
RECEIVING FROM HOLY SPIRIT
2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18 (1/15/23)

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as
by the Spirit of the Lord. (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. I believe God is emphasizing His promise to “make us joyful” in
the house of prayer. We do that by growing in conversation with
the indwelling Holy Spirit and repenting of weights and sinful
snares in our lives.

B. We walk in the Spirit as we talk to the Spirit.

C. Context of 2 Corinthians 3 - Paul contrasts Moses' covenant with
Jesus’. Moses’ was glorious but it wasn’t able to empower people
to obey God. Jesus’ covenant gives the Holy Spirit to empower
people to love and obey God.

D. Indwelling Holy Spirit - We are 3-Part beings. We are a spirit, and
we have a soul and a physical body. The Holy Spirit dwells inside
our spirit-man deep within us. Sanctification is when the Spirit has
more leadership over our souls and bodies.

II. BEHOLDING THE INDWELLING SPIRIT

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord…

A. Unveiled face refers to revelation (14-16) and boldness in
proclaiming God’s Word (12-13) but also intimate communion
with the Holy Spirit.



B. We behold or picture the Holy Spirit with our “spiritual eyes'' with
focus and attention.

C. God’s manifest glory dwells within our spirit-man. Our spiritual
eyes see His presence dimly or faintly. Ancient mirrors only gave
general impressions, so Paul is saying the imagery is going to be
faint.

III. BEHOLDING LEADS TO TRANSFORMATION

are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the
Spirit of the Lord.

A. The Spirit liberates us from darkness and progressively makes us
like Him in love. The well-known phrase is true, “You become
what you behold.”

IV. PRACTICAL TIPS FOR TALKING TO THE SPIRIT

A. Picture - Close your eyes and picture the Spirit inside of you as a
light, a fire, or a river. Bring your mind back to the image of His
presence when you get distracted.

B. Talk - Slowly talk to Him, and engage with Him as a real person.

C. Commune - In a quiet but focused way, just be with Him and let
your heart respond to what He does in you.


