodies and the benefits of having close the
Throne Room and the tree of life, whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. (Revelation
3:12; 21:8-22:5, Psalm 48)

C. The garden of Eden will be restored, bringing a physical paradise aspect to the Millennium,
with a fully renewed environment (agriculture, animals, atmosphere, etc.) including physical
pleasures that will progressively take over the earth. (Revelation 21-22)

D. The kingdom of David will bring a righteous political and social aspect to the Millennium.
(Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 11:1-16)

E. The house of prayer will bring a spiritual dimension to the kingdom. The millennial temple will
be a global worship center from which Jesus will govern and lead the nations in prayer (Isa. 56:7;
Zech. 8:20-23; 14:16-17; Malachi 1:11).

F. The family of God will bring a relational community dimension as believers live as sons of God
and the Bride of Christ and as brothers and sisters in the fullness of love and unity (Jn. 17:21-26).
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IV. WILL THE EARTH BE DESTROYED?

A. There are two debates: 1) Is the current earth renovated? or 2) Is the old earth annihilated and
God makes a brand new earth? This is my opinion from looking at the verses: The earth will go
through much destruction by the hand of God, but that it will not be completely wiped out or
removed/annihilated; there are promises in the Bible where Jesus says the earth will last forever.
(Psalm 37:29, Psalm 78:69; 104:5; 105:10-11; 125:1-2; 1 Chronicles 23:25; 28:8; Isaiah 60:21;
Ezekiel 37:25; and Joel 3:20.)

B. Many verses speak on the depth of judgment and destruction that the earth will go through. As
Jesus judges the earth and the Antichrist Empire, it massively affects the earth (See the seals,
trumpets and bowls in Revelation 6, 8-9, and 15-16.) The earth will be in chaos when Jesus
comes on the clouds of heaven. After He pours out the bowls there will not be many human
systems or structures left in existence. Jesus is Truth and will not judge more severely than what
is needed. His judgments are righteous and He wants to remove all wickedness from the earth.

C. Isaiah describes the impending judgment of the Lord upon the earth and its inhabitants because
of their transgressions.

“The earth mourns and fades away… 5 The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they have
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. … 19 The earth is violently
broken… split open… shaken exceedingly. 20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall totter
like a hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and it will fall, and not rise again…” Isaiah 24:4-23

D. 2 Peter 3 describes the coming day of the Lord where the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up by fire.

“For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the
heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of
judgment… 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it
will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness… 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 2 Peter 3:5-13

1. I see 3 points in 2 Peter 3 that help form my thoughts around God restoring the current
earth. Peter relates the coming day of the Lord with Noah’s flood. The old world
“perished” by water, yet God didn’t start over with a new earth after the flood, it was the
same earth and everything was cleansed and rearranged.

2. Peter declares that the heavens and the earth are being preserved by God, and fire will
melt/burn both on the day of judgment. It seems he is connecting the earth being burned
idea to our personal righteousness in verse 11, which is deeply connected to 1 Cor 3, the
future day of judgment by fire. In the same way as the WORKS are burned not the
person, here the WORKS seemed to be burned yet the earth will still exist.
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3. Analogous with our resurrected bodies- The same Greek word for “new” heaven and
“new” earth in 2 Peter 3 is the same word as being a “new” creation in Christ (2 Cor
5:17). God is not going to annihilate our bodies and recreate new ones. Death is still
involved in His process of becoming new, but death isn’t annihilation or God declaring a
redo. He is transforming our dust that He called good in Genesis 1 into a glorified
beautiful resurrected body.

E. All of creation is groaning and waiting for the children of God to take their rightful authority in
the Millennial Kingdom so that it too can be liberated from the bondage of corruption.

“...the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.
Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.” Romans 8:21-23

www.uhopsf.com/encounterchurch


